
F-4-59 
Jacob Zentmyer Fannstead 
Wolfsville vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1831-1935 

'Ihe Jacob Zentmyer Farmstead is an agricultural carplex centered on a circa 

1831 log dwelling with gennan siding arxi its associated domestic outbuildings 

which include a stone sprin:Jhouse arxi a stone srrokehouse, both contemporary 

with the house, arxi an agricultural group on the opposite side of Pleasant Walk 

Road which consists of a frame bank barn, two frame equipment sheds, a frame 

wagon shed/com crib, arxi a frame hog barn, all probably ruilt in the last 

quarter of the 19th century. 'Ihe stone ruildings are highly visible at the 

intersection of Pleasant Walk arxi Easterday Roads, arxi give a strong impression 

of the 19th century farmstead. 'Ihe group shows the typical changes which 

occurred in most Frederick County farms during the late 19th century arxi the 

1930 's. These are the proliferation of outbuildings as agricultural advances 

were disseminated and equipment was aCX}Uired, arxi the enclosure of part of the 

bank barn for use as a milking room with the change from general fanning to 

dairy production in the 1920's arxi 1930's. 
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Jacob Zentrnyer Fann.stead 
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Frederick County 

HISIDRIC CDNTEXI': 

MAR.YI.AND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltinore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgcnery 
Counties, arrl Baltinore City) 

Orronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition A.D. 1815-1870 
Irrlustrial/Urban Dominance A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lhemes 
Agriculture 
Architecture, landscape Architecture arrl COmmunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic FUnction arrl Use: 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Domestic/secondary structure/smokehouse 
Domestic/secondary structure/other deperxiencies 
Agriculture/sul:sistence/aninial facility/barn 
Agriculture/sul:sistence/aninial facility/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Jacob Zentmyer Fannstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 12031 Pleasant Walk Road 

city, town Wolfsville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE ~yes ~no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__K_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of an owners) 

name Barbara L. Lewis et. al. (see also Section 7) 

street & number 12031 Pleasant Walk Road telephone no.: 

city, town Myersville state and zip code Md. 21773 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1413 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 370 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

4posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-4-59 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNI'RIBUI'ING RFSOURCE CDUNI': 9 

'lhe Jacob Zentmyer Fannstead is an agricultural groupirg centered on a circa 
1831 log two-story dwellirg with german sidirg am its associated domestic am 
agricultural outb..rildirgs includirg a stone springhouse am a stone srrokehouse 
conterrp::>rary with the house, am a frame bank barn, a hog barn, a wagon shed/com 
crib, a free-standing corn crib, am two adjoinirg frame equipnent sheds, all datirg 
from the last quarter of the 19th century. 'lhe fannstead is located on the east am 
west sides of Pleasant Walk Road just north of the intersection of F.asterday Road 
near Wolfsville, Frederick County, Marylam. 'lhe domestic structures are on the 
east side am the agricultural hlildirgs are on the west side of the road. A sniall 
stream runs roughly east-west through the farmstead just south of the hlildirgs. 

The dwellirg is located at the edge of Pleasant Walk Road with its principal 
elevation facirg west. It has two bays am two entrances on the first story 
sheltered by a one-story porch with mcxlern cast iron colunms am a concrete deck. 
'lhe doors are 6-panel styles with glazed upper panels. On the second story are two 
window openirgs with 6 / 6 sash in one am boardirq over the other opening. '!he gable 
roof is stan:iirg seam metal with patched sections at each end indicatirg the 
location of the original chllnneys. 'lhe current chllnneys are exterior concrete block 
stacks on the north am south elevations. 'lhe south elevation has two bays with 6 , _ 
windows with plain surrounds am a center vent at the attic level. '!he nor. 
elevation has a sirgle bay with 6/6 sash. On the east elevation is a one-story 
enclosed shed addition with horizontal tongue-am-groove sidirg, suggestirg an early 
20th century construction date. Its windows are mcxlern square types with a sirgle 
vertical rnuntin. 'lhe interior was inaccessible for this survey. 

Domestic oullilildirgs: 

Springhouse: The stone springhouse is located southeast of the house at the edge of 
a field currently used as a pasture. It has a two-bay north elevation with an 
integral porch under the cantilevered roof. 'lhe entrance to the springhouse lower 
level is also in the north side. A mcxlern frame porch ext:erxls across the 
elevation. 'lhe sash was originally 6/6, rut it now 6/2 am the door is paneled with 
a 9-light upper section. 'lhe stone exterior on the north side is plastered am 
whitewashed. The roof is stan:iing seam metal with an interior end chinmey on the 
west gable elevation. 'lhe south elevation has two bays with replacement 1/1 sash. 
The stone on this elevation has been repointed in "grapevine" style. '!he interior 
has two rooms with a simple wood mantel in the west room. '!he upper level is 
currently used for storage. 

