
F-5-114 
James P. Barnes House 
Mt. Ai:ry vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1858-1860 

'Ihe James P. Barnes House is a tWJ-sto:ry frame dwelling with five bays and 

a center cross gable, a veranda on two elevations, and an attached sunner 

kitchen which was originally free-standing. 'Ihe house was built about 1858 by 

James P. Barnes (ca. 1800-1874), possibly prior to his receiving a patent for a 

126-acre parcel of "Prospect Plains" in late 1859. 'Ihe house appears on the 

1858 Isaac Bond map. 'Ihe exterior retains sare of its original german siding 

and the 2/2 wind.ONS flanked by louvred shutters are also original. 'Ihe 

interior has been altered primarily in the rear wing, which includes rrod.ern 

inf ill sections linking the sunner kitchen to the house. A surviving original 

rrentelpiece has a deeply curved rrolded frieze and incised floral decoration. 

'Ihe Barnes House is a fair exarrple of a mid-19th centu:ry vernacular dwelling, 

with the features of a typical danestic structure of the pericrl, the center 

hall plan with a rear wing, five-bay rrain facade with a cross gable, one-sto:ry 

porch, and one of the rrost camon outbuildings, a sunner kitchen. 
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Jarres P. Barnes House 
Mt. Airy 
Frederick County 

HIS'IORIC CDNTEXT: 

MARYLAND c:al!PREHENSIVE HIS'IDRIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltirrore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, M:::mtganery 
Counties, and Baltirrore City) 

Chronological/Develq:ment Period: 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Therres: 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and camn.mity Planning 

Resource Types: 

Category: Building 

Historic Environment : Rural 

Historic Function and Use: 
D::mestic/single dwelling/residence 

Known Design Source: None 
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Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic James P. Barnes House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6114B Woodville Road _ not for publication 

city, town Mt. Airy ___x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
--1L building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
.x.._ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name David C. Lovewell and Barbara F. Schifter 

street & number 6114B Woodville Road telephone no. : 

city, town Mt. Airy state and zip code Md. 21771 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1215 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 92 

city, town Frederick state Md. 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _ federal _ state _ county __ local 

posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
~excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-5-114 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

cnNTRIBUl'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 1 

'!he James P. Barnes House is a two-story ~ dwellirg J:::uilt about 1858-1860 on 
the west side of Wcxxiville Road about 0.5 mile north of the intersection of Old 
Annapolis Road near Mt. Airy, Frederick County, Marylan:i. 'lhe house faces east an:i 
is at the em. of a driveway running about 800 feet frc:m Wcxxiville Road. 'lhe 
dwellirg has a two-story rear win;J an:i incx>rporates an originally free-stan::lin; 
sununer kitchen, an alteration made durirg rehabilitation durirg the mid an:i late 
1980's. '!he date of the J:::uildirg is J:::ased on architectural features, historical 
maps, an:i lan:i records. 

'!he east elevation has five bays with a center cross~le an:i a one-story porch 
which ext:.errls across the entire elevation an:i onto the north gable em.. 'lhe 
exterior of the house has german sidirg on the secorrl story an:i asbestos shirgle 
sidirg on the first story of the east an:i north elevations. 'lhe south elevation an:i 
the sununer kitchen are also german sided, an:i the asbestos shirgle sidirg appears on 
the west gable em. of the rear wirg an:i the secorrl story of the wirg's south side. 
'lhe roof is st:a.rx:li.n;J seam netal an:i interior em. chimneys are at the north an:i south 
gable errls. 'lhe center doorway has a foor-panel door with a foor-light transan an:i 
sidelights. '!he wirrlows are 2/2 with louvred shutters. 'lhe cross gable has a 
Gothic arched 2/2 wirrlow in the center. '!he porch has a m::x:lern Clri:wen;:lale-stylP 
railirg an:i turned columns with scroll-sawn brackets. '!he north elevation has tv.. 
bays with a door in the northwest corner bay of the main section openirg on the 
exterrled verarrla. A secorrl door is in the rear win;J which exterrls frcm the 
northwest co:rner of the main section. Both doors have two-light transans. 'I\¥o 
attic wirrlows in the gable have 2/2 sash. '!he spaces between the original brick 
piers of the porch base have been filled in with concrete block in the mid-20th 
century. 'lhe south elevation has only attic wirrlows with 2/2 sash, one replaced 
with a louvred vent screen. 

'!he south side of the rear wirg shc1#s the one-story inf ill section between the 
house an:i the originally free-starrling summer kitchen. 'lhe summer kitchen is a 
1-1/2 story J:::uildirg with an interior em. drlmney in the west gable em.. '!he south 
elevation has a glass paneled door flanked by a 2/2 win:iCYN. 

'lhe interior of the main section has two rcx:ms flankirg a center hall. Much of 
the interior wall finishes floorirg has been altered or covered an:i the rear wirg 
containirg the kitchen an:i the attached SUlTl1ler kitchen has been CX>n.Siderably 
cilanged, with walls rem:::>Ved an:i doorways relocated. 'lhe principal interior feature 
of .importance is a woc:xi mantelpiece in the south parlor of the main section which 
has deeply curved iwldirgs an:i incised stars in the bases of the side pilasters. 
'lhe fireplace openirg has been closed off. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
_K_ architecture _ education 

Survey No. F-5-114 

_landscape architecture __ religion 
_law _science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 180~1899 

_1900-

_art 
_commerce 

_engineering _music humanitarian 
_theater 

_ communications 

Specific dates C. 1858-1899 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A 

_ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government 
_invention 

Builder/ Architect 

B ~C D 

A B C D E F G 

national _state )£_local 

_ transportation 
_other (specify) 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he James P. Barnes House is a fair exanple of a mid-19th century vernacular 
dwellin;J with the plan am general exterior form typical of na;t houses durirg the 
period. '!he five-bay facade am cross gable with a Gothic arched wirrlow am a 
one-story porch were the m:st (X"J!JIOCXl danestic design in the period about 1850 to 
1890. '!he house was apparently Wilt about 1858 by James P. Barnes (ca. 
1800-1874). On October 18, 1859, Barnes received a patent for about 126 acres of 
"Prospect Plains". 'Ihe house may already have been Wilt by that date since his 
name appears on the 1858 Isaac Borrl map. '!he molded arrl carved mantelpiece in the 
house also suggests the period of the 1850's in its design. After Barnes' death in 
1874, his widow sold the property in 1876 to George W. Molesworth. It is unknown 
hether Moles'iNOrth occupied the property or owned it as an investment. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-5-114 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Holdcraft, Jacob M. Names In Stone. Privately published, Ann Arbor, Mi., 1966. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 
Quadrangle name Libertytown, Md. Quadrangle scale _1_:_2_4_0_0_0 ___ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ~I ~--' ...___! ..........__._........__._ _ _.. 

E Li_J I I L.-1 ~__..__ ....... ....... 
G LLJ I I L.-1 .....___..__..__ ....... ....... 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 81, Parcel 47. 

D LJj 
F LL_j 
H LL_j 

I I I I 
I I 
I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & zoning Dept .date August 1994 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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James P. Barnes House 
Frederick County 
Isaac Bond, Map of Frederick County, 1858 
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James P. Barnes House 
Frederick County 
C.O. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

County, 1873 
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