
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes 

no .L, 

Property Name: Old National Pike Milestone 58 Inventory Number: F-4- 78 

Address : ~stem ~er of Old National Pike and Dahlgren Road Historic district: yes x no 

City: Middletown Zip Code: 21769 County: Frederick 

USGS Quadrangle(s) : Middletown 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~--~--~~~~----~ 

Property Owner: Maryland State Highway Administration Tax Account ID Number: 
~--..;...------------------------~~---------

NIA 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): NIA 
~----~~~------~ 

Tax Map Number: NIA 

~---------------
Project: Middletown Urban Reconstruction Agency: Maryland State Highway Administration 

Agency Prepared By: Consultant for MD SHA 

Preparer's Name: Jon Schmidt Date Prepared: 08111/2015 

Documentation is presented in: MIHP Form 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: F-4-078 
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Eligible: _ yes 
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Description of Property and Justification: (Please attatch map and photo) 

Listed: X yes 

Date: 
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This determination of eligibility form for Milestone 58 (F-4-178) presents additional information about the marker and is 
submitted as a supplement to the existing National Register listing for the Old National Pike Milestones. 

G 

Milestone 58 is among the Old National Pike Milestones that were listed in the National Register of Historic Places on March 27, 
1975. This listing includes the 69 milestones Edwin Darby Nye was able to locate during roadside surveys conducted in the early 
1970s. 

Milestone 58 was historically associated with the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike, part of a historically significant trend of 
building privately-funded turnpikes during the early nineteenth century. The Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike was the most 
prominent of these roads. However, Milestone 58 is one of four concrete replacement milestones that were installed between 1968 
and 1973 by the State Roads Commission at a time when the road was a public transportation facility. The location of the original 
milestone is unknown. This means at the time Milestone 58 was listed in the National Register of Historic Places, it was less than 
5 years of age. 
The replacement Milestone 58 is made out of concrete and has no inscription marking the distance along the turnpike from 
Baltimore. For these reasons, the milestone does not meet the requirements to be considered eligible under Criterion 
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Consideration E: Reconstructed Properties. 

Old National Pike Milestone 58 

Milestone 52 does not meet the standard of exceptional importance established under Criterion Consideration G. The replacement 
concrete marker was set in place by an employee of the State Roads Commission along the Old National Pike while road was being 
publicly maintained. The significance of the Old National Pike Milestones is derived from their original stone material and 
association with the road during its turnpike era. The replacement milestone is neither stone nor does it date to the turnpike era. 
As a class of resources, milestones are neither fragile nor unusual at any age. 

As a replacement marker, Milestone 58 does not possess integrity or significance. Old National Pike Milestone Number 58 is not 
yet fifty years of age and is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

MHT Comments: 

Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

Reviewer, National Register Program Date 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Old National Pike Milestone Number 58 (Preferred) 

other Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike Milestone 58, Milestone 58 

2. Location 

street and number East Comer of Intersection of Old National Pike and Dahlgren Road 

city, town Middletown 

county Frederick 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Maryland State Highway Administration 

street and number 707 N . Calvert Street 

city, town Baltimore, state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

Inventory No. F-4-jf78 

not for publication 

x_ vicinity 

telephone 410-545-0300 

zip code 21202 

courthouse , registry of deeds, etc. NIA liber NI A folio NI A 

city, town NIA tax map N/A tax parcel N/A 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
-~X- Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
-~X- Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HASS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

__ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_X_object 

Ownership 
__x_public 
__ private 

both 

Current Function 
__ agriculture __ landscape 

commerce/trade __ recreation/culture 
__ defense __ religion 
__ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 

health care 
__ industry 

__ social 
__K_transportation 
__ work in progress 
__ unknown 
__ vacant/not in use 

other: 

tax ID number N/A 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

0 

Noncontributing 
____ buildings 
____ sites 
____ structures 

-~--objects 
--'--__ Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

0 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

_ good 
x__ fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. F-4f78 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Old National Pike Milestone 58 is an object associated with the Frederick to Boonsboro segment of the 

Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike. Located along Old National Pike at the western limits of Frederick County, 

the milestone is situated within SHA right-of-way at the intersection with Dahlgren Road. The milestone is a 

replacement marker cast c. 1970 by State Roads Commission District 7 Engineer Thomas G. Mohler. 

