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Based on the available information, the Daniel Kepler Property, located in the vicinity of 
Bolivar, is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C for 
its association with the development of agriculture in Frederick County and for its 
association with the events of the assult on Turner's Gap in the Civil War. A portion of the 
property is included in the Fox's Gap section of the South Mountain Battlefield, included in 
the National Register of Historic Places. The farmstead consists of a log and frame 
farmhouse, a meathouse, springhouse, bankbarn, haybarn, and numerous other agricultural 
outbuildings. 
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Survey No. FR -

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

_x __ Piedmont 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

_x __ 
_x __ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

Buildin s 

Historic Environment: 

_x __ 

_x_ 

rural 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s) Domsetic/Single Family. Agricultural 
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Survey # F-4-124 
The Kepler Farm 
Street Address: 2111 Old National Pike 
Town, State: Middletown vicinity, MD 

_private ~, public 

Approximate date September 14. 1862 

This property is included in the survey of resources associated with the Civil War 

Battle of South Mountain, which occurred on September 14, 1862. The Kepler farmstead is 

located in a ravine with limestone outcrops, just south of Old National Road, and just 

west of the crossroads community of Boliver west of Middletown in Frederick County. 

Buildings include a gable-fronted two story house, probably of log construction, a timber 

frame bank barn with enclosed forebay, a wagon shed and various domestic and agricultural 

outbuildings. The house is situated on the low ground with the barn at higher elevation 

to its southeast. The wagon shed is located south of the house, also on the lower ground. 

The Kepler Farm was in the path of the Union approach to Turner's Gap, and Civil 

War maps from the Official Records of the War show that General Reno's IX Corps deployed 

from the southwestern edge of the Kepler farm as they moved into Fox's Gap in an attempt 

to outflank the Confederates holding Turner's Gap. Historic maps also show a battery of 

artillery placed in a field just south of the Kepler's farm buildings. The Kepler Farm is 

also secondarily significant for its architecture. The juxtaposition of the buildings is 

unusual with the barn at a higher elevation than the house. The house itself is unusual 

or the region with its gable-front presentation and combined Greek Revival and Italianate 

decorative features. 

Photo Reference: Photo # 

Form Prepared By: Paula s. Reed, PhD and Edith B. Wallace 
Woodward-Clyde 
200 Orchard Ridge Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

-,ate: February, 1998 



Maryland Historical Trust Survey No. F-4-124 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Kepler Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 2111 Old National Road __ not for publication 

city, town Middletown _JL vicinity of congressional district 6 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district _public -1L occupied _JL agriculture 
_lL building(s) _JL private _ unoccupied commercial 

structure both _ work in progress educational 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment 

_object _ in process _ yes: restricted _government 
_ being considered _ yes: unrestricted industrial 
_ not applicable -1L no _ military 

i. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Daniel A. and Helen L. Kepler 

street & number 2111 Old National Pike telephone no.: 

museum 
_park 
_JL private residence 
_religious 

scientific 
_ transportation 

other: 

city, town Middletown state and zip code MD 21768 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse Uber 845 

street & number 100 West Patrick Street Folio 540 

city, town Frederick state MD 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date federal state _ county 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 

local 



7. Description 
Condition 

excellent 
1L good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

_]L altered 

Survey No. F-4-124 

Check one 
_]L original site 

moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today. 

The Kepler farmstead is located in a ravine with limestone outcrops, 
just south of Old National Road, and just west of the crossroads community of 
Boliver west of Middletown in Frederick County. Buildings include a gable­
fronted two story house, probably of log construction, a timber frame bank 
barn with enclosed forebay, a wagon shed and various domestic and agricultural 
outbuildings. The house is situated on the low ground with the barn at higher 
elevation to its southeast. The wagon shed is located south of the house, 
also on the lower ground. 

The house faces east, and is a long rectangle with the main facade being 
the east gable end. It rests on stone foundations which are fairly high and 
is of wood construction, probably log with siding which appears to be 
aluminum. The front elevation is two bays wide with the main entrance in the 
more southerly bay. It is sheltered by a Greek Revival style pedimented porch 
supported by four columns. Windows have single pane replacement sash. The 
front elevation is distinguished by a broad frieze along the gable trimmed 
with brackets. Chimneys are located inside the gable ends and near the center 
of the house. The roofing material is sheet metal. The house appears to date 
from the mid 19th century, probably the 1850s or '60s. 

The barn is large with vertical siding and high stone foundations which 
extend out to support the forebay. The wagon shed with its open gable end 
faces north toward the Old National Road. 

A small stream runs through the ravine just to the northeast of the 
house. The topography of the farm is hilly with limestone outcrops and wooded 
fencelines and woodlots. The property extends to the south to Fox's Gap Road 
near its intersection with Reno Monument Road. It contains 130.50 acres. 



8. Significance 
Period 

prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

-1L 1800-1899 
1900-

SpecHlc dates 

Areas of SlgnHicance 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

_x_ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

check: Applicable Criteria: _x_ A 
and/or 

Applicable Exceptions: A 

Level of Significance: _x_ national 

Check and justify below 
community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education _x_ 
engineering 
exploration/settlement __ 
industry 
invention 

Builder/Architect 

B _lL C D 

B C D 

state local 

Survey No. F-4-124 

landscape architecture __ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

E F G 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other( specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support. 

