
F-3-69 
Miller-Schlosser Farmstead 
I.ewistxMn vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1848-1900 

'!he Miller-Schlosser Farmstead consists of a two-story loc;J dwelli.n:J l::uilt 

abJut 1848-1852 which row has presstoard sidi.n:J am an incorporated SUll1Iler 

kitchen attached to its rear win] and a two-story stone sprin:Jhouse/SIOOkehouse 

canbination as the principal structures. '!he farmstead also includes a frame 

hoc;J barn, row a garage, and a frame wagon shed/ccn:n crib, both dati.n:J from 

abJut 1875-1900. '!he other fann l::uildi.n:Js are non-contril:uti.n:J dairy barns arxi 

small equipne.nt l::uildi.n:}s, Wilt al:x:>ut 1946. 'Ihe significance of the farmstead 

is based principally on the architecture and technology of the stone 

springhouse, a fine example of mid-19th centw:y stol'lE!'W'Ork in the brC7.NI1Stone 

material c::amroonly available in the Monocacy Valley. '!he house, although a log 

structure, retains the general interior plan tut has been much altered since 

1946. 
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0 DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Miller-Schlosser Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 11533 Hessong Bridge Road __ not for publication 

city, town Lewistown __ Xvicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

county Frederick 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
____x_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
__1L_ private residence 
__ · religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Addie R. Firor 

street & number 11533 Hessong Bridge Road telephone no. : 

city, town Thurmont state and zip code MD 21788 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1696 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 528 

city, town Frederick state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-3-69 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CX>NTRIBUl'ING RESOURCE OJUNT: 4 

'!he Miller-Schlosser Fannstead is an originally agricultural C!Claplex, nov,,r 
principally a private residence, centered on a circa 1848-1852 two-story log 
dwelling am a two-story stone springhouse/snokehouse canbination arrl the remaining 
contril:llting agricultural outl::uildin;Js, a frame hog barn arrl a frame wagon shed/com 
crib of about 1870. 'Ille fannstead was dated by larrl records research arrl an 
interior log inscribed 1852 which, although renoved from its original location, has 
been retained by the present owner, Mrs. Firor. 'Ille fannstead is located on the 
east side of Hesso~ Bridge Road about 1-1/4 miles north of Lewistown, Frederick 
County, Marylam. '!he hlildin;Js are on generally level grourrl about 200 yards east 
of the road am just north of Samy Run, which follows an east-west course through 
the property. 

'!he dwelling has two stories am a three-bay south elevation. 'Ille exterior is 
covered with pressboard siding, which replaces the fonner exterior cladding of 
gennan siding. A one-story porch exten::Js across the south elevation. '!he wirrlc:Ms 
are 1/1 replacement sash. '!he starxling seam roof has interior errl chimneys. A 
two-story brick rear ~ exten::Js fran the northwest corner of the log section. 
Incorporated with the rear wing as part of a m:xlern renv:xieling is a surnrner kitchen 
adjo~ the northeast corner arrl an originally open side porch on the wing. '!he 
surnrner kitchen has a composition roof. 'Ille interior of the house retains the basi 
two-room first floor plan in the log section, rut the fireplace in the west room has 
been replaced with a brick surrourrl arrl the mantel in the east room is a refinished 
late 19th centm:y pine design with gec:matric panels. 'Ille corner stairway in the 
northwest corner has been retained. 'Ille rear wing has been the nost altered, 
conta~ a m:xiern kitchen arrl the enclosed side porch arrl surnrner kitchen, which 
has no spatial definition, the fonner exterior walls having 1:>een derrolished to 
create a single space with the porch. 

Springhouse/srcokehouse: '!he stone, t:wo-level springhouse is located south of the 
dwelling. Built about the same time as the dwelling, it is a rectangular b.ri~ 
with the spring running through the l~ level tcMard the east. '!he bramstone 
walls have been whitewashed. '!he roof is starxling seam metal. Vertical board doors 
are located in both levels on the north elevation arrl a m:xlern wood stair am porch 
provide access to the upper level. A third door is located in the east elevation 
near the northeast conier. '!he wirrlows are 6/ 6. '!he upper level has two rooms, the 
western of which served as the smokehouse. 

