MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes

DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no_

Property Name: Old Ridge Road Inventory Number: _ F-4-127
Address: South Mountain crest between US 40, Alternate an  City: _Middletown Zip Code: 21769
County: Frederick USGS Topographic Map: Middletown
Ovwner: Is the property being evaluated a district? ____ yes
Tax Parcel Number: TaxMapNumber: _ Tax Account [D Number:

Project: _DBM-0475-Lamb’s Knoll DOE Agency: Maryland Dept. of Budget and Mgmit.

Site visitby MHT staff: _X no _ yes Name: Date:
Is the property is located within a historic district? _ X yes _ no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number: F-4-17-B

NR-listed district yes Eligible district _ X yes Name of District: _South Mountain Battlefields: Fox's Gap

Preparer's Recommendation: Contributing resource_X yes _ no  Non-contributing but eligible in another context ___ yes

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district) Preparer's Recommendation: Eligible yes X no

Criteria: X A XB__C__ D Considerations: _ A __B___C__D__E _F__ G__ None
Documentation on the property/district is presented in:
Project File

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination:  (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Old Ridge Road was surveyed in 1998 as part of the survey of resources associated with the Civil War Battle of South
Mountain, which occurred on September 14, 1862. In 1998, the Old Ridge Road was deemed significant under Criterion A of
the National Register of Historic Places for its role in the Battle of South Mountain. Along the Old Ridge Road, where it
intersects the Old Sharpsburg Road (Reno Monument Road), the Confederates made their stand against the General McClellan's
Union troops advancing from the east. The Battle of South Mountain was the prelude to the Battle of Antietam three days later,
on September 17, 1862. Clashes also occurred at Crampton's and Turner's Gaps.

Between 1998 and the present, there seems to have been little or no change to the site. Thus, it is still significant as a
contributing resource to the South Mountain Battlefields District, under Criterion A, association with historical events. The
association of Civil War personalities with the site of the Old Ridge Road is not sufficient to justify it as significant under
Criterion B, association with the lives of persons in our past. There are no architectural structures associated with the site, thus
disqualifying it for eligibility under Criterion C. Criterion D, information potential, was not evaluated for this study.

Prepared by: _ Gerald M. Maready/EHT Traceries Date Prepared: 11/19/2003
HIST!
Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended
Criteria: &A —B __C__ D Considerations: . . S C_ D E._R_ G .___Nong
MHT Comments
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Survey # F-4-127 Approximate date _September, 14, 1862
0ld Ridge Road

Street Address: South Mountain crest between US 40, Alternate and Loop Road

Town, State: Middletown vicinity, MD

rivate ___, public _X

‘ This property is included in the survey of resources associated with the Civil War
Battle of South Mountain, which occurred on September 14, 1862. The Ridge Road exists
today in two distinct sections, north of the old Sharpsburg Rd. (Reno Monument Rd.) to the
National Pike (Alt 40) and south from the old Sharpsburg Road to the intersection with the
Loop Farm Lane. It’s condition runs from trace remnants to hiking trail, to paved road.
The Ridge Road is significant for its direct and primary role in the Civil War Battle of
South Mountain. It was invaluable to the Confederate defense of Turners and Fox's Gaps,
as Union forces moved to dislodge them and continue west to attack the divided and
vulnerable Confederate Army. The Confederate ability to hold the gaps through the day on
September 14, 1862, allowed Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia to regroup and
prepare for battle near Sharpsburg, west of the Antietam Creek. The Ridge Road in 1862
was a logging/farming road running the ridge of South Mountain south from the National
Pike to Lamb’s Knoll, a high point on the mountain ridge. It was intersected by the old

Sharpsburg Road at Fox’s Gap. This road was crucial to the defense of South Mountain by

the Confederate forces of General D.H. Hill, allowing the movement of men and artillery

.:atween Fox's and Turner's Gaps.

Photo Reference: Photo #

Form Prepared By: Paula S. Reed, PhD and Edith B. Wallace
Woodward-Clyde
200 Orchard Ridge Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Date: February, 1998
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Maryland Historical Trust Survey No. F-4-127
State Historic Sites Inventory Form  MegiNo.

. DOE ___yes ___no

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)

historic Ridge Road

and/or common Mountain Road

2. Location
street & number South Mountain Ridge, north and south of Reno Mon. Road not for publication
city, town  Middletown X _ vicinity of congressional district 6
state Maryland county Frederick
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district) X public occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
X structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X  yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
X__ not applicable no military X other trail,
. road
4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)
name Maryland Department of Natural Resources
street & number Tawes Building telephone no.:
city, town Annapolis state and zip code MD 21401
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse Liber
street & number 100 W. Patrick Street Folio
city, town Frederick state MD

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys

title National Register Nomination, South Mountain Battlefields, F-4-17, A,B,C

date February, 1986 X  federal state

county local

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust

city, town Crownsville state MD




7. Description Survey No. F-4-127

Condition Check one Check one

._______ excellent __ deteriorated ___ unaltered _X_ original site
X good ____ ruins _X altered ____ moved date of move
___ fair ____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today.

