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This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE C'OUNT:
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The Church Hill survey District encompasses about 4-1/2 acres centered on st.
John's Evangelical Lutheran Church and cemetery at the intersection of Church Hill
Road and Ward Kline Road near Myersville, Frederick County, Maryland. 'Ihe district
includes the stone 1830 church and its cemetery, the brick Parsonage of 1850, a
frame 1912 schoolhouse, and two log and frame residences J;XJSSibly dating from about
1840-1850 with approximately 11 contril:uting outbuildings varying in date from about
1850
to
about
1910
distril:uted among the residential properties.
Three
non-contril:uting outbuildings, all of concrete block construction, are also within
the district.
Eighty-five percent (85%) of the structures contril:ute to the
district's significance in architecture, religion, and education. The church and
cemetery are in active use and the residences are currently occupied.
The
schoolhouse is used as a storage building. '!he general condition of the structures
varies from ruins to excellent.
The district is located on a hill which slopes to the south. Church Hill Road
approaches from the south and curves toward the west to pass between the church and
the cemetery, meeting Ward Kline Road which intersects from the west just north of
the church.
The schoolhouse is located on the west side of Church Hill Road about
100 feet north of the intersection. 'Ihe residences are located west and southwes~
of the church. Following are brief descriptions of the contril:uting buildings:
St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church: The 1830 church is a one-story fieldstone
structure with a hall plan and a gable roof currently covered with pressed metal.
The east elevation has two bays with recessed entrances in each bay. The soffits
around the doorways are paneled and the doors have 5 horizontal panels. The
rectangular transoms are stained glass of the early 20th century period. Two
stained glass windows are located in each bay which light the gallery level of the
interior.
Centered in the gable is a brick-arched, semi-circular window with a
leaded glass panel reading "st. John's Lutheran Church by the SUnday School". At
the southeast corner of the building is a stone dated 1830. Above the east
elevation is an open frame belfry added in 1895. 'Ihe north and south elevations
have three bays each.
'Ihe south elevation has early 20th century stained glass
rectangular windows.
The north elevation windows are textured 2/2 sash. The west
elevation has three bays of stained glass rectangular winda.vs. An exterior brick
chimney is located on the south elevation. A central brick chimney rises from the
roof ridge, but may not be in current use. 1.ocated near the southwest corner of the
building is a concrete block privy, one of the non-contril:uting buildings in the
district.
The church has an 1898 decorative cast iron fence on the east and north
sides of the lot. The gate identifies the manufacturer as Ward Fence Co., Portland,
Indiana.
A concrete block fence is located along the south side of the church lot.
The interior of the church was not accessible for survey, but local histories state
that it had a three-sided gallery when built, an unusual feature for a small rural
church of the period.
The gallery may have been altered to provide space for a
Sunday School and other alterations have also taken place.
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The Church Hill SUrvey District is a fair example of a small rural community of
the early 19th century centered on a church to which roads from the surrounding
farms led, and near which a school was later built, exemplifying the importance of
religious structures in the development of rural villages. The 1873 Titus Atlas map
shows that the area had a wagon shop and at least one other residence located on
Church Hill Road, indicating the beginnings of a commercial life as well as a
religious and educational purpose.
However, the proximity of Ellerton, which had
several mills, shops, and a post office dissipated the development of Church Hill as
a separate settlement. The log church built al:x:>ut 1790 and known as Daniel's Church
was, however, the center of religious activity for Ellerton-and the surrounding
·arms and its replacement of 1830, the present St. John's Church, continued in the
same status.
The stone church is a good example of the hall type of the second
quarter of the 19th century, with additions through the 1890's and the early 20th
century.
Its three-sided gallery, if still mostly intact, would be an unusual
feature among churches of its type and period. The 1912 schoolhouse may be the only
surviving one of its particular design. An apparently identical schoolhouse built
in 1906 was formerly located near Middlepoint, but has been moved to another
location.
An earlier school at Church Hill was located near the south side of the
cemetery. The Church Hill School was closed al:x:>ut 1930.
Church Hill may be compared with Pleasant Walk, which had similar beginnings in
the early 19th century with a stone church, Mt. Olive U. B. Church (F-4-47), a
blacksmith shop, several residences, and a school. However, its integrity has been
much diminished by alterations to the existing dwellings, and the loss of the shop
and the school.
Church Hill's retention of the possibly unique schoolhouse, the
brick parsonage with few exterior changes, and the stone church with clearly
identifiable periods of alteration in historic times set it apart from Pleasant Walk
and other settlements which never developed beyond an initial stage.
