
F-4-20 
Jonathan Routzahn Fanrstead 
Middletown vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1800-1825 

'Ihe Jonathan Routzahn Fann.stead consists of a ca. 1800-1825 brick two-story 

dwellirg with five bays am a central entrance porch, a stone spriDJhouse of 

about the same date, a frame meat or snnkehouse arrl a fraioo bank barn of about 

1850-1875, arrl a fraioo garage of the early 20th century. A non-contrib.Itirg 

concrete block dairy barn is also located on the f ann. Near the house is a 

relocated survey stone with the inscription "N B 1787 11 • 'Ihe fannstead is 

principally significant for the architecture of the dwellirg, which exhibits 

flemish bon::i on the west elevation arrl the typical features of a brick 

fannhouse of the first quarter of the 19th century in the five-bay fonn. 'Ihe 

9/6 sash, louvred shutters, corbeled cornice, am rear wirg are features also 

fourrl in three-bay examples of the pericx:i. 'Ihe stone spriDJhouse is also a 

gocx:i example of the type which has an exterrled gable roof fonning a shelter 

over the doorway. 
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HISIDRIC cnNI'EXT: 

MARYLAND a:t1PREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATION PIJ\N DATA 

Geogra?ric Organization: Piedroc>nt 
(Harford, BaltiIIDre, car.roll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, am Baltiloore City) 

Orronological/Developnent Period: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification A.O. 1680-1815 
Agricultural In:iustrial Expansion A.O. 1815-1870 
In:iustrial Urban Dcminance A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes 
Architecture, Iarrlscape Architecture am Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic F\Jnction am Use: 
Dornestic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Dornestic/secornary structure/srrokehouse 
Agriculture/sutsistence/animal facility/barn 

Known Design Source: None 
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Maryland Historical Trust :MARY~~~.~ r(~'.'=-·!~"'JY OF 

State Historic Sites Inventory tfinn 
Magi No. 

DOE _yes X no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) 

historic Jonathan Routzahn Farmstead 

and/or common Oakland Farm 

2. Location 

street & number 6621 Old Middletown Road 

city, town Middletown 

state Maryl and 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
_l(__not applicable 

_x_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
--X- yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
____x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Mrs. Charles H. Remsberg 

street & number RT. 2, Box 19 telephone no.: 

city, town Middletown state and zip code Md. 21769 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 436 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 364 

city, town Frederick 
state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title Paul Brinkman Survey of Frederick County #1181 

date 1968 _federal ~state _county _ local 

ipository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crowns vi 11 e state Md. 21032 



7. Description 

Condition 
___x excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-4-20 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CX>NI'RIBUI'ING RESOURCE <X>UNI': 6 

'Th.e Jonathan Routzahn Fann.stead (oaklarrl Fann) consists of a circa 1800 brick 
two-story dwelling, a stone springhouse with an exterrled gable roof ruilt about the 
same t~ as the house, a circa 1875 frame meathouse, a frane garage of the first 
quarter of the 20th century, a frane bank barn ruilt about 1850-1875, an::l three 
non-contriruting structures including a concrete block ca. 1950's milking :parlor and 
milk house, an open-sided netal equipnent shed, an::l a netal shed located east of the 
house. 'Th.e fannstead is located on the east side of Old Middleta.Yn Road ju.st south 
of the Bussard Road intersection, near Middleta.Yn, Frederick County, Marylarrl. The 
main elevation of the house faces west an::l the entire group is located at the errl of 
a lorg driveway within sight of Old Middlet.a.vn Road. 'Th.e fann is primarily a 
private residence an::l the agricultural outruildings are not in full-t~ use. 

'Th.e house has a five-bay west elevation in flemish born brick painted white. 
'Th.e entrance is in the center bay through a gable roofed entry porch with paired 
concrete coll..llllilS arrl a clapboard tyrrpanum. 'Th.e door has eight panels an::l a transom 
with dianorn pattern tracery. A Frederick County Larrlrnarks FOUJ"Dation registry 
plaque No. 134 is attached to the door. 'Th.e wWow openings have gauged brick 
arches, wood sills, arrl 9/6 sash. louvred shutters flank the win::iows on the west, 
north, arrl south elevations. 'Th.e interior chimneys are located at each gable end. 
'Th.e cornice is corbeled brick an::l the roof is covered with pressed sheet netal. 
one-story wing exterrls from the northeast corner. A mid~20th century concret£::: 
terrace on the south side of the wing is covered by an exterrled porch roof. The 
roof of the wing is starrling seam netal an::l an interior chimney is located at the 
east end. 'lWo entrances in the wing's south elevation have 6-paneled doors, each 
with two upper panels glazed, an::l three-light transoms. As in the ma.in part of the 
house, the wWows are 9/6 with louvred shutters. Near the southwest corner of the 
house is a free-starrling survey stone marked "N B 1787". According to the FCLF 
registry information sheet, the survey stone originally stood in a field near the 
house. 'Th.e interior of the house was not accessible for this survey. 

