
F-4-19 
Vincent Sanner Fannstead 
Middletown vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1784-1940 

'Ihe Vincent sanner Farmstead consists of a dated 1784 brick dwellin3 with a 

flemish bon:i, four-bay principal elevation with a water table an:i belt course, 

a stone springhouse of approximately the same date, a concrete block neat 

house, possibly contemporary with the house, a frame bank barn of about 

1850-1875, a frame wagon shed/com crib, a hog barn, a hay or feed shed, a 

blacksmith shop, a tool shed, an:i a non-contril:::utin3 garage. 'Ihe fann group 

shows the transition of agricultural cx::irrplexes frcm the last quarter of the 

18th century to the mid-20th century. 'Ihe dated dwellin3 house gives an 

example of architectural design an:i construction to help in datin3 an:i 

understanding other brick houses of the vicinity. 'Ihe agricultural 

outbuildin3s are typical of f annsteads which cover a long period of 

development, principally in the presence of the large bank barn which was 

altered in about the 1930's for use as a dairy operation, reflecting tren:is 

then current in agriculture in Frederick County. 



F-4-19 
Vincent Sanner Fannstead 
Middletown 
Frederick County 

HIS'IORIC CONJEIT: 

MARYIAND <X'MPREHENSIVE HIS'IORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geogra:i;Xric Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Balti.mJre, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, arrl Baltinore City) 

Oironological/Developnent Period: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.O. 1680-1815 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition A.O. 1815-1870 
In:lustrial Urban Dominance A.O. 1930-Present 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes 
Agriculture 
Architecture, I.arDscape Architecture arrl canmunity Planni.n:J 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic F\lnetion arrl Use: 
Danestic/sinJle dwellinJ/residence 
Danestic/secorrlary structure/SIOOkehouse 
Danestic/secorrlary structure/other deperxiencies 
Agriculture/suh;istence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/suh;istence/storage/granary 
Agriculture/suh;istence/agricultural outruildin]/tool shed 

Known Design Source: None 



M65, P4 Survey No. F-4-19 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Foroii.1 STo~:: 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes Xno 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Vincent Sanner Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 3803 Bussard Road _ not for publication 

city, town Middletown _lL_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
._district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

----lL.not applicable 

Status 
-1L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
A~cessible 
_yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_Xagriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
--1L private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Carrie S. Bussard et al 

street&number 17 Locust Blvd., Rt. 3, Box 120 telephone no. : 

city, town Middletown state and zip code Md. 21769 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 462 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 188 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Paul Brinkman Survey of Frederick County #134 

date 1968 _federal _K._ state _ county _ local 

apository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crowns ville state Md. 21032 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins -2L altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-419 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CX>NIRIBUl'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 9 

'lhe Vincent Sarmer Fannstead is an agricultural group centered on a circa 1784 
brick dwellin;J of two stories with an associated stone spri.nghouse and a concrete 
blcx:k meathouse and an agricultural outb.rilding group consistin;J of a frame bank 
barn, a frame wagon shed/com crib, a frame hcq barn, a frame hay barn, a frame 
blacksmith shop, a frame tool shed, all dated about 1875-1890, and a 
non-contrirutin;J concrete blcx:k garage. 'lhe farmstead is located on the south side 
of Bussard Road about 2/10 mile east of Old Middletavn Road near Middletavn, 
Frederick County, Maryland. 'lhe principal elevation of the house faces north and 
the agricultural outl::uildin;Js are located east of the dwellin;J. 'lhe blacksmith 
shop, garage, and tool shed are located northwest of the house at the edge of 
Bussard Road. 

'1he house has a flemish born north elevation with a nolded brick water table and 
a belt course between the first and secorn stories which exten::is around the entire 
tuilding. 'lhe house exterior is painted white. 'lhe north elevation has four ba.ys 
with the entry in the west center bay sheltered by an entry porch with paired square 
posts. '1he entrance has a 5-light transom and a four-paneled door. 'lhe wimavs are 
6/6 with wood sills am gauged flat arches. 'lhe roof is stan:ii.rq seam rretal with a 
boxed cornice and interior em chimneys, which ~ to have been retuilt above thr 
roofline. 

'lhe east gable elevation has two wimow bays with segmental blim arches above 
the wimow openings on the first story. Wocxi lintels are on the secorn story. 
Square attic wimavs are placed on either side of the chimney. 'lhe born pattern on 
the gable ems and the rear or south elevation is 5:1 American born. 'lhe west gable 
em is also two bays deep, with a dated panel in the top of the gable reading ''V s 
1784". 'lhis is undoubtedly Vincent Sarmer, in whose family the fann remained until 
1919. 

'lhe south elevation has irregularly spaced bays with flat arched wimavs on the 
secorn story and segmental arches on the first story. As on the other elevations, 
the sills are wood. 

'lhe interior was not accessible for this survey. 

Domestic OUttuildings: 

Spri.nghouse: 'lhe stone spri.nghouse is located southwest of the house near a creek 
which runs south of the tuilding c::arplex. It has a rect:argular plan with two 
levels. A vertical board door is located on the north elevation am square wimow 
openings on both levels are in the west gable em. 'lhe sash is missin;J. A second 
doorway opening is in the ~ level in the east gable em. 'lhe gable roof is 
covered with corrugated rretal. 'lhe spri.nghouse was probably tuilt at the same time 
or within 20 years of the date of the house, approximately 1784-1800. 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ 1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation 

1500-1599 ___x__ agriculture _economics 
_ 1600-1699 _x_ architecture _education 

Survey No. F-4-19 

_landscape architecture_ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

~ 1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater __L 1800-1899 _commerce 

___x_ 1900- _ communications 

Specificdates Ca. 1784-1940 

check: Applicable Criteria: XA 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_exploration/settlement _philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B XC D 

A B c D E F G 

national state X local 

_ transportation 
_ other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Vincent Sanner Farmstead is a good example of a f ann grouping showing 
developnent from the late 18th century with a dated 1784 dwelling arrl contenporary 
springhouse through the 19th century, represented principally by a late 19th century 
bank barn, wagon shed/com crib, arrl blacksmith shop, arrl into the mid-2oth century, 
exemplified by the dairy alterations to the bank barn arrl the possible separate hog 
barn whidl were marrlated by health regulations of the dairy irrlustry in the 1930's. 
'Ihe ardlitectural significance of the dwelling relates to its early date, making it 
a carparative tool in dating other brick dwellings in the vicinity. 

