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The Roy Shafer Road Bridge is a small single span iron pony truss 
bridge of pratt design which spans Catoctin Creek near Middletown. 
The single lane bridge is set upon coursed random stone abutments 
and is approximately thirty feet in length and fifteen feet wide. 
The wood decking is rotted. Joints of the bridge are secured with 
pinned connections. The nameplate, located on the southwest hip, 
indicates the bridge was "built by King Iron Bridge Company, 
Cleveland, Ohio, 1885. 11 

The King Iron Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio was one of the 
most important bridge companies in the U.S. during the nineteenth 
century. Its founder, Zenas King, patented the Tubular Arch 
Bridge in 1859, and the company began manufacturing bridges at the 
rate of approximately twenty-five per year. But by 1874, when the 
company's catalog was published, 250 to 300 bridges in Tubular 
Arch style were being built a year. By 1884, King Iron Bridge and 
Manufacturing Company was one of the largest highway bridge works 
in the United States. There are two other bridges in Frederick 
County known to have been built by the company and one more is 
attributed. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Roy Shafer Road Bridge is a small single span iron pony truss 
bridge of pratt design which spans Catoctin Creek near Middletown. 
The single lane bridge is set upon coursed random stone abutments 
and is approximately thirty feet in length and fifteen feet wide. 
The wood decking is rotted. Joints of the bridge are secured with 
pinned connections. 

The name plate, located on the southwest hip, indicates the bridge 
was 11 built by King Iron Bridge Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 1885. 11 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The King Iron Bridge Company of Cleveland, Ohio was one of the most 
important bridge companies in the U.S. during the nineteenth century. 
Its founder, Zenas King, patented the Tubular Arch Bridge in 1859, and 
the company began manufacturing bridges at the rate of approximately 
twenty-five per year. But by 1874, when the company's catalog was 
published, 250 to 300 bridges in Tubular Arch style were being built 
a year. By 1884, King Iron Bridge and Manufacturing Company was one 
of the largest highway bridge works in the United States. There are 
two other bridges in Frederick County known to have been built by the 
company and one more is attributed. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 
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