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Maryland SHA Small Structure 10285XO carries US 40 Alt/Old National Pike over Cone Branch, Catoctin Creek in Middletown, 
Frederick County. The structure is located just to the west of the intersection of Alt 40101d National Pike with Cone Branch Drive 
and Lombardy Drive. 

SHA Small Structure l 0285XO is a stone arch bridge with a span of 9 feet (Photographs l and 2). It carries a two lane, 26 foot 
wide striped road with W-beam steel guardrails (Photograph 3). Separate, stand-alone wood structures with concrete abutments 
support sidewalks (Photograph 4 ). Based on the records of the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike, the bridge (called a small 
structure by SHA because it has a span ofless than 20 feet) appears to have been built between 1809 and 1810 (Baltimore and 
Fredericktown Turnpike Company 1808, 1809, and 1810). No evidence was uncovered that the bridge has ever been replaced. 

SHA Small Structure 10285XO was built with a semi-circular shaped arch. The voussoirs are thin, flat rectangular fieldstones with 
a rough finish. Other stones are random coursed, semi-finished stone (Photograph 5). The north elevation connects to a 
perpendicular stone wing wall that extends upstream from the bridge (see Photograph 1). The wing wall appears to be part of the 
original construction, although a large diameter corrugated metal pipe set within it is not. Above the arch ring on the south 
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elevation is a stone spandrel wall (Photograph 5) topped by thin, square slate capstones (Photograph 6). On the south elevation, 
most of the spandrel wall and the capstones have been replaced by a reinforced concrete section that helps support the guardrail on 
that side of the road (Photograph 7). 

The altered south side spandrel wall is just one of many changes the bridge has undergone. At an unknown date the interior walls 
of the abutments were reinforced with large concrete blocks (Photograph 8). This narrows the stream channel and gives the arch 
openings a mushroom shape. Additionally, the bridge has been repointed in an unsensitive manner, particularly on the south 
elevation. The stones on the northeast wing wall have collapsed, with asphalt placed to stabilize what remains (Photograph 9). 
The wing walls on the south elevation are in better shape, although the presence of a seam indicates that the southwest wing wall 
has been rebuilt (Photograph 10). 

History 

SHA Small Structure 10285XO is associated with the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike, one of three turnpikes incorporated 
by the Maryland General Assembly during its 1804-1805 legislative session (Hollifield 1978: 1 ). Overland roads in Frederick 
County, however, predate the turnpike. A crude road was in place between Baltimore and Frederick sometime between 1745 and 
1760, and it had been extended to Middletown when that community was created in the 1760s (Farmer 1996:48). The General 
Assembly first authorized the construction of a turnpike to Frederick in 1787, along with turnpikes to Reisterstown and York, 
Pennsylvania, but nothing came ofit. The 1804-1805 legislation authorized the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike Company 
to sell stock to raise funds for improving the exisitng road between Baltimore and Boonsboro, Washington County, by way of 
Frederick and Middletown, a distance of 62 miles. Annual dividends, if any, were to be capped at l 0 percent per year (Hollifield 
1978:3-4). The switch to private financing made raising the necessary capital easier. Ultimately, the Baltimore and 
Fredericktown Turnpike would extend well beyond its original chartered distance into Western Maryland.The turnpike 
construction movement aided Baltimore's rise to prominence as one of America' s leading ports and its third largest city (after 
Philadelphia and New York) in the early National Period (Spero and Berger 1995: 16-19). 

Capital stock for the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike Company was authorized at $500,000. The right-of-way was to be 66 
feet wide, with 22 feet covered with 10 inches of pounded stone, over which were to be spread two inches of gravel and course 
sand. Grades were to be less than four percent (De Athey 1925:6), which was possible because the Blue Ridge Mountains had a 
relatively low crossing west of Frederick (Reitz 1996:50). 