The Kepler Farm is important primarily for its role in the Civil War 
Battle of South Mountain which occurred on September 14, 1862. Located along 
the south side of the National Road, the farm was in the path of the Union 
approach to Turner's Gap, and Civil War maps from the Official Records of the 
War show that General Reno's IX Corps deployed from the southwestern edge of 
the Kepler farm as they moved into Fox's Gap in an attempt to outflank the 
Confederates holding Turner's Gap. Historic maps also show a battery of 
artillery placed in a field just south of the Kepler's farm buildings. The 
Kepler Farm is also secondarily significant for its architecture. The 
juxtaposition of the buildings is unusual with the barn at a higher elevation 
than the house. The house itself is unusual for the region with its gable­
front presentation and combined Greek Revival and Italianate decorative 
features. 

During the Battle of South Mountain, the Union objective was to gain 
access to the passes across South Mountain so that Federals could attack the 
divided and vulnerable Confederate Army in the valley to the west. The 
Confederates held a thin line of defense under General D.H. Hill at Turner's 
Gap which was the main Union objective, since the National Road crossed the 
mountain through this gap. Expecting the pass to be strongly defended, the 
Federals initiated flanking movements to the north and to the south of the 
National Road. General Joseph Hooker's I Corps was selected to skirt to the 
north while General Jesse Reno's IX Corps was assigned the task of advancing 
from the South by way of Fox's Gap. The two corps split at Boliver 
crossroads, a short distance east of the Kepler Farm. In an effort to 
distract the enemy, General Ambrose Burnside selected Gibbon's "Black Hat 
Brigade" to approach Turner's Gap directly up the Old National Pike, and 
initiate a frontal attack. 

The Kepler farm sits in the shadow of the hill from which McClellan 
watched his grand army do battle. From the Kepler House one could have 
witnessed the movement of the IX Corps down the Old Sharpsburg Road and the I 
corps down the Old Hagerstown Road (today's Mt. Tabor Road). The march of 
Gibbon's Brigade would have passed directly in front of the Kepler House, the 
column marching through the fields on the left and the right of the road. 1 

From the Kepler farm, there was also a good view of the battle as it unfolded. 
Unfortunately for the Federals, their three-pronged attack was slow and 
uncoordinated, allowing the Confederates to reinforce their positions. The 
Confederates also had the advantage of terrain by holding the high ground. As 
one Union private put it, "the rebels had stone walls to get behind and the 

1stephen w. Sears, Landscape Turned Reel, New York: Ticknor and Fields, 
1983, P- 141-



Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Section Number --=8 __ Page _ __.2.__ __ 

Survey No. f ~ 4 _ / J. '/ 
Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

woods to fall back in."2 When General Reno went to the front to investigate 
the slow progress of his Corps at Fox's Gap, he was killed by a Rebel 
sharpshooter. The 7th Wisconsin, part of Gibbon's brigade was pinned down by 
flanking fire on the side of the mountain, along the National Road, a short 
distance west of the Kepler farm. By nightfall, the Rebels still held Turner's 
Gap, but they withdrew early the next morning realizing that their position 
could not be maintained. 

The Kepler farm is secondarily important as a vernacular farmstead 
grouping from the mid 19th century. The placement of the buildings on the 
landscape is unusual as is the exterior plan of the house. The exterior 
details suggest a construction date from the 1850s or '60s with mixed Greek 
Revival and Italianate influence. The structure of the house is probably log, 
as was typical of the region. Most farmsteads in central Maryland do not have 
the barn at such a distance and so much higher in elevation from the house. 
The gable-front presentation is also unusual among central Maryland 
farmhouses. 

The Kepler farm is also unusual in that it has been in the Kepler family 
since 1861. The farm was acquired by William J. Kepler on May 7, 1861 from 
Ezra Warrenfeltz (Deed Liber BGF 6/ folio 680). It remains in the Kepler 
family today. 

2sears, "Fire on the Mountain," Blue and Gray, December-January, 1986-
87' p. 21. 
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dection Number 8 Page 3 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: 

MARYLARD COMPRBJIBllSIVE PRBSBRVA'!l'IOlf PLA!f DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period(s): 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s): 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning 
Military 

Resource Type: 

Category: Buildings 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 
Single Residence 
Animal facility 

Known Design Source: None 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
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G LJ I I I I H LJ I I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The Kepler Farm of 130 1/2 acres is centrally located within the boundary created 
by U.S. Alternate 40 to the north, Bolivar Rd. to the east, Reno Monument Rd. to the 
south, and Fox Gap Rd. to the west. The property fronts along Fox Gap Rd. beginning at 
the intersection with Reno Monument Rd. and running northwest approx. 1000 feet. The 
building complex is located within the northern half of the property. Frederick Co. Tax 
Map #54, parcel #10. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

tate code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Paula S. Reed, PhD and Edith B. Wallace 

organization Woodward-Clyde date 2/98 

street & number 200 Orchard Ridge Drive telephone 301-739-2070 

city or town Gaithersburg state MD 20878 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
People's Resource Center 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7000 

code 

code 
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