Imnediately east of the wing is a frane garage with board an::l batten siding and 
a pressed netal roof. 'Th.e south elevation is open below the gable. It was probably 
ruilt during the first quarter of the 20th century. A frame meat or sroc>kehouse with 
vertical siding is located just south of the garage, with a single vertical board 
door in the north elevation an::l a louvred opening in the south elevation. 'Th.e gable 
roof is corrugated netal. 'Th.e ruilding probably dates from about 1875. 

'Th.e stone springhouse is located northwest of the house near a creek which runs 
through the fann. It has an exterrled gable roof over the south elevation, 
sheltering the vertical board door arrl a square wWow opening. 'Th.e roof is 
staro.ing seam netal. 'Th.e springhouse may be contenp:>rary with the ca. 1800 pericxl 
of the dwelling. 

'Th.e circa 1850-75 frane bank barn is located west of the house arrl is a large 
rectangular structure with the ramp on the west elevation. 'Th.e ramp is flanked by -



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-20 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

_ 1700-1799 
_JL__ 1800-1899 
_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~-architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specificdates Ca. 1800-1825 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B X C 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state X local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Jonathan Routzahn Farmstead is principally significant for the architecture 
of the dwelling in the group. 'Ibis house is a gcx:x:l example of the brick fannhouses 
of the Middletown vicinity. 'Ihe principal difference between the houses is the 
number of bays. 'Ihe five-bay type represented by the Routzahn house is often seen 
with a side-by-side wing with a two-story porch. '!he Routzahn house cxmfonns to the 
German L-shape with a wing exterrled perperrlicularly to the main section. '!he stone 
springhouse is an equally gcx:x:l example of the exterrled gable type of outl::uilding, 
which is found throughout the County. 'Ihe barn arrl other contril::uting outl::uildings 
are typical of the late 19th century fannstead. 

Title research on the property does not give a clear irrli.cation of the original 
..mner. '!he 1858 arrl 1873 maps of the County shC1t1 that J. Routzahn, presumably 
Jonathan Routzahn, the owner from 1853-1877, CMl1ed several properties in the 
vicinity. Williams arrl Mc.Kinsey's History of Frederick County suggests that Daniel 
Routzahn, the owner prior to 1853, was the proprietor of a mill on the creek near 
Old Middletown Road (p. 1324) • Possibly related to the mill was a blacksmith shop 
which once stcx:x:l on the west side of the road opposite the Routzahn Fann.stead. 
Later owners of the fann from 1877 to 1942 were rrernbers of the Shafer family, 
related by marriage to tne Routzahns. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-20 

Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.0., Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 
Wi~lia~s, T:J.C .. and Fol ef M~Kinsey, Histor of Frederick Count , 1910. Reprinted 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 
Quadrangle name Mi dd 1 e town, Md. 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LU .__I ......___._ ____ _ 

E LU .__I ......___._ ___ _ 
G Li_J _I .............. __ _ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

0 W .__I ~I ~l___........._,I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLLJ l._._I ______ I I...._....._. __ .._..._ 
F LU I I..._._....___. __ ............ 
H LU 

Three acres centered on dwelling house including springhouse, barn, and other outbldgs. 
Tax Map 75, Parcel 21 contains approximately 187 acres. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zani ng Dept. date February 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frede ri ck state Md . 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

MARYLAND i-llSTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCC 

l 00 COMMUNITY PLACc: 
CROWNSVILLE. MD 2:n~?-!'T ~ 

.K: '.-:-. ~ .. 

PS-2746 



Jonathan Routzahn Fann.stead 
Frederick County 

7.1 Description Continued 

SUrvey No. F-4-20 

concrete silo added durin3' the early 20th century. 'lhe lower level is enclosed 
by concrete block and horizontal boards. 'lhe lJH?er exterior is vertical board 
sidin3', with a pressed metal roof. 

'!he non-contr.ib..rtin3' concrete block dairy barn and milk house are located 
south of the entrance drive and the bank barn. 'lhe current name of the fann, 
Qakland Fann, is painted on the west elevation of this l:::uildin:J. 'lhe 
non-contri.rutin3' equiproont shed is just northeast of the dairy barn. 
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Isaac Bond, Map of Frederick County, 
1858. 
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Jonathan Routzahn Farmstead 
Frederick County 
C.0. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

County, 1873. 
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