
F-3-74 
Pl:ospect; Cronise' s Prospect 
Lewistown vicinity 
Private 

1776-ca. 1930 

Prospect is centered on a dated 1776 brick dwelling with an attached brick 

stnmner kitchen am a late 19th century one-story porch, with a stone 

sprin3house am a brick smokehouse of al:out the last quarter of the 18th 

century. '!he farmstead also cxmtains a frame chicken house/wood shed, a frame 

bank barn, a frane tool shed, am a frane garage, b.lilt during the period about 

1850 through 1930. '!he house is significant for fine interior wood trim, 

paneling, am mantelpieces am for its relatively early date in the LewistCMn 

area, which is based on architectural features am the 1910 Williams am 

McI<insey county history. Although ,the exterior of the house has been 

san:iblasted, replacement wirrlows am roofing installed, the historic character 

of the exterior is relatively intact. Several non-contril::uting b.lildings have 

been erected within the agricultural group, but the relationship of the 

dcmestic am agricultural functions is clearly readable in the pl~ of the 

farm.stead. 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form; - DOE _yes x no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic Prospect (preferred); Cronise's Prospect 

and/or common Poff's Prospect 

2. Location 

street & number 11530 Auburn Road 

city, town Lewistown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
~-object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

___x__ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_1L_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
~ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name William H. & Lois Poffenberger 

street & number 11530 Auburn Rd. telephone no. : 

city, town Thurmont state and zip code Md. 21788 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1194 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 491 

city, town Frederick 
state Md. 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

Brinkman Survey of Frederick County F-495 
title James Survey of Frederick County F-20-9 

date c. 1966-68 __ federal __x__ state __ county __ local 

pository for survey records Md · SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x__ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _K_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-3-74 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Prospect or Cronise's Prospect is a farmstead centered on a 1776 brick dwelling, 
dated by an inscribed panel on the east elevation arrl by a biographical sketch in 
the 1910 Williams arrl M=Ki.nsey History of Frederick eounty, with an attached brick 
summer kitchen arrl several other dcmestic outl:uildin;Js, including a brick smokehouse 
arrl a stone spri.nghouse approxllnately contenporary with the house, arrl a chicken 
house/wood shed canbination sb:ucture. 'Ihe farmstead also includes an agricultural 
group with a large frame bank barn ruilt about 1850, a frame tool shed arrl a frame 
garage ruilt about 1930. 'Ihe fannstead is located on the west side of Auhrrn Road, 
which parallels U.S. 15 about 1 mile northwest of Iewistown, Frederick County, 
Marylarrl. 'Ihe house arrl dOI'l'eStic outl:uildin;Js are located i.Imnediately adjacent to 
Auburn Road arrl the agricultural ruildin;Js are located west of the domestic group 
with several non-contr.ihlting noiern concrete block arrl metal b.lildin;Js. '!he 
property also includes a family cemetery in the open field south of the farmstead, 
surrourrled by a metal pipe railing. 'Ihe cemetery contains graves of Cr'onise, Doll, 
and Funderl:xrrk family members, all of whan were associated with the property in the 
19th century. 

'Ihe house has two stories with the principal elevation in flemish bond facing 
south. 'Ihe exterior of the house has 1:::>een sarrlblasted and repainted during the lac-+-
20 years. 'Ihe south elevation has five bays with a center entrance. A one-stc. 
porch probably added in the early 20th century exterrls across the south and east 
elevations. 'Ihe porch columns are plain with Ionic capitals arrl brick bases. '!he 
porch room is starrling seam metal. 'Ihe wirxiows are 1/1 replacement sash in openings 
with gauged arches. Louvred shutters, probably added in the late 19th century, are 
still in place. 'Ihe cornice is rrolded wood arrl the gable roof has interior end 
chllnneys arrl is covered with noiern cx:xcp::>Sition material. '!he center entrance has a 
replacement paneled door below a four-light transom. 'Ihe east gable end has three 
bays with a door in the north bay arrl paired 1/1 wirxiows in the center bay. 'Ihe 
second story has two bays. Above the secorrl story wirxiows is an inset panel 
inscribed "Prospect 177611 • 'Ihe sharply clear stencil type lettering and the 
material of the panel, possibly concrete, irxticate that the panel was installed in 
the mid-20th century. 'Ihe north elevation has an irregular bay arran;Jernent 
partially concealed behin:l a noiern board fence. Some wirxiows have 2/2 sash. 'Ihe 
west gable end is linked by a noiern inf ill section with an originally free-standing 
brick summer kitchen. 'Ihe win:lows in this section are 6/6 arrl a rebuilt interior 
end chllnney is located at the west elevation. 'Ihe roof is composition. 'Ihe 
interior was inacx::essible for this survey. 'Ihe James survey fonn on the property 
briefly describes late 18th century panelin;J arrl a mantelpiece arrl chair rails which 
a~ to be consistent with the exterior. 

