
F-3-68 
Frederick Cronise Farmstead 
Lewistown vicinity 
Private 

'!he Frederick Cronise Fann.stead is centered on a circa 1836-1845 log 

dwelling with brick veneer an:i double entries in its south elevation an:i the 

associated outl::uildin:Js which include a rare surviving separate bake oven an:i a 

combination blacksmith shop an:i surmner kitchen/slave quarters, both of about 

the same date as the house. A circa 1850 brick springhouse is also part of the 

danestic group. '!he agricultural buildings include a frame bank barn of about 

1830-1850, a log hog barn built about the same pericxl, two frame sheds built 

during the last quarter of the 19th century, one for wagons, with corn cribs on 

the sides, an:i the other a carriage shed. '!he farmstead buildin:Js are in 

deteriorated condition, rut are linportant because of the internal planning of 

the corrplex an:i for the log an:i brick technology of the structures. '!he bake 

oven may be one of possibly five of the separate structure type in the northern 

part of Frederick County. 
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HISIORIC CDN'l'E}cr': 

MARYIAND CXMPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geogra!Xlic organization: Piednnnt 
(Harford, Balti.m:::>re, carroll, Frederick, Hc:Mard, Montgomery 
Counties, arrl Balti.m:::>re City) 

Orronological/Develq;mant Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihemes: 
Architecture, I..arrlscape Architecture arrl Community Plannin;J 

Resource Type: 

catego:ry: Buildin:J 

Historic Enviro:rment: Rural 

Historic Function arrl Use: 
Dcmastic/si.rgle dwelli.rg/residence 
Dcmastic/secomary structure/other deperrlencies 
Agriculture/sul:sistence/anilllal facility/barn 

Knc1.Nn Design Source: None 
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Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Frederick Cronise Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 11700 Whates Lane __ not for publication 

city, town Lewistown _x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
..z_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__K_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 

__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
_x_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
___x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Robert D. Leatherman 

street & number 11920 Auburn Road telephone no. : 

city, town Thurmont state and zip code Md. 21788 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 489 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 379 

city, town Frederick state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical Surveys 

title Anthony James Survey of Frederick County F-20-6 

date 1968-70 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

~pository for survey records Maryland SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 21032 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_x_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-3-68 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNIRIBUI'ING RESOURCE a>UNI': 9 

'!he Frederick Cronise Farmstead is an agricultural complex centered on a circa 
1836-1845 log dwelling with late 19th century brick veneer arrl its associated 
darrestic arrl agricultural outbrlldings, which include a separate brick bake oven, a 
brick springhouse, a brick ruilding which houserl a blacksmith shop, a sunmar 
kitchen, arrl slave quarters, all of which, except the springhouse of about 1850, 
date from about the same period as the dwelling. '!he agricultural b..lildings include 
a frame bank barn on a stone foundation which probably dates from about 1840-1850, a 
frame wagon shed/com crib arrl a frame carriage shed which probably date from about 
1875-1900, arrl a log outl::llilding, possibly a hog barn, which may be of the same 
period as the barn. '!he complex also includes a terra cotta tile silo of the early 
20th century arrl several non-contriluting IOOdern period agricultural buildings, 
among which is a dated 1950 concrete block dairy barn arrl milk house. '!he Cronise 
Fannstead is located on the east side of U.S. 15 at the en:i of a lane which 
parallels the highway extending south from Spahr's Quarry Road, about two miles 
north of Lewistown, Frederick County, Marylarrl. '!he principal elevation of the 
house faces south arrl the access drive enters the complex from the north. 

'!he dwelling has two stories arrl an irregular bay arrangement on the south 
elevation. '!he first sto:ry has four bays arrl the secom story has three. DoublE" 
er.tries are located in the inner bays arrl the exterior covering of stretcher bor. 
brick veneer is missing over the entrances, leaving the outline of an entry porch 
which has been removed, revealing the log st:J:ucture of the house. Both entries are 
boarded, rut a four-light transom is visible above one of the doorways. The wimows 
are 6/6 with wood lintels arrl sills. '!he roof is covered with corrugated metal arrl 
stan:ling seam metal on the north slope arrl the cornice is boxed. Interior em 
chimneys rise at each gable em. On the west elevation are two bays with 6/6 
wimows arrl 2/2 attic wimows flanking the chllnney. '!he east elevation has a single 
bay at the rear of the main section with 6 / 6 sash. A two-story rear wing exte:OOs 
from the northwest corner of the main section. It has 5: 1 American bom and gauged 
arches, suggesting that it may have load-bearing brick walls arrl was added to the 
original log section in the secom quarter of the 19th century. '!he wing has both 
6/6 arrl 2/2 sash arrl a composition arrl pressed metal roof with a boxed cornice. Two 
chimneys are located in the wing. On the east elevation of the wing is a two-story 
integral porch which is enclosed on the first story arrl covered with gerrnan siding. 

'!he interior of the house is in generally poor comition as a result of neglect 
over many years. In the first floor east parlor is a simple mantel of the period 
about 1830. Most walls are covered with wall paper or modern paneling. Much of the 
wall paper, especially on the secom floor, is separated from the wall surface. 
Doors are generally 6 arrl 8 panels. In the southeast corner of the main section is 
a wiming staircase arrl the rear wing also has a corner stair. Floors appear to be 
original. 