The Ridge Road exists today in two distinct sections, north of the old
Sharpsburg Rd. (Reno Monument Rd.) to the National Pike (Alt 40) and south
from the old Sharpsburg Road to the intersection with the Loop Farm Lane. It’'s
condition runs from trace remnants to hiking trail, to paved road.

The northern section begins on the south side of Alt. 40 where the
Appalachian Trail crosses the highway from Dahlgren Road. From here the
Appalachian Trail follows the path of the Ridge Road until the Trail leaves
the road trace veering to the west slightly. The Ridge Road, still
essentially a trail, runs approximately 1 mile until it intersects with Reno
Monument Road. The stone wall along the historic Wise Farm north field, where
Bondurant ‘s Battery faced the 17th Michigan, still exists today.

The southern section of the Ridge Road is a paved one-lane road. The
intersection with Reno Monument Road for this southern section now called
Mountain Road, is not the same as the intersection of the historic Ridge Road
and the old Sharpsburg Road (see photo, maps). There is some disagreement as
to where the original road bed is, but it lies somewhere to the left(east) of
the modern road bed. However, historians agree that the old and new roads
come together several hundred yards south of Reno Monument Road, just beyond
the new road’s first curve to the east where it begins to parallel the stone
walls. The road then continues to the intersection with the Loop Farm Lane,
approximately 1/2 mile in all.

The portion of the Ridge Road discussed in this survey form, from near

. US Alternate 40, south to the Loop Road totals about 1 1/2 miles in length.
Its original function was for access to woodlots and mountain fields near the
summit.




8. Significance Survey No. F-4-127

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
prehistoric  ____ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____ conservation — law ____ science
___ 1500-1599 ___ agriculture ____ economics ___ literature ____ sculpture
____ 1600-1699 ___ architecture ____ education _x__ military ____ social/
17001798 __ aert ____ engineering ____ music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 ____ commerce ___ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____ theater
____ 1900- ____ communications ____ industry ____ politics/government  ____ transportation
____ invention ____ other(specify)
Specific dates September 14, 1862 Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: X A B C D
and/or
Applicable Exceptions: KR __ B & BB ___ B __iF - @
Level of Significance: _X  national ____ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and support.

The Ridge Road is significant for its role in the Civil War Battle of
South Mountain. It was invaluable to the Confederate defense of Turners and
Fox's Gaps, as Union forces moved to dislodge them and continue west to attack
the divided and vulnerable Confederate Army. The Confederate ability to hold
the gaps through the day on September 14, 1862, allowed Robert E. Lee’s Army
of Northern Virginia to regroup and prepare for battle near Sharpsburg, west
of the Antietam Creek.

The Ridge Road in 1862 was a logging/farming road running the ridge of
South Mountain south from the National Pike to Lamb‘s Knoll, a high point on
the mountain ridge. It was intersected by the old Sharpsburg Road at Fox’'s
Gap. This road was crucial to the defense of South Mountain by the
Confederate forces of General D.H. Hill, allowing the movement of men and
artillery between Fox'’'s and Turner’s Gaps.

On September 13, 1862 D.H. Hill, realizing that the Federals were headed
his way from Middletown, sent two brigades under the command of Colonel Alfred
H. Colquitt and Brig?dier General Samuel Garland, Jr. to Turner’'s Gap to watch
the Federal advance. Colonel D.K. McRae (commanding Garland‘s Brigade
following his death at Fox’s Gap) describes the Ridge Rd: "From the turnpike
at this point [just below the Mountain House] a road runs along the ridge for
about 1 1/2 miles, and at the end of this distance is intersected by a road
[the Loop Farm Lane]...between this intersecting road and the turnpike, and at
nearly right angles with the latter, runs what is known as the old Sharpsburg
road [Reno Monument Road]."¢ Along this road Colonel Colquitt began to set up
his line, two Georgia regiments along the northernmost stretch of the Ridge
Road just southeast of its intersection with_the National Road. Garland’s men
were placed to the right guarding the flank.

On the morning of September 14th, General Hill sent Garland's Brigade
with Bondurant’s Battery farther south along the Ridge Road to protect the old
Sharpsburg Road at Fox‘s Gap. When Garland arrived at the gap he learned from
Rosser‘s 5th Virginia Cavalry pickets just how thinly he would have to spread
his men along the Ridge Road, both north and south of the old Sharpsburg Road.