Middletc:Mn Valley f ant1S of the late 18th arrl 19th centuries exist in 
::>nsiderable rnnnbers when carpared to the 1858 arrl 1873 maps on whidl they awear 

with owners' names. 'Ihe survival of the major canponents, the house arrl barn, are 
usually predictable, although alterations to both are frequent. 'Ihe rest of the 
extant outl::uildings varies from fann to fann, although a springhouse, a smokehouse, 
a summer kitchen, am a wagon shed/com crib are the IOC>St CCITlllOl1. 'Ihese tended to 
be more substantial in stnicture, stone or brick, although many log l::uildings also 
survived. 'Ihe wagon shed/com cribs usually date from the last quarter of the 19th 
century am later, arrl are often adapted to other uses. 'Ihe Vincent Sanner 
Fant1Stead ~ to be typical, with the exception of a blacksmith shop arrl the 
a1:::sence of a summer kitchen. Vincent Sanner, the ''V.S." of the 1784 panel on the 
house, cane to Frederick County from the Fast.em Shore of Marylarrl, according to 
Willians arrl Mc.Kinsey's History of Frederick County. His descen:iants owned the farm 
until 1919, irrlicating that the conversion to dairying as the principal agricultural 
prcxluct took place urxier the Bussard family, which still owns the property. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-19 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O., Atlas of Frederick County 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey, History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co .• 1979. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 
Quadrangle name Mi dd 1 etown, Md. Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU J I I I I I I I Bw I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ._I __.____.._ __ _ D LI.J I I I I 
E LLJ ._I .............. __ _ F LJ..j I I I 
G LLJ ._I ~--...... -

H LJ..j I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 3 acres centered on building complex. Tax Map 65, Parcel 4 
totals about 168 acres. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

1:24000 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date February, 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

fViARYLA1\lG, , . , " ·~· ·.~ !\USI 
DHCP/DHCL 

100 COMMUNITY PLA~c 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

.. ·514-7600 

PS-2746 



Vincent Sanner Fann.stead 
Frederick county 

7.1 Description Continued 

SUrvey No. F-4-19 

Meat house: 'Ihis is a concrete block square plan b.rildinJ with a pyramidal roof 
covered with mnposition material. In lcx::ation am plan the b.rildinJ closely 
approximates an early 19th centucy darestic outb.lildinJ; however, its exterior has 
been altered with 20th centucy materials. 'Ihe interior was not accessible to 
determine other datin; am structural inf onnation. 

Agricultural CA.ltbrildinJs: 

Bank barn: 'Ihe frame bank barn is lcx::ated east of the house with the ramp on the 
north elevation. It is a rectangular b.rildinJ with vertical siciinJ, a corrugated 
metal roof, am vestiges of scalloped bargeboard trim on the west gable en::l. A shed 
roofed extension on the east gable en::l contains a granary. Built approximately 
1850-1875, the barn was altered probably in the 1930's with the addition of an 
attached concrete block milk house on the north elevation am the lower level was 
sectioned off with concrete block to form a milkin; parlor. 'Ihe rest of the lower 
level is faced with lattice, a feature corm.tK>n to the lower Middletown Valley. 

Wagon shed/com crib: 'Ihe frame structure is lcx::ated near the edge of Bussard Road 
just northwest of the barn with the drive-through on a north-south axis. It has 
vertical siciinJ am a corrugated metal roof. It appears to date fran about 
1875-1899. 

Hog barn: 'Ihe small rectangular frame hog barn is lcx::ated near the southwest corner 
of the bank barn. It has vertical siciinJ am a corrugated metal roof. It was 
probably b.rilt about 1900-1925, although perhaps as late as the 1930's at the time 
the dairy alterations cx::curred in the large barn. 

Hay barn: 'Ihe small rectangular frame b.rildinJ just west of the hog barn also has 
vertical siciinJ am a corrugated metal roof, with a sin;le vertical board door in 
the north elevation. Its lcx::ation suggests feed storage as its original function. 
It dates fran about 1900. 

Blacksmith shop: 'Ihe shop is a rectangular frame b.rildinJ lcx::ated at the west end 
of a group of three outb.rildinJs at the edge of Bussard Road northwest of the 
house. It has both gennan am vertical siciinJ am a corrugated metal roof, with a 
sin;le door at the southeast corner. 'Ihe blacksmith shop may date fran the last 
quarter of the 19th centucy. 

Tool shed: 'Ihe tool shed is lcx::ated just east of the shop am is also a rectangular 
frame structure with gennan siciinJ am a corrugated metal roof. 'Ihe door is in the 
north elevation. 'Ihe b.rildinJ appears to be about the same date as the shop. 

Non-contrih.rtin; garage: 'Ihe concrete block garage is the third b.rildinJ in the 
group of three near Bussard Road. It is probably a 1950 1s b.rildinJ. 
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Vincent Sanner Farmstead 
Frederick County 
C.0. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

County, 1873 
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