
F-4-98 
Shank-Ridgely House ca. 1920 
Myersville vicinity 
Private 

'!he Shank-Ridgely House is a 1-1/2 story frame :b.lngalOVJ with craftsman 

details, including an integral porch with grouped piers featuring IrDrtise arrl 

tenon projections, a front dormer, a projecti.nq side bay, arrl ext.ended eaves. 

'!he house has been altered in tents of its exterior covering, currently a 

brick-patterned composition material, arrl the CXAtlX'15ition roof coveri.nq which 

replaced the original wood shingles. '!he porch raili.nq is also a replacement, 

as well as the modern wirrlows which replace the 3/1 sash. Built about 1920 

J,X>Ssibly by Olarles E. Shank or Robert J. Ridgely, the house is a fair exanple 

of the :b.lngalOVJ type arrl the craftsman style which became to be identified with 

:b.lngalows throughout the U.S. duri.nq the period 1905-1930. 



F-4-98 
Shank-Ridgely House 
Myersville 
Frederick County 

HISIDRIC a:>NI'EXT: 

MARYIAND CXMPREmNSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltilrore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, am Baltilrore City) 

O'lronological/Development Pericxi: 
In:lustrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericxi '!hemes: 
Architecture, I..arrlscape Architecture am Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource 'fype: 

category: Building 

Historic Enviro:rment: Rural 

Historic Function am Use: 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Damestic/secorx:lary structure/snokehouse 

Known Design Source: None 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Shank-Ridgely House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2448 Canada Hill Road 

city, town Myersville 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
__ not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

DOE _yes no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
_x_ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Carl W. and Elizabeth A. George 

street & number 2448 Canada Hill Road telephone no.: 

city, town Myersville state and zip code Md. 21773 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1176 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 833 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

4pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-4-98 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CON'IRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CX>UNr: 2 

'!he Shank-Ridgely House is a 1-1/2 story frame rungalow l::uilt about 1920 on the 
north side of canada Hill Road about 1 mile northwest of Myersville, Frederick 
County, Marylard. 'lhe l::uildinJ has a one-story integral porch on the south 
elevation facin;;J the road ard is sited on a rise above the road level behirxi 
evergreen trees. '!he property also includes a frame SllXlkehouse which is probably 
contemporary with the house ard several small non-contril:utin;;J outl::uildinJs of later 
date. 

'!he house has a three-bay south elevation with a center entry. '!he exterior of 
the house is covered with corrposition sidin;;J material in a brick pattern. '!he 
fow"rlation is rusticated concrete block. '!he staroi..rg seam metal roof was 
originally wocxi shirgles ard has a donrier with three grouped win:iows on the south 
elevation. '!he eaves are exterxied and an interior brick chimney is located in the 
north slope of the roof. An exterior brick chinmey is located on the west elevation 
near a projectin;;J bay. 'lhe integral porch has a brick base and a plain balustrade 
which has been recently reJ::uilt. '!he porch features grouped piers in threes at the 
corners with m::>rtise ard tenon projections in the style of Craftsman Wnga.lows of 
the period 1905-1930. 'lhe win:iows have been replaced with 1/1 rrodern sash. '!he 
original sash was 3/1. '!he south elevation entrance has a glazed panel door and fr 
flanked by paired win:iows on the west and a sin;;Jle win:iow on the east. '!he nort. 
elevation of the house has a partially enclosed rear porch. '!he interior was not 
accessible for this survey. 

Smokehouse: 'lhe date of the frame sm::>kehouse is unJmown; however, its features and 
materials reflect the period of the house's construction. It is assmned that it was 
l::uilt prior to 1930. '!he rectangular l:uildin;;J is covered with both german and 
vertical board siciinJ ard has a composition roof. A vertical board door is located 
in the south elevation. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-4-98 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
x_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1920 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B lLC 

A B 

national 

D 

c D E F G 

state x__local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Shank-Ridgely House is a fair example of the Craftsman style bungalo.v, a 
popular style throughout the u. s. dur.in:J the period about 1905-1930. '!he basic 
lo.v-prof ile frame house type with an integral porch which was a very cornrron plan in 
bungalows is present in this l:::uild.in:J. '!he exterrled eaves, the proj ect.in:J bay on 
the side to give 100re light to a din.in:J roam or stair hall, an::l the grouped wocx:l 
piers on the porch are further elements of the style. '!he articulated mortise an::l 
tenon projections are the IOOSt apparent details of the Craftsman influence. 'lhese 
characteristics were popularized through the Sears Roel:uck an::l Company catalog house 
designs an::l other publications with nation-wide distril::ution, an::l became connnon to 
1-mlgalows in general. '!he house may have been l:::uilt by Charles E. Shank who 
,urchased the property in 1906 as a result of an equity case sale of real estate. 

In 1921, Shank sold the property to Robert J. Ridgley, who is the second most likely 
l:::uilder of the house. By 1929, the house was certainly in place, when Ridgley sold 
it to Alvey J. an::l Bettie M. Myers, who occupied the house until 1982, when it was 
bought by the current owners, Mrs. an::l Mrs. George. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-4-98 

Land Records of Frederick County 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -~l"'------'a=c=r~~e=--------

Quadrangle name Myersvj 1 1 e, Md. Quadrangle scale __ l_: _24_00_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ..J I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LJ..J .__I ............... __.___._ 

E L___Ll .__I .....__..__._ __ 

G L___Ll ._I ~-----
Verbal boundary description and justification 

D l.iJ I 
F LL_j 

H Li_j 

I I I 
I 

Approximately 1 acre centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 37, Parcel 15. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept. date July 1992 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696- 295 8 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 
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