
F-4-11 
casa r.ana 
Braddock Heights 
Private 

ca. 1910 

casa Lana is a 2-1/2 sto:ry Mission style house with a white stucco exterior 

arrl a shaped parapet in the hiwed roof. '!he wide overhangi.nq eaves have 

paired brackets. 'lhe west elevation has a projectirg entrance foyer arrl 

originally had a one-sto:ry porch which has been reiooved, leavirg a small 

balcony off a sec:o:rrl sto:ry doorway. A two-sto:ry sun pordl on the east 

elevation was originally open, rut has been enclosed arrl a recently Wilt 

garage arrl connectirg link have also been added. Built as a sanitaritnn in 

about 1910 by Rev. Cllarles Winbigler, it was briefly the heme of Oscar C. 

Coblentz, one of the partners in the Frederick arrl Middletown Railway, which 

developed the resort village of Braddock Heights, before becani.rq an exclusive 

hotel in the 1920's arrl early 1930's. Durirg this period it was well-known as 

an elegant retreat for praninent Washirgtonians arrl others. 'lhe grou:rrls once 

were ornamented with urns arrl a fountain. casa Lana is unique in Braddock 

Heights for its Mission style arrl may be the only exanple in Frederick eounty. 

'lhe style was nostly Wilt in the Southwest, rut sane exanples exist in the 

Fast, pop.llarized by architectural arrl Wildirg magazines in the period about 

1905-1920. 



F-4-11 
casa Lana 
Frederick County 

HIS'IDRIC CONI'E>cr': 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Geograµtlc Organization: Piednont 
(Harford, Ba.lti.J.oore, carro11, Frederick, H<:Mard, MJntganecy 
Counties, arrl Ba.lti.J.oore City) 

CllronolCXJical/Developnent Period: 
Irrlustrial/Urban Daninance, A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'llle.mes: 
Ardrltecture, 1a00scape Arch. carm. 
Scx::ial/Etlucation/CUltural 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Enviromnent: SUl::urban 

Historic F\mction arrl Use: 
Danestic/sinJle dwellirXJ/residence 
Danesticjhotel/hotel 
Health care/sanitarium/sanitarium 

Know Design Source: None 



M76 P25 Survey No. F-4-11 

Maryland Historical Trust r-:'s~cR1c FROPEPTIES 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes X no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Casa Loma 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6301 Jefferson Blvd. _ not for publication 

city, town Braddock Heights _ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryl and county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x__ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
___K_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
-2Lnot applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mr. & Mrs. Myron W. Randall 

street & number 6301 Jefferson Blvd. telephone no. : 

city, town Braddock Heights state and zip code Md. 21714 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1645 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 351 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

4eposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
.lL_ excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins __x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. F-4-11 

Check one 
___2$_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNTRIBU1'ING RESOURCE CDUNI': 1 

casa I.ana is a 2-1/2 story frame house with a stucco exterior Wilt about 1910 
in the Mission style located on the east side of Jefferson Boulevard in Braddock 
Heights, Frederick County, Marylarx:l. '!he house has an asyxmetrical facade on the 
west elevation with a shaped roof parapet influenced by Spanish Colonial mission 
architecture. '!he house has an irregular plan with IOOdern alterations to an 
originally open sun porch on the east or rear elevation am a recently rel:uilt 
attadled concrete block garage. '!he site is a large, open lot with a terraced lawn 
on the west edged by a rCM of trees. 

'!he house has a basically square plan with a hipped composition roof which was 
originally slate. Donners project fran the roof slopes on all elevations. The 
Mission style parapet breaks through the deep eave line as an additional donner. 
'!he eaves have large paired brackets. on the west elevation first story is a 
projecting entrance foyer. A one-story porch seen in Ffiotos of the 1920's was 
renoved, probably in the 1940's, although the concrete deck is still in place an:l a 
sma.11 balcony with iron railings is located off the secorxi story door to the sun 
deck that was on the porch roof. WirxiCM placement is varied, as was typical of the 
Mission style an:l the other eclectic styles of the early 20th century. on the first 
story, many wirxiows are grouped in threes, with 9/1 sash. Sc:ma wirxiows have bee­
replaced with plate glass, as was one on the south elevation near the sout.hwes. 
corner. on the east elevation was a two-level open sun porch. 'Ibis was enclosed on 
the first level possibly during the 1930's. '!he current owners, Mr. am Mrs. 
Randall, rem:xieled the porch, enclosing both levels an:l installing IOOdern wirxiCMs. 
At the same time, a wood deck was Wilt off the enclosed porch. About 4 years ago, 
the original garage near the southeast corner of the house was replaced with the 
present concrete block structure an:l an enclosed connecting link with the kitchen of 
the house was Wilt. 

