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Doub-Routzahn Farmstead
Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Doub-Routzahn Farmstead

and/or common

2. Location
street & number

10412 Church Hill Road
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Myersville

state

Maryland

__ not for publication
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county

congressional district

6th

Frederick

3. Classification
Ownership
__ public
__x__ private
_both
Public Acquisition
__ in process
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Status
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__ work in progress
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~yes: unrestricted
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__ museum
__ park
~ private residence
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Nicholas S. and Kristen N. Johnson

street & number
city, town

Present Use
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Myersville
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5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
street & number
city, town

Frederick County Courthouse
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Frederick
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title
date
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.
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'!he Doub-Routzalm Farmstead is an originally agricultural cc:xnplex ncM used as a
private residence, centered on a circa 1840 brick two-story dwelling with a mid-20th
century, full -height portico and other recent alterations, and its asscx::iated
domestic and agricultural outruildings rarging in date frcm about 1840 to 1940,
including a brick snokehouse, a stone and frame dai:ry, a two-story stone and brick
smmner kitchen and possible slave quarters, a frame privy, a frame and stone bank
barn, two wagon sheds, and other agricultural outruildings. 'Ihree non-contributing
mcxiern garages and sheds are also included in the group. 'Ihe fannstead is located
on the west side of <lmrch Hill Road about one mile northeast of Myersville,
Frederick County, Maryland. '!he main elevation of the dwelling faces south and the
complex is visible from Church Hill Road at the end of a driveway passing a small
pond east of the domestic grouping.
'Ihe dwelling's south elevation is laid in flenlish bond and is painted white.
The portico has square columns rising to the cornice line of the wilding. 'Ihe
porch platfonn is brick.
'!he tq:::iography of the site slopes downward to the south
with landscaped terraces on stone retaining walls. 'Ihe principal elevation has five
bays with a center entrance and a mid-20th century Georgian Revival style door
surround featuring a broken pediment. 'Ihe doorway has a four-light transom and ,,
mcxiern replacement door.
'Ihe window openings have gauged brick arches and 6
sash.
Replacement shutters flank the windows. '!he borrl pattern on the east ana
west gable ends is 5:1 American and is repeated in the 1-1/2 story rear wing, with a
corbeled cornice.
'Ihe roof of the entire house is slate. Interior end chimneys
rise at the east and west gables. 'Ihe gable ends each have two bays of 6/6 windows
on each floor level. 'Ihe rear wing has a m:xiern frame addition of one story on the
west elevation with pressboard siding. An interior end chimney is located at the
north end and the sash is 6/6 as on the main section. Replacement shutters are also
present.
A brick-paved patio is located on the east side of the wing. 'Ihe interior
was inaccessible for this survey.
Domestic outbuildings:
Dairy:
'Ihe one-story frame and stone wilding is located inunediately northwest of
the north end of the rear wing of the house. Its use is unclear, but its position,
rectangular fonn, and lack of windows suggest that it may have originally been a
dairy or cooling shed. Its raised foundation is partially stone, and some sections
have been replaced with concrete block. '!he exterior is covered with gerrnan siding
and a 5-panel door is located in the east elevation. '!he gable roof is covered with
corrugated metal, possibly concealing original wocxi shingles.
'!he date of the
building appears to be at least about 1875-1900. Interior examination should reveal
further infonnation on its use and date.
Smokehouse:
The brick smokehouse is located north of the dwelling on the higher
slope of the farmstead site. It is a rectangular one-story Wilding in 5:1 American
bond with a vertical board door in the south elevation. 'Ihe gable in the ea:'
(Continued on separate sheet)
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Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

'Ihe Doul:rRoutzahn Farmstead exemplifies the transition of a mid-19th century
farmstead from agricultural to private residential use in the mid-20th century. It
retains features from its possible establishment as a typical farm of the period
about 1840-1870 in the brick dwelling with domestic outl:uildinc:Js and the frame and
stone bank barn, with the additions of late 19th century outl:uildings which reflect
changes in agricultural technology such as the wagon shed/com crib, the garage, and
the proliferation of various sheds in the agricultural grouping. 'The agricultural
group also shows the early 20th century changes from grain cultivation to daily
operations which predominated in Frederick County from about 1910 into the present,
in
the extension of the barn to include a milking rcx:m and the constJ:uction of a
lo and milk house. Architecturally, the fannstead is a fair example of vernacular
architectural style in the period 1840-1940, as the principal domestic ruildings
have been considerably altered and the integrity of the group as a whole is
moderate.
Title research indicates that Abraham Doub purchased approxlinately 233 acres of
the tract called "Hamburg" in 1840. It passed to his son Enos Doub in 1854 and to
John H. Routzahn in 1866.
Ezra Routzahn purchased the farm in 1870 and it was
probably under his ownership that the agricultural group increased in numbers of
structures.
Routzahn was one of the founders and first president of the Myersville
Savings Bank in 1899, a position of local prestige which reflected his prosperity
and a level of general respect for his obvious success as a fanner. 'Ihe farm
remained in the Routzahn family until 1944. 'Ihe possibility of slaves residing in
the brick outruilding has not been researched; however, the size of the outruilding
compared to other summer kitchens or wash houses in the region suggests that the
outruilding may have been concurrently used as living quarters by domestic servants
or slaves.
Tax records may verify whether the Doub or Routzahn families were
slaveholders.
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Verbal boundary description and justification