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Cemetery:
'Ihe cemetery is roughly rectangular and is located directly east of
the church across Olurch Hill Road, which also turns to run along the south
wall.
'Ihe cemetery has a low fieldstone wall with concrete coping which was
built in 1913. The earliest legible dated stone observed is about 1792.
Parsonage, 3251 Ward Kline Road: 'lhe brick parsonage was built in 1850 and has
two stories with a flernish bond east elevation and 5:1 American bond on the
other elevations.
It has three bays on the east and evidence on the brick
shows that a one-story entry porch once was attached to the center bay. A
modern wood deck has been built to replace the fonner porch. 'Ihe door way has
a 6-panel door, paneled soffits, and a three-light transom.
The window
openings have plain wood lintels and sills with 2/2 sash. 'Ihe roof is slate
and the cornice is boxed. 'lhe chimneys are located on the interior walls at
the north and south gables. 'lhe north and south elevations have two bays each
and a one-story brick rear wing extends from the northeast corner. It has a
pressed metal roof and an interior chimney on the west end. The outbuildings
of the parsonage are the ruined walls of a stone springhouse located southeast
of the house, a frame privy with vertical siding and a corrugated metal roof
located south of the house, a frame garage with vertical siding and a standing
seam metal roof located west of the house at the edge of Ward Kline Road, a
small frame barn with vertical siding and a standing seam metal roof, a
one-story shed with gennan siding and a standing seam metal roof, and a frame
chicken house with vertical siding and a corrugated metal shed roof. The
outbuildings all probably date from the period 1870-1900, except the garage
which may be of the first decade of the 20th century, and the stone springhouse
which was probably built at the same time as the house. The interior of the
parsonage was inaccessible for this survey.
John Palmer House, 3247 Ward Kline Road:
The two-story house is probably
partially a leg structure with an extension of frame or leg on the north. The
exterior is covered with gennan siding and the roof is standing seam metal. On
the east elevation are two separate porches, the southernmost partially
enclosed and obscuring the arrangement of openings on that section. The
northern porch is an entry porch on a three-bay elevation. The sash is 2/2 and
the lintels are molded. The chimney is located in the center of the building.
On the west elevation is a modern carport. Near Ward Kline Road is a small,
deteriorated frame shed with a corrugated metal shed roof and vertical siding;
its use is undetermined.
South of the house is a small frame barn with
vertical siding and a standing seam roof.
Also on the property is a
non-contributing concrete block garage.
Dr. Easterday House, 10630 Church Hill Road: The two-story dwelling is located
southwest of the church and has been considerably altered over the years. It
probably has a leg structure in part. It has two stories with asbestos shingle
siding and two bays facing east. A modern concrete porch rises to the doorway,
probably concealing an originally exposed stone cellar on this elevation. The
one story porch has modern wrought iron columns. The windows are 2 / 2 with
molded lintels.
The gable roof is corrugated metal. A modern two-story
addition with vinyl siding is attached to the south end, enclosing a brick
chimney at the junction of the two sections. 'Ihe addition also has an exterior
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brick chimney.
'Ihree frame sheds with vertical siding and corrugated metal
roofs are located southwest of the house; they are currently in use as animal
sheds. They were probably Wilt about 1900-1910.
Church Hill School, west side of Church Hill Road: The one-story frame school
was built in 1912. It has a raised stone foundation with a roughly rectangular
plan and a hipped pressed metal roof. The exterior is covered in weathered
german siding.
A central tower forms the center bay on the east elevation,
through which is a recessed, arched doorway with double doors with 5 horizontal
panels in each and a plain transom. The flanking two bays have 4/4 sash. The
north and south elevations have four bays, also with 4/4 sash, although those
on the north elevation are boarded.
'!he tower has a louvred belfry and a
hipped roof. The west elevation has no openings. An interior brick chimney is
located in the western slope of the roof. The interior was inaccessible for
this survey, but was described by the owner as having one room with cloakrooms
flanking the entrance.
A tongue-and-groove wainscot is visible through the
east elevation windows.
OWners:
Clarence W. Cline and wife, 3251 Ward Kline Road, Myersville, MD 21773
(Parsonage and Schoolhouse)
Katherine Bornniann and Leo Zilla, 3247 Ward Kline Road, Myersville, MD 21773
(Parcel 66)
Charles William Fawley and wife, 10630 Church Hill Road, Myersville, MD 21773
(Parcel 260)
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Williams, T.J.C. and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, Vol. II,
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