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John W. Wilson House 
Middletown vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1887-1889 

'lhe John W. Wilson House is a 2-1/2 sto:ry frane Queen Anne style dwelling 

built about 1887-1889, possibly by John W. Wilson, who is thought by the 

current owner to have been a physician. 'lhe house has a cross-shaped plan with 

projecting gables on each elevation covered with shingles, a one-sto:ry porch, a 

patterned slate roof, and the remains of a widow's walk at the central 

crossing'. Outbuilding's contempora:ry with the house include a frane well house, 

a frame smokehouse, and a small frame barn. A sanewhat later frame garage and 

a non-contributing concrete block garage are also on the site. 'lhe compact, 

economical plan, built-in features, and unified exterior and interior trim 

strongly suggest the use of an architectural pattern book as the source of the 

house's design. Although the pattern books used in Frederick County in the 

last quarter of the 19th century are yet to be researched, these features would 

be evident in standardized designs produced for a growing housing market in the 

period. 
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John w. Wilson House 
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HISTORIC CONI'EXT: 

MARYIAND cn1PREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: PiednDnt 
(Harford, Balti.nnre, carroll, Frederick, HC71Jard, Montganery 
Counties, arrl Baltinnre City) 

Olronological/Develqm:mt Period: 
Industrial/Urban Dominance, A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I.arrlscape Architecture arrl Community Planning 

Resource Type: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function arrl Use: 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Domestic/secondary structure/srookehouse 
Domestic/secondary structure/other deperx:iencies 
Agriculture/sul:sistence/anima.l facility/barn 

Known Design Source: None 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

,,·::.:'~:UM! ,,i Magi No. 
,.._, -. ~ - ,...... --:::- r· ;::-• 

,.__...; 

DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic John W. Wilson House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6824 Burkittsville Road 

city, town Middletown 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
_ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of an owners) 

name Martin H. Van Westenberg and Rebecca J. Ropp 

street & number 10430 Rum Spring Road telephone no. : 

city, town Myersville state and zip code Md. 21773 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1279 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 224 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

.:pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ___x__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-4-85 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNI'RIBUI'ING RESOURCE CX>UNI': 5 

'Ihe John W. Wilson House is a 2-1/2 story frame Queen Anne style dwelling built 
about 1887-1889 on the west side of Burkittsville Road just north of Broad Run near 
Middletown, Frederick County, Marylarrl. '!he house is set back about 50 yards from 
the road arrl has three contriruting domestic outl::uildings, a well house, a 
smokehouse, and a garage, arrl a small frame CCM barn whidl sw:vi ves fran a small 
agricultural outbuilding group whidl has been denDlished. A non-contril:uting 
concrete block garage arrl storage building is also on the property. 

'Ihe house has a compact, cross-sha:ped plan with gables facing eadl direction, 
the principal elevation being the east. '!he wings of the plan are joined by 
diagonal cross spaces and bay wirrlows arrl the east arrl south elevations have a 
one-story porch with decorative brackets whidl follows the planes of the facade from 
the east wing of the cross to the north arrl south wings. '!he exterior is covered 
with gernian siding and the gables are shingled. Pedimented arched wi.rrlows are in 
each gable, as well as paired 2/2 wirrlows flanked by louvred shutters. 'Ihe wirrlow 
frames are molded with scroll-sawn aprons. '!he roof is patterned slate and four 
central chimneys rise near the central crossing which originally had a widow's 
walk. 'Ihe platfonn of the widow's walk remains in place, rut the railings are 
missing. 'Ihe main entrance has a four-panel door with sidelights arrl a pla~ 
transom. On the west elevation of the house is a one-story shed addition, c... 
extension of the kitchen. '!he interior of the house reveals small rooms linked 
around the central staircase, which is in a small stair hall. In the south wing of 
the house is the dining room, with a built-in sideboard. '!he wood trim throughout 
the main level appears to be oak or chestnut. '!he kitchen in the west wing has 
built-in storage cupboards and is the most altered space in the main floor. 'Ihe 
economical plan, built-in features, arrl general unity of decorative work in the 
house strongly suggests the starrlardized designs fourrl in late 19th century 
architectural pattern books. 

outbuildings: 

Well house: '!he frame well house is a one-story enclosure of the well head and is 
located immediately adjacent to the west win;J and shed addition of the house and was 
undoubtedly built at the same time. It has german siding and a vertical board door 
in the east elevation. '!he gable roof is covered with starrling seam metal. 

Smokehouse: 'Ihe frame smokehouse is located west of the shed addition on the 
house. It has one story and a loft with german siding arrl a starrlin;J seam metal 
roof. 'Ihe double vertical board doors are located in the east elevation and 2/2 
windows are located in the east and west elevations. '!he chimney is on the north 
gable end and is partially enclosed in german siding, with the brick stack 
projecting above the sidin;J. '!he smokehouse is also contercp:::>rary with the house. 

Garage: 'Ihe frame garage is located on the north side of the entrance drive from 
Burkittsville Road. It has tongue-and-groove siding and a starrling seam metal gab:· 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-35 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
- - 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
_K__ architecture _ education _ military __ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1887-1889 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B x c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The John w. Wilson House has an unusual plan and design which strongly suggests 
the use of an architectural pattern book as its source. 'lbe QJeen Anne style house 
was built about 1887-1889, probably by John W. Wilson. Although no info:nnation has 
yet been found about Wilson, the current CMner believes the wilder was a 
physician. Th.e 24-acre original farm suggests a subsistence farmstead, not one in 
VJhich produce sales were the main source of income, whidl terns to confinn that the 
original owner was a fanner only as a supplement to another occupation. '!he 
features VJhich indicate the architectural pattern book are its economical plan with 
built-in furniture in the main rooms and a plan with free access to all parts of the 

\in floor, and the unified exterior decoration and finishes. While other Queen 
_me houses are found throughout the Middletown Valley and Frederick County, most 

have a more ample proportion and larger interior spaces. 'lbe Wilson House, while 
having a well-rounded plan and exterior trim, is clearly based on economy and mcxiest 
lifestyles. Identification of the pattern books known to be available in Frederick 
County during the last quarter of the 19th century is yet to be researched. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-85 

Land Records of Frederick County 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 

Baltimore: Regional Publishing Co., 1979, p 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _2_a_c_r_e __ s ____ _ 

Quadrangle name Middletown . Md. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.Ll I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c L.LJ ._I ----

D LU I I I I 
E L.__Ll ._I .......__.. __ _ 

F LLJ I I I 
G L.__Ll ..... I ---- H LU I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 2 acres centered on the house on Tax Map 65, Parcel 24 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date June 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town 
Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

l 
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John W. Wilson House 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SURVEY No. F-4-85 

roof. '!he south elevation is open am the \YeSt elevation has an open shed, 
perhaps a wood shed. '!he garage may date :frcm about 1910. 

Barn: '!he small frame barn is located north of the danestic group at a 
distance of about 30 yards. It is an unbanked Erxjlish type, with a small 
overhang on the east elevation. '!he vertical sid.irg is painted white am is 
deteriorated. 'lhree dutdl doors are located on the stall level on the east 
side. '!he gable roof is stan::lin:;J seam metal. '!he barn is probably the same 
date as the house. 
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