Old National Pike Milestone 58 is an object associated with the Frederick to Boonsboro segment of the 

Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike. This segment is one of a series of privately finances turnpike roads built 

during the first three decades of the nineteenth century. The goal of these roads was to connect Baltimore with 

Cumberland, the beginning of the federally financed National Road. Located on South Mountain near the 

border of Washington and Frederick Counties, the milestone is situated within State Highway Administration 

(SHA) right-of-way at the eastern corner of the intersection of Old National Pike and Dahlgren Road. The 

milestone was recently displaced by an unknown person. Since June 2015, Milestone 58 has turned on its side, 

resting against the guardrail along the eastern side of Dahlgren Road. Research indicates the milestone was 

placed at this location between 1968 and 1973 by District 7 Engineer Thomas G. Mohler. 

Milestone 5 8 is a replacement fabricated out ofreinforced concrete. It measures 14 1 /2 inches wide, 10 5/8 

inches think and 28 112" above the concrete slab base at ground level. The full length of the marker has been 

exposed since being displaced in June. As of August 2015 , the full length of marker has not been measured. 

The dimensions and materials of Milestone 58 are nearly identical to three other known 20
1
h century 

replacement milestones in Frederick County: Milestones 48, 52, and 56. These milestones were cast from the 

same mold and installed between 1968 and 1973 by State Roads Commission (SRC) District 7 Engineer 

Thomas Mohler. The SRC was the predecessor agency to SHA. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 

x 1900-1999 
2000-

Areas of Significance 

_ agriculture 
_ archeology 

architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

Inventory No. F-4/J78 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainment/ 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history X transportation 
_ military other: 

Specific dates 1807-1910; 1968-1973 Architect/Builder Thomas G. Mohler 

Construction dates 1968-1973 

Evaluation for: 

-~x~_ National Register ____ Maryland Register ____ not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria , followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Milestone 58 is among the Old National Pike Milestones that were listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places on March 27, 1975. This listing includes all milestones located by Edwin Darby Nye during a roadside 

survey conducted in 1973. Milestone 5 8 is associated with the historically significant trend of building 

privately-funded turnpikes during the early nineteenth century. However, Milestone 58 is one of four concrete 

replacement milestones installed between 1968 and 1973 by the State Roads Commission. The replacement 

Milestone 58 has no inscription. The National Register nomination, written in 1973, does not indicate that 

Milestone 58 was less than five years of age at the time it was written. 

Object History 

Before documentary research was able to identify who made the replacement milestones, in an effort to 

determine their age SHA cultural resources consulted Rory Phillipson, division chief of the Concrete 

Technology Division at SHA. Phillipson conducted a visual analysis of Milestone 52 in an attempt to determine 

the age of the replacement markers. In his assessment Phillipson concluded that the crushed limestone 

comprising the concrete in the milestone is found in two active quarries near Frederick. i The use of uniformly 

sized, crushed limestone mixed with course and fine aggregate indicates a modem and scientific mixture of 

concrete. Similar in appearance to Milestone 58, Milestone 52 exhibited light weather and was not heavily 

carbonated. Carbonation is the process by which carbon dioxide in the air penetrates concrete, resulting in 

discoloration and structural weakness.ii Concrete can be dated with reasonable accuracy by determining the 
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depth of the carbonation process. Observing the good condition of the concrete, scientific nature of the mixture, 

and minimal carbonation, Phillipson estimated the replacement milestones were installed after World War II.iii 

Documentary research more accurately identifies that Milestone 52 was cast and installed between 1968 and 

1973. The replacement milestones were in place by the time amateur historic Edwin Nye conducted a survey of 

the extant milestones along Old National Pike in 1973. "Rewards of a Roadside Quest" an article written by 

Nye appeared in the June 17, 1973 edition of the Baltimore Sun. The article neatly explains the origin of the 

concrete milestones. 

Thomas G. Mohler, a roads commission engineer, has a fine regard for the milestones and has 
replaced two or three missing ones west of Frederick. He and his neighbor poured concrete into 
a wooden mold and made markers. While they bear no inscription, they stand where stones 
should stand. iv 

Nye's survey recorded the location of the 69 stones that he was able to locate during roadside surveys made 

during the early 1970s. He identified all of the concrete milestones - 48, 52, 56, and 58 - as extant. However, 

they were not identified as replacements two years later when he nominated the Old National Pike Milestones 

for listing National Register of Historic Places. Milestones are only mentioned with regard to their location and 

association with Old National Pike. All milestones from Frederick to Boonsboro are described as quartzite, 

which we know now not to be true. 