Farly Ffiotographs in the Randalls' possession sh.CM the grourxis lan:lscaped with 
piers topped by urns an:l a fO\llltain north of the house. Anne B. Hooper's Braddock 
Heights: A Glance Backward describes the stucco exterior has having been painted 
pink during the 1920's am 1930's, probably reflecting the Mission style's origins 
in california. 

'!he interior plan has a large livi.rg room with a stone fireplace, opening into 
the dining room, which has Wilt-in storage eabinets added by Marshall staub during 
his ownership from 1938 to 1960. originally, the living roan entrance from the 
front hall was flanked by coltnnnS set on lCM lx>okcases, a cc:mtDn feature of early 
20th century house plans. '!he parquet floor shows the location of the cases. 'lhese 
were removed by Mr. staub. '!he only major c:ha1Y:Je to the first floor other than the 
porch enclosure an:l wirrlCM alterations is the addition of a bath roan urrler the 
staircase. '!he ceiling of the living roan retains the original beams an:l the 
woodwork is varnished wood, probably oak. on the upper stories, the wood trim 
appears to be pine, as are the floors. '!he doors on the secorxi floor still have 
faint numbers, dating from the house's use as a hotel fran about 1920 to tl 
mid-1930's. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-11 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
__,¥.__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
__lL_ architecture _ education _ military ~ social/ 
- art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
- commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
- communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Ca. 1910 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: X A B X C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: ~national ~state _x_local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Casa I..ana is an unusual exanple of the Mission architectural style in Frederick 
County. In the resort ccmnunity of Braddock Heights, it is unique am::>n:J the 
eclectic styles fourrl throughout the village. 'lhe house is also important for its 
original use as a sanitarium am later as a hotel, two of the reasons for the 
popularity am success of Braddock Heights bein:] its spectacular location on the 
catoctin Mountain ridge am the catm:>n nalical belief of the early 20th century in 
the health benefits of higher elevations, particularly durin:] the sunmer season. 

other hotels in Braddock Heights also praooted the location for health 
1vantages am sane private residences were b.lilt for owners with respiratory 

_Jrditions whidl. were snnx>sed to benefit frcm the clearer air in the n¥:JUIItains. 
'!he Virdobona Hotel {F-4-13), near Casa Lana on Jefferson Boulevard, had guests 
praninent in Wash.in;Jton circles, includirg Grace 'l\llly, a secretary of President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who was recuperatin:] fran tuberculosis. Roc>sevelt visited 
there at least once. casa Lana was b.lilt by Rev. Cllarles F. Winbigler, a Washington 
minister who believed in a system of mental treatment for Iilysical corditions who 
hoped to establish the house as a sanitarium for his method. 'lhe current owner of 
Casa Lana believes tuberculosis patients were ~ to be the nost frequent 
residents, although sne also thinks it could have catered to wealthy alcdlolics. 
Winbigler's sanitarium was unsuccessful am the house was the residence of the Oscar 
B. Coblentz family fran about 1910 to 1919. Coblentz was one of the developers of 
Braddock Heights am an investor in the Frederick am Middletown Railway. In 1919, 
it was sold to Louis E. Guertin, a French caterer fran Washington, who operated it 
as a hotel am restaurant until the mid-1930's when the Depression caused a severe 
decline in the resort village's b.lsiness. D.Jrin:] the hotel period, Casa Lana is 
reputed to have been a discreet meetin:] am vacation retreat for praninent 
wasbi.nJton society leaders, drawn by Guertin's fine food am the privacy of the 
location. 

'lhe Mission style was popularized first in california, drawin:] on the Spanish 
colonial InissiCllS of that state for decorative details am occasionally in floor 
plans. Architectural am b.lilders' p..iblications spread the style to the eastern 
u.s. It was not ocmoon outside the Southwest, rut scattered exanples b.lilt about 
1905-1920 exist in the East, accordin:J to McAl.ester's Field Guide to American 
Houses. FUrther survey remains to be done to reveal whether casa Lana is wrique in 

·ederick County. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-11 

Hooper, Anne B. Braddock Heights: A Glance Backward. Privately published, 1974. 
Interview with Mrs. Myron W. Randall, Jan. 24, 1992. 
Land Records of Frederick County 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 1/ 4 a C re S 

Quadrangle name Middletown, Md. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 76, Parcel 25, including Lots 45, 46 & 47 of Plat A, 
Braddock Building & Development Co. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date February 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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