Smokehouse: '!he stone smokehouse is located at the edge of Pleasant Walk Road south 
of the house. It has a generally square plan with a standing seam metal gable roof 
extended on the east to shelter the doorway. '!he gable has vertical board sidirg 
and the doorway belOYI has been altered, with vertical board infill around the 
deteriorated door. 'lhe interior is partially plastered am the exterior masonry has 
been repointed. 'lhe smokehouse is highly visible at the road intersection an· 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-59 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

. 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
__x_ 1800-1899 
__x_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
~ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1831-1935 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: x A 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

B x C 

B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state K-local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Jacob Zentmyer Farmstead is significant for the stonernasom:y technique of 
the springhouse and the smokehouse, l:::uilt about the 1830's along with the original 
structure of the log house, which is now covered with gerroan siding. 'lhe 
distinctive fonn of the stone l:::uildings and their high visibility at the rural 
intersection have a strong feeling and association with the 19th century. As a 
farmstead, the grouping is fairly representative of the mid-19th century fann with 
the typical additions and alterations of continuing use through the mid 20th 
century. 'lhese include the wagon shed with corn crib, the hog barn, and the 
equipment sheds, all indicating the irrprovement of fann technology and agricultural 
'"'-Cience around the beginning of the 20th century. 'lhe enclosure of the bank barn 

Jr dairy use is another widely distril:uted feature associated with the agricultural 
development of Frederick County in the middle third of the 20th century. 

'lhe Zentmyer Farmstead originally totaled about 164 acres, being purc:hased by 
Jacob Zentmyer in 1831. When he died in 1854, his will mentioned his "plantation 
adjoining and lying on the south side of my dwelling kno.rm as 'Hershey Fann'"· 'Ihe 
origin of this name is unknown. In 1900, an equity case involving the property 
referred to a two-story brick dwelling, a 1-1/2 story tenant house, a bank barn, 
corn house, and other outl:::uildings. 'lhe brick structure may have been a building 
adjoining on the north side of the fann which has been demolished. 'lhe tenant house 
is probably the log dwelling of the Zentmyer Farmstead. On both the 1858 and 1873 
maps, the dwelling is identified as that of ''Mrs. Zentmyer". 'Ihe agricultural 
buildings on the west side of Pleasant Walk Road are now on a separate parcel from 
the house and domestic l:::uildings. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-59 

Bond, Isaac, Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Equity and Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O., Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ 5_a_c_r __ e_s ____ _ 

Quadrangle name Myersville' Md. Quadrangle scale __ l_: 2_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I I sw I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU .__I ~..__ ...... ! !..__.___.__..... __ _ D liJ I I I I 
E L...i_J I I .__I ........_.____.___ __ F Li_j I I 
G LJ.J I I I..........,.__.__...__ __ H l..iJ I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on smokehouse on Tax Map 30, Parcel 236, including 
agricultural outbuildings on Parcel 239. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date May 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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Jacob Zentmyer Fannstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-4-59 

with the springhouse, is the most important character-defining element in the 
fannstead. 

Agricultural outhrildings: 

Corn crib: '!he free-st:an:lirg corn crib has probably been m:wed fran another 
site within the farmstead, as it is now located just north of the springhouse. 
Probably an early 20th century structure, it has vertical lath sictin:;J and a 
shed pressed metal roof whidl has been repaired with sheet metal. A vertical 
board door is located in the west elevation. 

Bank barn: '!he frame bank barn may date fran about 1875, as circular saw marks 
are visible on the exterior vertical sictin:;J. It has a standing seam metal roof 
and the double slictin:;J doors on the north and single slictin:;J door on the south 
elevation are both painted in "tablet" style. '!he stall level on the south 
side has been enclosed with concrete block for dairy use, probably a change 
made in the early 1930' s. A frame, shed-roofed loafing shed is placed at right 
angle near the southwest corner. 

Milk house: A concrete block milk house, another 1930 1s feature, stands near 
the east gable end of the barn. It has a standing seam metal roof with the end 
gables covered with corrp::>sition sictin:;J. '!he wirrlows are 1/1 and a new vertical 
board door is located in the south elevation. 

Equipment sheds: 'Ihe two adjoining frame equipment sheds are open on the south 
elevation and have vertical board sictin:;J on the other sides. '!he shed roofs 
are corrugated metal and the easterrnnost of the two has a laver height. 'Ihese 
shed date from the first quarter of the 20th century. 

Wagon shed/com crib: A frame wagon shed with an extended east gable stands 
just north of the stream on the west side of Pleasant Walk Road. Built 
probably in the last quarter of the 19th century, its vertical sictin:;J has 
circular saw markings. A single corn crib flanks the open bay on the north 
side. '!he roof is corrugated metal and a mc:xiern metal shed has been added to 
the rear or west end of the wagon shed. 

Hog barn: '!he hog barn is located just south of the wagon shed/com crib at 
the edge of the stream. '!he wallow is on the south side and the vertical 
boarded frame structure has a doorway at the northeast corner leactin:;J to the 
feed bin and feeding aisle. '!he barn has been used more recently as a chicken 
house and the feed bin is screened with chicken wire. '!he l:::uilctin:;J was 
probably built about the same time as the wagon shed. 

'Ihe agricultural outhrildings on the west side of Pleasant Walk are on a 
separate parcel from the dwelling and domestic outhrilctin:;Js. 'Ihe owner of the 
agricultural buildings is Kenneth c. King, 12050 Pleasant Walk Road, 
Myersville, MD 21773. 
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