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Alexarrler Rams1:urg Farmstead 
I.ewistown vicinity 
Private 

1883 

'!he Alexarxier Rams1:urg Farmstead is dcminated by the two-story, 

white-painted brick house in the Italianate style with its inscribed stone 

gi vin;J the CMner' s nane and the date 1883. North of the house are several 

agricultural l::uildin;Js, includ.i.rg a circa 1940 concrete block dairy barn and 

milk house, a fraioo wagon shed, and a fraioo hog barn. '!he original bank barn 

was destroyed by Hurricane Agnes in 1972 and replaced by a non-contrirutin;J 

structure. '!he house is a good example of the later Italianate style, :popular 

fran about 1873-1885, although it first appeared nationally in a more 

exuberantly decorated fo:rm about 1850. In the Ramsb.rrg house, the most 

identifiable features are the front gable with a semi-circular wimow, the 

praninent bracketed ex>rnice, and the hipped roof. Alexarrler RamsbJrg was one 

of the largest landCMne.rS in the I.ewistown district in the late 19th century 

and was the vice-president of the Washington, Frederick. and Gettysb.rrg 

Railroad, a steam railway that was bought by the future Hag~ and 

Frederick. Railway in 1909 and ex>nverted to part of its electric trolley line. 
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HISIDRIC a::>NI'Dcr': 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC P.RESERVATirn PIAN DATA 

GE!c>graI:tllc Organization: Piedm:>nt 
(Harford, Ba.ltiloore, carro11, Frederick, Ha.Jard, Montgomery 
Counties, am Ba.ltilrore City) 

Chronological/Developrent Pericxi: 
:rmustrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericxi 'Ihenes: 
Agriculture 
Architecture, I..an:lscape Architecture am Chnnnmity Planni.n;J 

Resource 'fype: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function am Use: 
Daoostic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outb.rilding 

Known Design Source: None 
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1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Alexander Ramsburg Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 11214 Angleberger Road 

city, town Lewistown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
__x___ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. F-3-72 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
x___ agriculture 
_x___ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Hubert R. Brown 

street & number 11214 Angleberger Road telephone no.: 

city, town Thurmont state and zip code Md. 21788 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 529 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 345 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 
Brinkman Survey of Frederick County F-495 
James Survey of Frederick County F-20-5 

date c. 1966-68 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_K_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-3-72 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

OON1'RIBUI'ING RESOURCE CDUNI': 5 

'!be Alexarrler Rams1::urg Farmstead is an originally agricultural complex now used 
as a private residence with canbined c:::c:xillOO.rCial arxi agricultural uses centered on an 
1883 brick dwelling, dated by an inscribed stone in its south elevation, with 
agricultural l::W.ldings consisting of a circa 1940 concrete block dairy barn arxi milk 
house, a frame wagon shed of about 1890, arxi a frame hog barn of about the same 
date. '!be farmstead is located on the north side of ~leberger Road just east of 
U.S. 15 near I.ewista..m, Frederick County, Marylarxi. '!be site is on a hill 
overlooking the central Monocacy Valley arxi catoctin Mountain arrl the dwelling faces 
south tCMard Mt. Prospect M.E. Church (F-3-55) on the south side of ~leberger 
Road. 

'!be two-story brick house is in an Italianate style with white-painted walls. 
'!be south elevation has a central cross gable in which is set the marble stone 
inscribed "Alex. Remsb.Jrg, 1883 11 below a semi-circular win:iow. ('!be spelling of the 
family nane varies fran source to source; the historic nane refers to the spelling 
in the 1910 Williams arxi 1'k::Kinsey History of Frederick County arrl the larxi 
records. ) '!be facade has five bays with segrrental arched openings. A one-story 
i:x:>rch exterDs across the south elevation. '!be support posts are square with molded 
bases. An Italianate bracketed arxi d.entilled cornice exterDs around the entiri:
l::W.lding arxi the hi~ roof is covered with cuuposition material. Twin centra 
chimneys rise from the roof. '!be first floor winfa..is extend to the floor arrl have 
1/1 sash. '!be upper story has 1/1 replacement sash. '!be main door is a four-panel 
type umer an arched, single light transom. '!be east arrl west elevations have two 
bays each. A two-story rear wing exterDs from the north elevation. On the east 
side of the wing is an enclosed one-story i:x:>rch, from which an extended roof covers 
a modern concrete terrace. '!be north elevation of the wing has two ba.ys arrl the 
first story win:iows have been filled in with brick. '!be interior of the house was 
inaccessible for this survey. 