In May 1808, the turnpike company ordered a survey of the route from Frederick west to Boonsboro, which would have included 
the route through Middletown. A contract to complete the work was advertised in June 1808 but the awarding of the contract 
appears to have been delayed until November 1809. The road through Middletown, which would have included SHA Small 
Structure 10285XO, appears to have been completed by 1810 (Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike Company 1808, 1809, and 1810). 

In 1812, the Cumberland Pike was chartered to extend the Baltimore and FrederickTown Turnpike west to Cumberland and a 
connection with the National Road. Like the National Road it, too, would have a 66 foot wide right-of-way. The difficulty of 
constructing through the mountains delayed the road's entrance into Cumberland until 1823. After reaching Cumberland, the 
turnpike was alternatively referred to as the Cumberland Pike, the Baltimore and Cumberland Turnpike, and the National Pike (to 
distinguish it from the National Road), a name that remains today (Webb 1995). 

The National Pike remained an important west to east road until the 1850s. In 1850, the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (B&O) 
reached Frederick. Three years later, the B&O and the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal each entered Cumberland, syphoning off both 
passengers and freight business from the National Pike (De Athey 1925 :8). The turnpike's financial situation was not helped by 
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floods in 1866, 1868 (Hollifield 1978:20), and 1889 (Webb 1995). There is no record if SHA Small Structure 10285XO was 
damaged by any of the flooding. Following the 1889 flood, the portion of the turnpike between the Conococheague Creek and 
Cumberland was conveyed to Washington and Allegany counties, who removed the tolls and assumed responsibility for the road 
(SRC 1929). Lacking funding, the turnpike company had difficulties maintaining their portion of the road. 

In 1896, an interurban line began operating between Frederick and Middletown on the National Pike, which may have helped the 
financial situation; the interurban line was later extended to Hagerstown (Farmer 1996:48). Small Structure 10285XO would have 
carried the trolley tracks. Financial difficulties continued, however, and in 1910, the State Roads Commission (SRC) offered 
$100,000 for the entire turnpike between Baltimore and Boonsboro. The offer was accepted, and Baltimore and Fredericktown 
Turnpike Company was officially dissolved in 1911 (Hollifield 1978:22-23). 

The SRC straightened and widened the National Pike (Hollifield 1978:22). River and stream crossings were also upgraded. 
Perhaps owing to the relatively low stream flow of the Cone Branch, Catoctin Creek, Small Structure 10285XO apparently 
remained in place without improvements (Schmidt 2013:3). The National Pike was designated US 40 in 1926 and continued to 
operate as the primary route between Baltimore and Frederick. The interurban line used the road until ca. 1938, when it ceased 
operation. In 1945, as part of SRC Contract F417-001-681 , US 40 between Braddock Heights and Myersville was relocated off 
the National Pike to a modem four-lane, divided highway. The National Pike through Middletown was then designated US 40 
Alternative. 

National Register of Historic Places Evaluation 

SHA Small Structure 10285XO is evaluated for National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility under the Small Structures 
on Maryland's Roadways historic context and in association with the construction and use of the Baltimore and Fredericktown 
Turnpike. 

Maryland's landscape is dissected by countless small streams and rivers, which has necessitated the construction of numerous large 
and small structures to facilitate overland travel since the earliest days of settlement. The geography and topography of each 
section of the state historically influenced the choice of materials used for the foundations and superstructures of bridges and small 
structures, with stone more prevalent in the Appalachian and Piedmont regions (Parsons Brinckerhoff 1997:2-4). Two periods of 
significance are designated for Maryland's small structures, the first half of the nineteenth century (ca. 1800 to 1850), in 
association with extensive road building in the state; and the first halfof the twentieth century (ca. 1900 to 194 7), in association 
with permanent road and bridge construction and the development of standard plans by the SRC. 