The only specific reference in the nomination to Milestone 58 is to its geographic coordinates 39° 29" 32' N, 

77° 37" OS' W.v This position places the milestone on Washington Monument Road approximately 3000 feet 

north of its current position. The difference in position is likely due to a surveying error. 

Twenty years after Nye catalogued the Old National Pike Milestones, Frederick County resident and retired 

anthropology professor Kenneth Starr conducted his own survey. Starr had a passion for surveying boundary 

markers of all types and meticulously recorded the location, dimensions, condition, inscription, and material 

composition of each milestone on Old National Pike in Frederick County. His papers are in the collection of the 
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Historical Society of Frederick County. Starr's notes on Milestone 52 match its current dimensions and 

material as well as its location until it was displaced in June 2015.vi A photo taken by Jennifer K. Cosham in 

1996 included with the MIHP file F-4-078 documents the condition and location of Milestone 58.vii 

By interviewing with several current (as of 1995) and former SHA employees, like Nye before him Starr 

concluded that Mohler created the replacement milestones. Starr spoke with Mohler in late summer 1995. He 

was 87 and in declining heath at the time of their conversation and had no recollection of the milestones.viii 

Mohler worked at the SRC from 1929 to 1976. When District 7 was created in 1952, comprising Carroll, 

Frederick, and Howard counties, Mohler served as the first district engineer. ix 

During the course of his interviews with SHA employees, Starr learned that interest in the milestones was 

spurred during a 1968 project to widen US 40 in the vicinity of Milestones 47 and 48 at the western side of 

Frederick, through the area now known as the Golden Mile. Milestones 47 and 48 were located in this area. 

Although Nye did not record the location of Milestone 4 7, Milestone 48 is one of the replacements set in place 

by Mohler. Rodney Kelly, who current works as a constructability reviewer for SHA District 7, confirmed that 

the project was built in 1968. He served as the contractor's construction engineer on the project. 

Context 

The Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike Company was one of three turnpikes chartered by the Maryland 

General Assembly in the same act in 1805.x The turnpike company was to improve the existing road from 

Baltimore to Boonsboro in Washington County. The company quickly organized, held a lottery and sold shares 

of stock to raise capital. Bids were solicited and contractors were hired to clear, level, and stone the first 20 

miles of the road. Section 31 of the turnpike's charter refers to the waymarking requirements along the road. 

The company "shall cause milestones to be placed at the side of the road or roads, beginning at the distance of 

one mile from the bounds of the City of Baltimore and extending thence to the termination of each or either of 
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the said respective roads, whereon shall be marked, in plain legible characters, the respective number of miles 

which each stone is distant from the City of Baltimore aforesaid. ,,xi The company was also required to place 

toll gates and signs that marked the distance to and from various roads and towns of note along the turnpike.xii 

Of these required waymarking devices, only milestones remain in place. 

The first segment was completed at a cost of $9,000 per mile and opened to tolled traffic on April 23, 1807.xiii 

The next 17 miles were contracted for $7,000 per mile.xiv The road reached Frederick at 45 miles distance by 

1808. The turnpike extended 62 miles from Baltimore to Boonsboro by 1812. 

The minutes of the Baltimore and Fredericktown Turnpike Company extensively document the contracts to 

level, stone, and build bridges along the road. The hiring of gate keepers and wages paid to surveyors and 

laborers are also neatly kept. Unfortunately, the contracts to survey the road and cut and place milestones along 

the route are not among the surviving company records . The milestones were likely set in place shortly after the 

turnpike company organized. The earliest reference to a milestone in the company minutes is in October 1807 

when a contractor was hired to level and widen a segment of the road beginning at the sixth milestone.xv 

Milestone 58 appears on Isaac Bond' s 1858 Map of Frederick County. Titus ' s 1873 Atlas of Frederick County 

inconsistently documents milestones along Old National Pike and Milestone 58 was not captured. Nor does the 

milestone appear on the Harpers Ferry (1894) or Middletown (1944) USGS Quadrangles. 

During the Civil War the Battle of South Mountain took place at this location, but a cursory review of 

secondary documents found no reference to the turnpike milestone. The private turnpike company continued to 

operate the road through December 1910, when the facility was sold for $100,000 to the newly formed State 

Roads Commission (SRC) .xvi Upon taking over the road, the SRC immediately ceased toll collection. The 

segment of Old National Pike where Milestone 58 is located was first widened in 1924 and later straightened in 
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194 7, though as-built plans for these and subsequent road projects do not document the presence of the 

milestone. Research was unable to determine when the original Milestone 58 went missing. 

