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c--shadow lines and "ghos~" remain so that they could be re
produced. A remaining original door architrave has quirked ovolo 
trim. Nails that once held the woodwork to the sca~tling wall 
are machine cut. ~1111'"' 

-
In the kitchen wing to the rear o~ the building is a la~ge 

service fireplace flanked with cupboards which had doors. A
curious and apparently original part of the construction is a 
passageway throuf,h the wall shared by the kitchen and the main 
house. The opeing, which is about foru to five feet above the 
floor level, ~p~r~xirnately one foot hfgh and perhans two feet 
wide with side walls flaring wider toward the kitchen. The 
part of the op~ng facing the room in the main house retains 
wooden framing. The entire surface of the opening; is olastered. 

Although deteriorated and neglected the bouse seens ~to be 
in rather $ound condition. 

West of the house is a stone bank barn \in ruined condition. 
It appears to be contemporary with the house. 

This abandoned farmstead is significant for its architecture 
and for its contribution to the history of agriculture in 
Frederick County. The buildings provide an excellent exa~ple of 
period vernacular architecture typical of the norther~Maryland 
and southernPennsylvania region where stone construction was 
prominent. 

Althour,h much of the architectural details ahve been 
removed enough evidence remains to suggest that 'ihe house ·was 
built during the early 19th century. It ap~ears to have had no 
major alterations. The pass through openin~ from the kitchen 
into the room adjacent to it is an unusual feature and one that 
is worthy of further study as to its orip;ins and uses. 

The complex Has a working farm and reflectsi farninr, needs a...-.Q. 
buildings. All of the major buildings apnear todate from the 
early 19th century !!laking this comolex a period 'architectural 
set. 
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_ This complex is located at the end of a paved access road 
::... which leads in a northerly direction from Monument Road along 
- the south berm of Interstate Route 70 in Frederick County, ~ID. 
- The buildings face south. 

The complex includes the ruins of a stone house, stone end 
barn, and stone spring house all showing evidence of datin~ from 
the 1800-1320 period. 

The house is a two and one half story, five bay stuccoed 
stone structure with a one story, two bay stuccoed stone kitchen 
wing extending to the rear. 

The walls have a plain stucco finish with a white lime ~op 
coat without evidence of striking or other decorative work. In 
wall areas where the stucco has fallen away, the stone construc
tion is revealed as rubble work ra~.er than dressed stone sup;~est
ing that the walls were stuccoed oriRinally. 

The front elevation disnlays basic svmnetrv with windows 
at the main level being slightly longer than those at the UDDer 
story. At the ground level there are three small onenings into 
the basenent. They appear to be orip;inal with wide frames havin?; 
pegged joints. The topography is such that the house is built 
on a slope so that a ground story is fully exposed at the east 
end wall. No window sashes remain at the two main stories~ however, 
a fe·w parts still in place show that the main floor level had 
nine over six light sash wfiiEe while the unnerrnost storv.had six 
over six pane windows. The windows retain wide wooden ~rames 
with per,ged joints and are trim_T"led with quirl:ed ovolo molding. 
This framin and trim is consistent throughout the house including 
the kitchen' win~. 

The main entrance is located int the center bav of the 
front elevation. The original tr[@sorn has been filled in with 
some 20th cen.!=ury wainscoa~ting. The front door is reached by 
a rotted flibgt of wooden steps slightly wider than the entrance. 
There is no evidence now observable of there having been any sort 
of entrance porch or door hood. 

. Most areas of the roof are covered with corrugated sheet 
~etal, channel drain sheet metal applied over an older wood 
shingle roof. Brick chimneys are located inside a.the end walls 
of the main section and a large stone chimney is located inside 
the end wall of the kitchen. 

Unfortunately, vandals have removed much of the interior 
woodwork and triM. from the interior of the house. The front 
door opens into a central stair hall with one larp,e room to its 
west and, two rooms to its east. Baseboards, chairrail, the stair
rail andstair trim have been removed from the hallwav but 



February 20, 1979 

Mr. Ralph F. Young, Jr. 
Superintendent 

COPY 

SOuth Mountain Natural Environmental Area 
c/o Gathland State Park 
900 Arnoldsto·wn Road 
Jefferson, MD 21755 

Dear Ralph: 

To refresh your memory, on February 14, 1979, we visited the 
stone house standing on the old Echo Lake property. The 
purpose was to ascertain the structural stability and feasi
bility of adaptive reuse of the house and barn. 

