
F-4-18 
Bow'lus-Holter Farmstead 
Braddock Heights vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1845-ca. 1862 

'Ihe Bowlus-Holter Fann.stead consists of a two-sto:ry lCXJ an:i frame house 

Wilt in two sections fran about 1845-50 to about 1862. A m::xiern frame link 

connects a ca. 1850 sununer kitchen to the main house. A frame wash house, also 

dating from about 1850, am an early 20th centu:ry frame garage moved to the 

fann from another property are located east of the house. 'Ihe property also 

contains a non-contrib.Itin:J concrete block an:i frame horse barn, part of an 

extension to a larger barn which no longer exists. 'Ihe fannstead is a fair 

exanple of a fann.stead of the third quarter of the 19th centu:ry, showin:J the 

m::xiest alterations linked to the level of agricultural prosperity during the 

last half of the 19th centu:ry. 'Ihe fann was probably Wilt by stephen R. 

Bowlus, who was later a captain in the Home Guard durirg the Civil War. In 

1862, he sold the fann to George B. Holter, who e.xparrled the acreage an:i 

probably Wilt the secorxi section of the house am other outb.rildings, IIK)St of 

which have been demolished. It remained in the Holter family until the first 

quarter of the 20th centu:ry. 
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HISIDRIC CDNI'EXT: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HIS'IDRIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geoc;Jraiiric Organization: Piedloont 
(Harford, Baltim::>re, carroll, Frederick, Howard, :r.t:>ntganery 
Counties, arxi Baltim:>re City) 

Cllronological/Developoont Period: 
In:iustrialjUrban Dc:minance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Iherres: 
Aqriculture 
Arch. I I.arrlscape Arch. I Ccmn. Plannin;J 

Resource Types: 

category: BuildirY:Js 

Historic Environment: SUblrban 

Historic Function am Use: 
Danestic/sinJle dwellin;J/residence 
Danestic/serorrlary structure/other depernencies 

Know Design Source: None 
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Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory torm 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Bowl us-Holter Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number Round Hill Road, north side 

city, town Braddock Heights 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
i_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
___x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
__2Lnot applicable 

_Xvicinity of 

county 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes X no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
_L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name George A. Simon 

street & number Box 2 telephone no.: 

city, town Braddock Heights state and zip code Md. 21714 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 647 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 127 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.:pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. F-4-18 

Check one 
____x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CX>NIRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 3 

'Ihe Bowlus-Holter Farmstead consists of a two-story log dwelling with gennan 
siding with a frame connecting link to a log surrmer kitchen, a frame wash house with 
an exterior stone chimney, and a frame garage IOOVed to the farm fran another 
property. 'Ihe house was l::uilt about 1850 and the attadled sununer kitchen and the 
wash house probably date fran the same pericxi. 'Ihe garage~ to be an early 
20th century structure. 'Ihe fannstead is located on the north side of Rourrl Hill 
Road on the ridge of catoctin ?blntain near Braddoc:k Heights, Frederick County, 
Maryland. 'Ihe fannstead is surrourrled by a 1960's housing develoµrent. 

'Ihe dwelling was l:l.J.ilt in two sections. 'Ihe eastermnost was probably the 
original, according to Mr. George Sinon, the current owner, who provided a sketch 
floor plan. It was a one-roan log house with a corner stair to the single roan on 
the upper level. Probably after 1862, the house was exterxled with a section on the 
west side, adding another roan with a fireplace on the party wall. 'Ihe house 
probably attained its present appearance with this addition. It is generally 
rectangular, with a two-story porch on the south elevation. 'Ihe north elevation has 
two widely spaced wirrlC1t1 bays. 'Ihe sash is na;tly 2/2, with sate 1/1 replacement 
wirrlows in various locations. 'Ihe roof is starrling seam metal. 'llle gennan siding 
was probably applied in the last quarter of the 19th century. 'Ihe original]' -
free-starrling sununer kitchen was located directly south of the first section. It ~ 
one story in height with an exterior stone and brick drinmey on the south. The 
siding is gennan. It was linked by a frame connection with the main house after 
1960 and currently functions as the kitchen. 

'Ihe garage is located directly east of the house and has board arrl batten siding 
over a frame structure. A single opening faces south and it has a corrugated metal 
gable roof. Mr. Sinon 100ved the garage to the farmstead fran another property after 
1960; its date is probably in the first quarter of the 20th century. 'Ihe wash house 
is located just east of the garage. It is a frame structure with vertical board 
siding and a single vertical board door in the southeast corner. An exterior stone 
and brick chimney is located on the north gable em. Single wirrlows in the east and 
west elevations are 2/2. 'Ihe gable roof is corrugated metal. 

'Ihe property also contains a non-contriruting concrete bloc:k arrl frame barn 
which was once an extension of a larger barn. It is the only remaining agricultural 
structure on the property, which Mr. Siiron states once had several outl::uildings in 
the area south arrl west of the present canplex. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-18 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

. 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
__!____ 1800-1899 
_190G-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
~ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Ca. 1850-1862 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B xc D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state X local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
suppo.Jthe Bowlus-Holter Fannstead is a fair exanple of a farmstead of the third 
quarter of the 19th century, with a log dwelling am two conte.rrporary outl:uildings 
which have been very little altered. '!he house was probably originally Wilt about 
1845-50 by stephen R. Bowlus (ca. 1825-1898), who was later a captain in the Home 
Guard during the Civil War. Bowlus sold the property in 1862 to George B. Holter 
(1830-1908) who eventually exparrled the fann to a.bCA.lt 150 acres. '!he alterations to 
the main house probably occw:red during the period 1862-1905 when Holter passed the 
property to his son Morris R. Holter. '!he m:xiest expansion of the fann l::uildings 
exemplifies the middle class of Frederick County farmers who were able to achieve 
good, if not outstarrling, econanic results over long periods of cultivation by 
~1ccessive generations. 

In the Ridge Road area on catoctin Mountain, there are very few remaining 
agricultural groups, the region having been daninated by the development of Braddock 
Heights to the south by the Frederick am Middle~ Railway. 'lhe Bowlus-Holter 
Fannstead is the nnst carrplete agricultural group in the vicinity of the village. 
Corrpared with the large farns in the Middle~ am Moncx::acy Valleys, the farnstead 
is not as carg;>lete in the number of outl:uildings remaining, am its formerly 
isolated setting has been carg;>ramised by the m:xiern housing development surrourxling 
it. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated i;>ro~rty 6 acres 
Quadrangle name Ml ddl etown, Md. Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ.J !~......__. ......... _ 
E L.i.J ..... I .....__. __ _ 
GLU ..... I ___ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 66, Parcel 3.45 

D LU 
F LJ...j 

H LJ.j 

I I I 
I I 
I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

I 
I 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept.date February 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 ~ ~} 
(301) 269-2438 

1:24000 

PS-2746 
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