SHA Small Structure 10285XO dates to the first period of significance. It is associated under NRHP Criterion A with construction 
of the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike, one of three turnpikes authorized by the Maryland General Assembly in 1804-1805 
and the most significant early road connecting Baltimore with Western Maryland. The turnpike played an important role in aiding 
Baltimore 's rise to prominence as one of America' s leading ports and its third largest city. In the 1820s, the Baltimore and 
Fredericktown Turnpike would link with the National Road at Cumberland. The route is part of the Historic National Road Scenic 
Byway, which has a period of significance from 1810 to 1960. SHA Small Structure l 0285XO was built during the first era of the 
period of significance, the Heyday of the National Road (1810-1850), when road construction enjoyed popular and political 
support. The Partnership Plan for the Historic National Road Scenic Byway idenifies several property types associated with this 
era, including stone arch bridges (Schmidt 2013:3). Therefore, SHA Small Structure 10285XO is a significant resource associated 
with the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike and the National Road. 

Although SHA Small Structure I 0285XO is historically significant, extensive alterations have compromised its integrity, making it 
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difficult for the bridge to communicate its association with either the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike or the National Road. 
In Maryland' s small structures context, the character defining elements (CDEs) of a stone arch small structure are identified as the 
arch ring, arch barrel, spandrel walls, parapets, abutments, and wing walls (Parsons Brinckerhoff 1997:4-8). Alterations have 
compromised many of these elements on SHA Small Structure 10285XO and with them the structure's design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. The south spandrel wall, parapets, and capstones have been replaced; the bridge has been 
inappropiately repointed; the reinforcement of the arch has resulted in a narrowing of the arch barrel and the stream channel; the 
original material at the northeast wing wall has been lost; and a pipe has been placed in the wing wall. Similar alterations to small 
stone structures associated with the National Road in Howard County, including HO-778, HO-779, and H0-1122, have resulted in 
findings of non-eligibility. By contrast, the NRHP eligible SHA Small Structure l 001 OXO (F-4-136), located to the west of 
Middletown, is a much more complete example of a small stone structure associated with the Baltimore and Fredericktown 
Turnpike, with an intact arch ring, arch barrel, spandrel walls, parapets with capstones, and curved wing walls. SHA Small 
Structure 10285XO does not approach this level of completeness. Consequently, it is recommended as not eligible for NRHP 
listing under Criterion A. 

Research has not indicated that SHA Small Structure 10285XO is associated with individuals demonstrably significant in local, 
county, state, or national history. SHA Small Structure 10285XO is, therefore, recommended as not eligible for NRHP listing 
under Criterion B. 

According to the Small Structures on Maryland' s Roadways historic context, stone arch small structures may be eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion C for two reasons: if all the CD Es remain intact or ifthe structure embodies a craftsman tradition derived 
from Colonial and European Sources (Parsons Brinckerhoff 1997:4-8). The alterations detailed above have removed CDEs and 
compromised the design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association of the bridge. Additionally, the small structure is 
neither a high-style nor representative example of craftsmanship employed in the construction of stone arches. For these reasons, 
SHA Small Structure 10285XO is recommended as not eligible for listing under NRHP Criterion C. 

The Small Structures on Maryland' s Roadways historic context indicates that an early nineteenth century stone-arch small structure 
may be eligible for the NRHP ifit is encased within a larger structure (Parsons Brinckerhoff 1997:4-8). SHA Small Structure 
10285XO is not encased within a larger bridge and no further efforts to evaluate the property under Criterion D were pursued. 
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North elevation, wing wall, and sidewalk structure, facing 
southwest. 

South elevation, facing northeast. 

Through view, facing west. 

Sidewalk structure, facing east. 

North side voussoirs and spandrel wall , facing southwest. 

Capstones on north elevation, facing southeast. 

Concrete replacement for south elevation capstones and spandrel 
wall , facing northwest. 

Knee walls on the inside of the abutments, facing southwest. 

Northeast wing wall, facing southwest. 

Southwest wing wall and seam, facing northeast. 










