(Continued on seperate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-3-68 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 140G-1499 

- 150G-1599 
- 160G-1699 
_ 170G-1799 
~ 180G-1899 
_190G-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1836-1845 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B x C 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Frederick Cronise Fann.stead is a fair example of f annstead planning arrl 
architecture of the secorrl quarter of the 19th century. '!he bake oven is one of 
possibly five known to exist in the northern section of the county (estimate made by 
Anthony Jaioos in an earlier survey of the late 1960's). '!he combination blacksmith 
shop arrl sumner kitchen is also unusual among the known outbuildings surviving in 
other farmsteads of the period, the blacksmith shop usually being closer to the 
agricultural J::uilding-s. '!he log dwelling may have been J::uilt by about 1836 'When 
Frederick Cronise acquired the property. '!he property was resurveyed in 1841 as 
"Cronise's Prospect". By 1854, his son Jacob Cronise had inherited the property arrl 
probably added the sprin:]house about that time. '!he appearance arrl plan of the 
farmstead, excluding the nxxiern period agricultural J::uildings, was determined during 
the Cronise ownership, rut in 1868, Daniel Leatherman purchased the property and it 
has remained in the Leatherman family to the present. '!he non-contriruting dairy 
l:::>arn is one of the structures added to the complex in 1950 by the Leatherman family. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-3-68 

Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O., Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore Regional Publishing Co., 1979, o. 1054. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 5 acres 
Quadrangle name Catoctin Furnace, Md. Quadrangle scale __ l_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c u..J .__I ~--- D liJ I I I I 
E LLl ~' ---- F LL._j I I 
G LLJ ._I ........__.. __ _ H LJ.j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 32, Parcel 28 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date September 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

I 

MARYLAi~1.,, r-:.01 ~·,,,-,~TRUST 
DHCP/DHCG 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

100 COMMUN!TY PLACE 
CROWNSV/LLE. MD 21032-2023 

-514-7600 

PS-2746 



Frederick Cronise Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

Dcnestic outb.lildings: 

SURVEY No. F-3-68 

Bake oven: '!he separate bake oven is a rare surviving feature of the farmstead, 
although it is in deteriorated corxtition. It formerly had a frame gable roof 
protecting the dc:m:d. top, l::ut the roof is missing and the oven top shavs the effects 
of ~ in missing bricks and plaster. On the south elevation is an iron door. 
Part of the wall structure in which it is set has fallen away, exp:::>Sing the interior 
of the oven. '!he north side of the oven has the firebox and flue, both of which are 
in poor corxtition. '!he bake oven may date from about the late 1830's to the 
mid-1840's an::l was probably Wilt at the same time as the house. 

Springhouse: '!he square plan brick springhouse is located south of the house, while 
the other danestic outl::uildings are located in a line extending east from the rear 
wing of the house. '!he springhouse has 5:1 brick walls and a hipped shingle roof 
with a central cupola. A vertical board door is located in the east elevation, and 
louvred windavs are in the south and north elevations. '!he design of the building 
and its materials suggest that it dates from about 1850. '!he spring itself is 
covered by a modern concrete enclosure just north of the springhouse. 

Blacksmith shop and sunmar kitchen: '!he brick combination Wilding is located east 
of the bake oven. It has one story with two rooms. A loft above the east room is 
believed by the owner to have been slave quarters. '!he lower space has a large 
stone fireplace opening and an exterior stone and brick chimney is located on the 
east gable en::l. '!he west room apparently served as a blacksmith shop, with a forge 
enclosure still in place in the northeast corner. Both rooms are accessed through 
vertical board doors in the south elevation. '!he window openings are altered in a 
horizontal shape on this elevation and the north elevation has small 2/2 windavs in 
each room. '!he gable en::ls are covered with board and batten siding and the roof is 
corrugated metal. 

Agricultural outl::uildings: 

Bank barn: '!he frame bank barn has a stone foundation and vertical siding. It 
appears to have been Wilt about 1840-1850, with a late 19th century addition of a 
wagon shed and corn crib on the west gable en::l. '!he roof of the barn is covered 
with corrugated metal. A corrugated metal loafing shed is located at the east en::l. 
'!he south elevation has louvred vents an::l the stall level is enclosed with 
horizontal flush boards. Near the ramp on the north elevation is a terra cotta silo 
with a frame gable top. 

Wagon shed/com crib: '!he frame wagon shed with corn cribs was built probably in 
the last quarter of the 19th century. located north of the bank barn, it has 
vertical siding, which is greatly deteriorated. '!he roof is standing seam metal. 
'!he shed is linked to the carriage shed by an open-sided shed for equipment. 

carriage shed: '!he carriage shed, also Wilt in the period 1875-1900, is located 
west of the wagon shed and is linked by the open-sided shed, essentially just a 
roofing of the open space between the two frame buildings. '!he carriage shed has 



Frederick cronise Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7. 2 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-3-68 

vertical 1:Joard doors arrl a gable stan::tin;J seam metal roof. Fragmants of decorative 
bargeJ:Joard trim survive on the shed, which is also in deteriorated corrlition. 

Log barn: 'Ille log barn is located east of the wagon shed an:i is not in use. 'Ihe 
log structure is open, without c.hinkinJ, an:i the roof is missin;J. Vertical siding 
apparently once covered the barn, rut is only partly in place. A low opening on the 
south elevation suggests that it may have 1:Jeen used as a hog barn. Its date is 
probably about 1840-50. 
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