Dcanestic outb.lildin;Js: 

Spri.nghouse: 'Ihe stone spri.nghouse is located north of the house and is a 
rectan;Jul.ar, two-story sb:ucture with a shed corrugated metal roof sloping toward 
the north, an unusual style for this b.lildin;J type in Frederick County. 'Ihe sor 
elevation of the b.lild.in::J has vertical board doors on each level at opposite ends __ 



8. Significance Survey No. F-3-74 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

. 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_x__ 1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
-X- 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture __ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__x__ agriculture _economics _ literature __ sculpture 
-X---- architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 177 6-C • 19 3 5 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Gri teria: x A 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

B x C 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Prospect is IOOderately significant for the craftsmanship of the interior wood 
trim, although its current state was not verified in this survey. The exterior of 
the house conveys a fair anount of integrity, although the sarrlblasted brick and 
repointing have c.han;Jed its a~, as have the replacement windows and 
roofing. 'lhe house is relatively early for the I.ewistown area and is one that can 
be fairly acx::urately dated by a biographical accotmt in the 1910 Williams and 
McKinsey Historv of Frederick County. I..arrl records researdl.ed for this form ref er 
to Frederick Cronise ( 1798-1866) , for whom the property was resurveyed in 1841 as 
11cronise 1s Prospect", rut the apparent Wilder was his great-grandfather, Johannes 
'"'ronise, a German innnigrant. 'lhe existing outl::uildings display the variety of 

mestic and agricultural structures in the working farmstead from the early 19th 
century to the present. Although IOOSt have at least sorre alterations, the 
relationship of the two functional groups is clearly defined. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-3-74 

Bond, Isaas. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.0. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

aaltimgre· Begigpal B1hliBhipg Cg 1979, p 1119 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ l_O_a_c __ r_e_s ___ _ 
Quadrangle name Catoctin Furnace, Md. Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i._J I I I I 
Zone Easting 

sw I I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c Li..J ._I .............. ____ _ D LJj I I I I 
E LJ .._I .....___. ____ _ 

F LLJ I I I I 
G LLJ .._I .....___. ____ _ 

H LU I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 10 acres centered on the bank barn including the house, the domestic 
and agricultural outbuildings, and the family cemetery in the open field south of 
the farmstead on Tax Map 32. Parcel 42. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date September, 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MAI:._ 
l./.-.~· 

100 COM~v;JNff )· r ~ .. nC~ 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-202 

l -514-7600 

PS-2746 



Prospect 
Frederick County 

7. 2 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-3-74 

the elevation. 'Ihe sprin3house may date from the last quarter of the 18th 
century. A possible theory on the shed roof is that the ruilding once had a 
full secorrl story with a gable roof which deteriorated and was partially 
destroyed or deroc>lished on the north side, with the rel::uilding taking the fonn 
of the shed. 

Srrokehouse: 'Ihe square plan brick smokehouse is located north of the house and 
southwest of the sprin;jlouse. It has whitewashed walls and a pyramidal hipped 
roof cxwered with corrugated metal. A vertical board door with strap hinges is 
located in the south elevation. 'Ihe smokehouse may also date from the last 
quarter of the 18th century. 'Ihe size and roof style of the smokehouse were 
c:::anmon throughout the County during the late 18th century and most of the 19th 
century. 

Wood shed/chicken house: 'Ihe frame combination ruilding appears to date from 
the last quarter of the 19th or first quarter of the 20th century. I.ocated 
southwest of the smokehouse, it is the nearest outbuilding to the surraner 
kitchen wing of the house. It has vertical board siding and a corrugated shed 
roof. 'Ihe chicken house on the west en::l has a single door and window on the 
south elevation. 'Ihe wood shed portion is an open-sided covered space on the 
east en::l of the structure. 

Agricultural outruildings: 

Bank barn: 'Ihe frame bank barn appears to date from about 1850, judged by its 
stone foundation and size, which approximate those of other barns of that 
:period. 'Ihe upper frame structure is covered with vertical siding, possibly 
m:xiern replacements of earlier siding. A wagon shed/com crib extension is 
located on the east gable en::l, probably added in the 1890's or early 1900's. 
'Ihe drive-through opening has been closed with a m:xiern lift-type garage door. 
'Ihe roof is standing seam metal. A non-contril:::uting m:xiern concrete silo is 
located near the ramp on the south elevation. Modern frame, metal-roofed 
loafing sheds are attached to the north elevation of the barn. 

Tool shed: 'Ihe frame tool shed is located on the fann lane between the 
danestic group and the barn. It has german siding and a standing seam shed 
roof. '!his structure probably dates from about 1930. 

Garage: 'Ihe frame garage is located near the tool shed and was apparently 
ruilt about the same time. It has sliding ton;JUe-and-groove doors on the east 
elevation, vertical board siding and a standing seam roof. 

'I' 



F-3-74 
Prospect 
Lewistown 
Frederick County 

HISIORIC OONI'E>IT: 

MAR.YI.AND CXMPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: PiednDnt 
(Harford, BaltinDre, carroll, Frederick, HCMard, M:>ntgc::irrery 
Counties, arrl. Baltinore City) 

Olronological/Develc:pnent Period: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 
Agricultural-Irxiustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Irxiustrial/Urban Dominance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericrl '!hemes: 
Agriculture 
Architecture, I.aOOscape Architecture arrl. Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource Type: 

catego:ry: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function arrl. Use: 
Dcatestic/si.n;Jle dwelli.n;J/residence 
Dcatestic/secomary structure/srokehouse 
Dcatestic/secomary structure/other depen:iencies 
Agriculture/sutsistence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/sutsistence/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 
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