1James V. Murfin, The Gleam of Bayonets, New York: Thomas Yoseloff,
1965, p. 167.

20.R., pp.1039-40

SMurfin, p.168.
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. DOE ___yes ____no

Section Number 8 Page 2

Having to stretch as far south as the Loop Farm Lane forced Garland to leave a
gap of approximately 400 yards betwfen his and Colquitt’s Brigades on the
northern stretch of the Ridge Road. On the southern stretch of the road
between the old Sharpsburg Road and the Loop Farm Lane "...the brigades
frontage covered approximately 1,300 yards. According to the tactics of the
day it should have cover?d no more than 350 yards. There were intervals
between every regiment." Clearly, before the day was out reinforcements
would be needed to defend Fox's Gap.

The push by Brigadier General Jacob Cox’s Brigade from the southeast
along the Loop Farm Lane effectively forced the Confederate defenders apart
west and north. Cox reported: "...the center of Garland’s North Carolina
brigade breaking before them [Scammon’s Union brigade]...We found that there
was a country road behind the wall on top of the ridge...The high knoll on the
left was carried, the enemy‘’s center was completely broken and driven down the
mountain, while on the right our men pushed the routed Carolinians beyond the
Sharpsburg road, through Wise’s fielgs, and up the slope of the crest toward
the Mountain House at Turner’s Gap."~ Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Ruffin, Jr.
of the 13th North Carolina describes "...the enemy had obtain the road on
our right, and were coming down upon us from that direction." General
Anderson’s Confederate brigade had already retreated to the old Sharpsburg
Road. From there Anderson, Ruffin, and Bondurant’s Battery all moved north up
the Ridge Road to re-establish their defensive line. Bongurant'a artillery
was set up in the northeast corner of Wise’'s north field.

During an afternoon lull in the fighting Confederate reinforcements
. arrived in the form of Drayton’s, G.T. Anderson’s and Jones’ brigades which
were placed along the northern section of the Ridge Road. On the Union side
came Willcox’s, Rodman’s, and Sturgis’ brigades. With both sides reinforced
the standoff continued into the night. Thg Federals had taken Fox’'s Gap but
were unable to push north to Turner’s Gap.

4scott D. Hartwig, "My God be Careful! The Morning Battle of Fox’s Gap."
Civil War Regiments, Campbell, CA: Savas Publishing Co. 1997., p.38.

51bid. p.39.
6Jay Luvaas and Harold W. Nelson eds. The US Army War College Guide to
the Battle of Antietam, the Maryland Campaign of 1862, Washington: Harper

Collins, 1987, p.20, from "Forcing Fox‘s Gap", Battles and Leaders II, pp.586-
87.

70.R.,Vol.XIX, Part I, p.1045.

8Hartwig, p.52

. 9Murf:i.n, p. 177-78.
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HISTO CONTEXT:
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PRESERVATION PLAN DATA
Geographic Organization: Piedmont
Chronological /Developmental Period(s):

Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870

Prehistoric/Historic Period Theme(s):
Military
Resource Type:
Category: Structure
Historic Environment: Rural
Historic Function(s) and Use(s):
Transportation/Road

. Known Design Source: None
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _approximately 8

.)uadrangle name _Middletown Quadrangle scale _1:24,000
UTM References DO NOT COMPLETE UTM REFERENCES
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Beginning at the intersection of U.S.Alt 40 and the Appalachian Trail, the Trail
follows the original track of the Ridge Road just below the ridge of South Mountain on
the east face. The Ridge Road and the Appalachian Trail separate approximately 1/2 mile
south, the road continuing along the ridge of the mountain and the Trail veering to the
west. The Ridge Road comes out of the woods at the intersection with Reno Monument Rd.

On the south side of the Reno Monument Rd. intersection the Ridge Road continues
as Mountain Road, a paved, private access road which leads to Lamb’s Knoll Government
facility. The original Ridge Road parallels Mountain Road through the woods for about
300 ft. where the paved road returns to the original road at the stone walls. The Ridge

oad runs approximately 1 1/2 miles in all from Turner’s Gap to the intersection with
‘he Loop Farm Lane just north of Lamb’s Knoll.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namef/title Paula S. Reed, PhD and Edith B. Wallace

organization Woodward-Clyde date 2/98
street & number 200 Orchard Ridge Drive telephone 301-739-2070
city or town Gaithersburg state MD 20878

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by an Act of the Maryland
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
People’'s Resource Center
. 100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7000
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