See DOE form for National Register of Historic Places evaluation 
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10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

.0028 (120 square feet) 

.0028 (120 square feet) 
Middletown 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: -'-I '-!::2'-'-40"'"'0"""0'------

The historic boundary of the milestone is identified as the vertical plane within SHA right-of-way that 

extends perpendicular to US 40 ALT at an approximate distance of 5 8 miles from the beginning of the 

Baltimore and Frederick Turnpike at the corner of Baltimore Street and Paca Street in Baltimore. This 

encompasses the approximate historical location of the original stone Old National Pike Milestone 58. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

Jon Schmidt 

Consultant for MD SHA date 11 August 2015 

707 N Calvert Street telephone 410.545.2899 

Baltimore state MD 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland , Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Department of Planning 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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F-4-078 2015-07-22 03 .TIF Looking north at Milestone No. 58 
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. See continuation sheet 
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C A T E G 0 R Y OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

Di»»rict Building Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes 

Si'» Structur. P"vo»e I" Process Unoccupied Restricted 

Obj.ct Both B.ing Considered Preservation work Unrestricted 

in progress No 

PRESENT USE fChec* One or More a* Appropriate; 
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F-4-71 through F-4-78 

DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

(Check One) 

Excellent Good Fair Deteriorated • Ruini • Unexpoied 

(Check One) 

Altered Unaltered 

(Check One) 

[7] Moved ( J Original Site 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L (if known) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The stones were located beginning at the Baltimore courthouse, spaced 
one mile apart and placed on the north side of Maryland Route 144 
primarily, but found also along sections of Route 40, Alternate Route 
40, Maryland Route 165, and "ccenic 40'' west of Hancock. 

Owned by the state of Maryland on the edge of the right-of-way they 
are completely accessible to the public. 

Dimensions of the stones vary from section to section. Generally 
they are about twelve inches wide, eight inches deep and project about 
thirty inches above grade. The distance of the stone's facing the road; 
"58 M to B" (38 miles to Baltimore). The other three faces bear no 
inscription. The stone material also varies. The first thirty-nine 
stones are of Baltimore gneiss from the Ellicott City area. From West 
Friendship through Frederick to Boonesboro, the material is quartzite, 
plentiful along the Monocacy River. From Boonesboro to Funkstown, a 
very white limestone was used and also a different stone cutter whose 
lettering is very distinctive. West of Hagerstown, the stones are of 
a grey limestone. Sixty-nine stones remain on the route. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

F-4-71 through F-4-78 

PERIOD (Check Onf or More »• Approptimte) 

• Pre-Columbian ! D 16»fi Century Q 18th Century • 20th Century 

• 15th Century Q 17th Century Qj 19th Century 

SPECIFIC DATElSI (-/(Applicable and Known) 1 8 0 6 - 1 8 1 8 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginol • Edocotion Q Political D Urban Plonning 

• Prehistoric Q Engineering Q Religion/Phi. D Other (Specify) 

• Historic Q Industry losophy 

• Agriculture Q] Invention Q Science 

• Architecture • Londscope Q Sculpture 

• A " Architecture Q Socio l/Humon-

n Commerce • Literoture itorion 

• Communications Q M i | i t a r y Q Theater 

• Conservation r-j M o , i e g T ronJpo rtation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

These milestones mark the original route of the old National Pike from 
Baltimore to Cumberland, Maryland. 

The Baltimore-Fredericktown Turnpike Company was franchised by the state 
in 1805 to construct, maintain a i collect tolls on sixty-two miles of 
toll road from Baltimore to Boonesboro, Maryland. The first tollgate 
was opened April, 1807. 

Jonathan Ellicott, President of this company, was instrumental in 
having three other turnpikes formed which extended the road over the 
mountains to Cumberland where it met the federally funded National Road, 
opened in 1818. A group of banks, mostly from Baltimore, provided the 
capital for the construction. This made possible overland transportation 
all the way from Baltimore to St. Louis with the result that through the 
Cumberland Narrows passed over half of the emigrants and freight of our 
westward migration in its early days. 

It is significant that Maryland was the first of the mid-Atlantic states 
to finance and maintain its roads with the turnpike system, and the 
method quickly spread throughout the eastern seaboard. 
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Milestone 80 
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