OUtl:uildings: 

Dairy barn arxi milk house: '!be plain concrete block dairy barn arxi milk house 
apparently date fran about 1940, estimated by the use of the plain block rather than 
the rusticated variety more frequently l::W.lt in the 1920's arxi 1930's. The upper 
structure is frame with a gambrel roof in starrling seam metal. '!be sash is 2 
vertical lights in metal frames. '!be barn has a modern extension on the north 
elevation arxi is currently used as a storage l::W.lding for the current owner's 
contractin;J b.lsiness. 

Wagon shed: '!be frame wagon shed is located north of the house arrl a 
non-contriruting concrete block tool shed. It was probably Wilt about 1883 and is 
located just south of the site of the original bank barn which was destroyed in 1972 
by Hurricane Agnes. '!be barn site is now cx:x::upied by a non-contriblting structure. 
'!be wagon shed has adjoinin:J non-contri.b.lting additions, rut was originally the 
free-starxiing type with corn crib; on each side of the drive-through. The sout 

(Continued on seperate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No.F-3-72 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_prehistoric _archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ 1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 

_ 1500-1599 ~agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 ~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ 1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
~ 1800-1899 _commerce _exploration/settlement_ philosophy _theater 
_x_ 1900- _communications _industry _politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1883-C .1930 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: x A B x C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Alexarrler Rams1:urg Farmstead is significant for the Italianate architecture 
of its dwellin], a gcxxi, if rather restrained, exanple of the style, which was in 
the national context somewhat dated at the time of its construction in 1883, and for 
its association with Alexarrler Ramsl:urg, a praninent landowner and rusinessrnan in 
the last quarter of the 19th century. 'Ihe Italianate style was popular from about 
1850 to 1885, and the general treni after about 1873 was toward less exuberant 
decoration, as shown in the Rams1:urg house. When Wilt, it cost over $6, 000, a 
considerable sum for the period in Frederick County, which, with its prominent 
lcx::ation, reflected the wealth and position of Alexarrler Ram.sb.rrg, described in 1910 
"'lS "probably the largest land a;,mer and tax payer in I.ewistown District". 'Ihe 
;illiam.s and Mc:Kinsey history calls the fann "a IOOSt desirable country-place (with) 

excellent banlS, and the water needed on the place is furnished by a hot air engine 
that pumps the water fran a well, 239 feet deep, which was drilled mainly through 
solid rock." With l::uildin;Js and fixtures of this type, the farmstead was clearly 
one of the showplaces of the I.ewistavn district. Rams1:urg (born 1838), in addition 
to avnin;J over 400 acres, was one of the praooters and the vice-president of the 
Washington, Frederick and Gettysb..lrg Railroad, a small steam railway which was 
planned to link Washi.nc;ton and Gettysb.rrg, rut was only Wilt between Frederick and 
'lhurnont. 'lhe original investors were bought out by the Frederick and Middletown 
Railway (later the Hagerstavn and Frederick Railway) in 1909 and the route became 
the 'IhUrIOC>nt division of the H&F trolley line. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-3-72 

Harwood, Herbert H., Jr. Blue Ridge Trolley. San Marino, Ca.: Golden West Books, 1970, 
pp. 21-23 

McAlester, Virginia & Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 
1990, pp. 211-212. 

Land Records of Frederick County (Continued op separate §heetl 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -----=5-=a~c=-r~e.,,,_s ____ _ 
Quadrangle name Ca toctin Furnace, Md. Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J l I 1 I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .__I .____.____. __ ! .._I .......__._""""---"'......_ ..... D LU I I I I 
E Li._J I I I ._I ~___.__--- F LL_j I 
G LlJ I I I ,__I .....___..__.__ ........ __. H LL_j 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 32, Parcel 29. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept.date September 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

MARYLJ\,\.:._, 1 ._.,..., · 

return to: DHCP/DHC:_. 

I 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

100 COMMUNITY Pu-\\., 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032~20,-. 

i -514-7600 

PS-2746 



Alexamer Ram.srurg Farmstead 
Frecierick county 

7.2 Description (Continueci) 

SURVEY No. F-3-72 

elevation still has vertical siclin;J and the co:rn crib spaces are n.cM used for 
storage. 

Hog barn: Northeast of the wagon shed is a frame hog barn, currently used as a 
horse barn. Built about 1883, the structure has vertical siclin;J and two 
vertical board doors on the south elevation. '!he roof is stan:lin] seam metal. 
Both the wagon shed and hog barn, as well as the derrolisheci bank barn, were 
probably J::uilt in the sane year as the house, as the 1910 Williams and McKinsey 
histo:ry states the property had no J::uilclin;Js on it when Alexamer Ramsburg 
purchased it in 1880. 



Alexan::ler Ramsb.lrg Farmstead 
Frederick County 

9.1 Bibli~y (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-3-72 

Williams, T.J.C., am Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. 
Reprinted Baltim::>re: Regional Publish..inJ co., 1979, p. 1038-1039. 
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