Approximately 5 acres centered on the main dwelling on Tax Map 38, Parcel 12.
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Frederick County
7. 1 Description (Continued)
elevation is plastered.
'!he roof is covered with corrugated metal. '!he
interior still has a "tree" with a wheel and hooks for han:Ji.n:J meats. '!he
Wilding is somewhat deteriorated and is currently partially filled with wood
debris. Its date is probably 1840.
kitchen/ slave quarters:
'!he two-sto:ry stone and brick b..lilding is
located east of the house and a non-contrib..rti.n;J concrete block garage. It has
been considerably altered in the 20th centw:y, particularly its interior
finishes, and its exterior is painted white. It is sited at a slight an;Jle
from the house, with an exposed stone foumation on the southeast elevation,
where a beaded vertical board door with mid-19th century hardware is located.
A pair of 6/6 windows in this level are nn:lern alterations. '!he upper sto:ry
has 6/6 windows and an exterior stone and brick chllnney are located on the east
gable end.
A secorxi interior chllnney is located at the west gable end. '!he
roof is slate. On the north elevation is a nmern one-sto:ry porch with square
posts.
A replacement door gives access to the upper level through the porch.
'Ihe interior of the Wilding was inaccessible, rut its original use as a smmner
kitchen and possible slave or servant quarters is apparent from the exterior
features and siting.
'!he date is less certain, rut may be contemporary with
the house.
SUmme.r

Privy:
'!he frame privy is located west of the house at the end of a concrete
walk through the garden on that side of the dwelling. It has beaded vertical
siding and a corrugated metal shed roof, with a door in the west elevation.
'Ihe privy probably dates from about 1875-1900.
Agricultural outruildi.n:js:
Frame shed:
Immediately west of the privy is a two-sto:ry frame Wilding
possibly used as a shop or other agricultural outl::uilding. It has a concrete
block fourxiation, gennan siding, and a corrugated metal roof. An exterior
concrete block ehllnney is located on the north elevation. '!he south elevation
has an irregular bay arran;Jement with three on the lower level and two on the
upper level.
'Ihe centre entrance is a vertical board door. A missing door on
the upper level of the west elevation shows an open floored space with 6/6
wind.CMS. 'Ihis 1:::uildi.n:j may date from the pericx:i 1875-1900.
Wagon shed:
'Ihe frame wagon shed is located on a concrete foumation north of
the frame shed and a non-contriruting plywood shed. 'Ihe wagon shed has board
and batten siding and a standing seam metal roof. 'Ihe shed may be a circa
1930's wilding.
Bank barn, silo, and milk house: 'Ihe large frame bank barn is located at the
west side of the fannstead and has a stone fourxiation with the stall level on
the south elevation. 'Ihe upper siding is vertical tongue-and-groove and plain
vertical boards. 'Ihe roof is corrugated metal. 'Ihe stall level is walled with
stone and an extension on the west end is enclosed with horizontal wood siding
to form a milking rCXJlll. 'Ihis extension was probably made in the late 1920's or
early 1930's.
A brick silo base is located near the northwest corner of the
barn and a concrete block milk house, Wilt at the same time as the milking
room extension, starxis next to the west end of the barn.
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Frederick County

SURVEY No. F-4-79

7. 2 Description (Continued)
Wagon shed/com crib, frame tool shed, and garage: 'lhese three J:uildings are
located south of the dwelling on a fann lane leading off the main driveway
toward the agricultural grouping west of the house. '!he wagon shed/com crib,
built probably in the period 1875-1900, has a single corn crib on the south
side of the drive-through passage and a shed extension on the north side. '!he
exterior is vertical board siding and the roof is starrling seam metal. '!he
frame tool shed is located near the junction of the fann lane and driveway and
has a stone foumation exposed on the south elevation. '!he ~ level is
covered with vertical board siding and a vertical board door opens on the north
elevation.
Its original use is unknown, rut its location and general fonn
suggests a possible blacksmithy, although there is no evidence of an exterior
chimney or vent. 'Ihe roof is corrugated metal. '!he frame garage was probably
built to shelter fann equipment during the period 1875-1900. It has a starrling
seam metal gable roof and vertical board siding.
Double swing doors are
located in the east gable elevation.
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