The stone house was built ca. 1810 judging from the remaining 
architectural evidence. All of the window, doors, stair
railings, and moldings have been removed from the house as 
has the entire attic floor system. Most of the plaster walls 
and ceilings are also in poor condition. 

However, the stone shell, first and second floor framing 
systems, staircase framing system and the roof framing systen 
are all intact and in good, salvageable condition. The bulges 
in the stone walls have been there for many years. There are 
no cracks in the exterior stucco to suggest there has been 
any recent movement. I can remember the house being stuccoed 
20 years ago and the covering is probably older than that. 
It is my judgement that the shell is not moving and that the 
bulges in the walls pose no threat of falling. 

The main house is 24' by 35' with two floors and a one floor 
addition of about 16' by 20'. There is exactly 2000 square 
feet of historical "living space", with an expandable area in 
the basement and attic of-1680 additional feet. Another 320 
square feet could be added by raising the roof over the stone 
kitchen wine. This could bring the total useable floor space 
possible to 4000 square feet. 

Consider: 

A. A new building of 4000 square feet would cost from 
$40 to $45 per square feet or about $160,000.00 to 
$180,000.00. Of course, this depends largely on what 
is installed, the nature of the construction and 
many other factors. It might also be added that a 
new building will not match in character, charm, 
history, nor construction the old existing building. 

'(-10 
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B. Renovation of existing stone shell of the entire 
possible 4100 square feet will cost around $120,000.00. 
Should onlv the exterior be entirelv refurbished and 
the two 3aln floors of 2000 scuare ~eet be done in a 
first stage, then the COSL can be dropped to around 
an initial exuenditure of about $75,000.00. Again 
many factors ~ill affect the final figure. 

Benefits of renovating old stone shell: 

1. Educational value. The Boy Scouts who show an appti
tude and interest in the project could form a team 
under the direction of a professional architectural 
historian and completely study the structure. Archi
tectural history, construction and materials history, 
and a set of measured drawings will be the possible 
products. This activity will provide the boys with 
an extremely unique activity. It can also save the 
Scout Council a great deal of money. The information 
can be used for planning. 

2. Retention of historical artifact. By renovatin the 
old structure, the boys will constantly be reminded 
of their architectural heritage and this will help in 
building a vital national preservation ethic. Scout 
leaders will be surprised at the possibility of in
creased Scout attendance by the boys during activities 
at the renovated house and lake. 

3. The conservation of the environrnnet and the ecology 
was an underlying theme when I was a Scout. It might 
be pointed out that it will take energy to knock down 
and haul away the energy it took to build the house. 
It will also take energy to reproduce a useable struc
ture. A lot of wasted energy will be spent on a new 
building that will neither look as nice nor be as sound 
for as long as the stone building has .been and can still 
continue to be. 

4. For those who s2y that retrofitting an old buildinf 
is more expensive or too expensive over raising a new 
structure, the statistics prove that dollar for dollar 
adaptive reuse creates more jobs, conserves energy, 
uses less man-made materials, and has a higher rate 
of return and resale value at the end of the project. 
Because of the good condition of the structure and 
the potential for salvage as well as the fact the 
cost of renovation could be way less than the $100,000.00, 
I highly recommend that the building be considered 
for renovation. I am confident that a well done 
feasibility study will impress all concerned with the 
possibilities. 
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Conce~~ing the barn, the structure could be saved but at great 
expense. The south wall has moved because of the failure of 
the morter between the stone joints. There has also been in
terior framing structural damage both from fire and later al
terations. The entire forebay has collapsed. If a trade off 
has to be made, allow the barn to be demolished if all efforts 
can then be put into the house. It may be wise to consider the 
retention of the stone foundation and recapping this area to 
provide storage and parking facilities for the camp. 

If I can be of further assistance in meeting with interested 
parties or doing the feasibility study, please feel free to 
call at any time. 

Sincerely, 

Douglass C. Reed 
Architectural Technician 

DCR/sc 
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