Hog barn: '!he frame hog barn was l:uilt about 1870 arrl is located on the fann lane 
as it runs northward fran the domestic group. It is currently used as a garage. 
'!he exterior is vertical board siding arrl the roof is starxling seam metal. Sliding 
doors are located on the east elevation. 

Wagon shed/com crib: '!he frame wagon shed/com crib is located at the north errl of 
the fann lane just south of the non-contri.J:uting 1946 dairy barn. Built about 
1870-1900, it has vertical board siding arrl a starxling seam gable roof. Just wa_c:'­

of the wagon shed is a concrete block barn l:uilt in 1946 on the stone fourrlation o_ 
the original bank barn. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-3-69 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 150~1599 

- 160~1699 

_170~1799 

~ 180~1899 

_190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1848-1852; 1875- Builder/Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A 

A 

B xC D 

B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

SECI'ION 8: Significance: 

'!he Miller-Schlosser Farm.stead is principally inportant for the architecture of 
the stone sprin:Jhouse/SlTOkehouse. '!his is a sutstantial b.lildirg with well-crafted 
stonemasonry in the cxmnon brownstone of the Monocacy Valley. 'Ihe dwellin;J has been 
altered considerably since the late 1940's arx:i is minimally significant for the 
remainin;J plan arx:i log structure. 'Ihe farmstead was probably b.lilt by David Miller, 
the owner from 1848 to 1850, or George Schlosser, the purchaser of Miller's farm at 
a sheriff's sale due to debt in 1850. 'Ihe dated log 1852 foun:i in the structure arx:i 
._he 1858 Boni map confirm that the b.lildirg was in existence by the early 1850's. 

1864, the farm was one of the first larx:i purchases of Alexamer Ram.sb.lrg, who 
became one of the largest lan:lowners in the I.ewistown election district arx:i was one 
of the praOC>ters arx:i the vice-president of the Wa.shin3ton, Frederick arx:i Ge~ 
Railroad in about 1908. 'Ihe WF&G steam line ran alOn;J the western bourrlary of the 
farm. '!he WF&G Railroad was incorporated in 1909 into the eventual Hagerstown & 
Frederick Electric Railway arx:i the steam line was converted to electrification. '!he 
right of way is still marked by the line of p::::iwer poles which cross Hessong Bridge 
Road near the entrance to the Miller-Schlosser Fann. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-3-69 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick county, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick county, 1873. 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey, History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1979, p. 1038. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ S_a_c_r __ e_s ____ _ 
Quadrangle name Catoctin Furnace, Md. Quadrangle scale l: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I 1 I I I I I I I 0 W 111 I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting 

c Li.J L-1 _,__., ____ _ 

D LU I..........._! ......._._-.....,...,.1 I ........... ....._. ___ ....... __, 
E L...Ll ._I _,__.,__._......,_ F Li__j 
G LLl ._I _,__., ___ _ H LiJ 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 32, Parcel 40. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date September 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

WJM.AND HISTORICAL musr 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNlfY PLACE 
CROWNSVHlE. MD 2 i032·2023 

301-0 1 ci- ·'-:/)!J 

PS-2746 



F-3-69 
Miller-SChlosser Farmstead 
Lewistown 
Frederick County 

HISIORIC a::>Nl'IDcr': 

MARYLAND o:::MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Gec:lgl:'apric Organization: Piedroc>nt 
(Harford, Baltim::>re, carro11, Frederick, Hc:Mard, M:>ntganery 
Counties, arrl Baltim::>re City) 

OlronolCXJical/Developrent Period: 
Agricultural-Irxlustrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihemes 
Architecture, Larrlscape Architecture an:l Ccmm.mity Planning 

Resource Types: 

catego:ry: Building 

Historic Enviromnent: Rural 

Historic F\metion arrl Use: 
Dcmestic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Dcmestic/secorxlary structure/siookeh.ouse 
Agriculture/suJ::sistence/anilnal facility 
Agriculture/suJ::sistence/storage/grana:ry 

KncMn Design Source: None 
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