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Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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The Ijamsville survey district comprises approximately 21 acres from the public right-of-way to the rear property lines and
retains its historic linear plan along the east and west sides of Mussetter Road. The district extends northward from the
intersection of Ijamsville Road, slightly south of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks to 4763 Mussetter Road. The
Ijamsville survey district contains nineteen contributing resources, representing architectural styles popular during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The survey district includes dwellings, religious and educational institutions, and
commercial buildings.
Constmction dates range from the early nineteenth century to the early twentieth century, with the majority of the buildings
constructed in the latter half of the nineteenth century. Wood-frame buildings dominate the survey district, with brick
employed for the Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10) and the Ijamsville School (F-5-11). Buildings in the survey
district range from vernacular log and/or frame construction (4709 Mussetter Road) to a frame Four Square (4754 Mussetter
Road). The Queen Anne style popular during the Victorian era is represented in the ca. 1870 Reinhart house. The twenty
contributing resources include:
J.K.D. Williams Store - east of Mussetter Road
Reinhart House, 4714 Mussetter Road
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J.T. Williams House, 4703 Mussetter Road
4707 Mussetter Road
4709 Mussetter Road
4711 Mussetter Road
4715 Mussetter Road
4719 Mussetter Road
4728 Mussetter Road
4725 Mussetter Road
4729 Mussetter Road
4733 Mussetter Road
Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10)
Ijamsville School (F-5-11)
4747 Mussetter Road
4751 Mussetter Road
4752 Mussetter Road
4754 Mussetter Road
4763 Mussetter Road
The Ijams Mill ruins, identified as a contributing resource, was demolished since the survey was conducted in 1994.
Non-contributing resources are located at:
4705 Mussetter Road
4739 Mussetter Road
4743 Mussetter Road
4745 Mussetter Road
4755 Mussetter Road
4724 Mussetter Road and the garage south of the dwelling
4732 Mussetter Road and the garage south of the dwelling
4738 Mussetter Road
4740 Mussetter Road
Evaluation
The Ijamsville survey district is locally significant as an historic district under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A
and C. The period of significance is from ca. 1831 to 1930. The district is associated with important patterns of industrial
growth in Frederick County from the early nineteenth century to the early twentieth century (Criterion A). The buildings
located in the survey district embody the distinctive characteristics of the type, period, and method of construction of early
nineteenth century to early twentieth century architecture in Frederick County (Criterion C). The Ijamsville survey district
possesses the aspects of feeling, association, setting, and location to convey its integrity and historic context as a ca. 1831 to
1930 railroad industrial stop that evolved into a thriving rural village.
Named after the Ijams family, Ijamsville represents a nineteenth century rural, industrial village. The slate quarries, located
west of Mussetter Road, and railroad provided the impetus for the development of the village. Slate quarries first operated near
Ijamsville around ca. 1800. Plummer Ijams, Jr., arranged for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to pass north of his grist mill.
The ca. 1831 arrival of the railroad and the slate quarries spurred the village's growth. Ijamsville grew during the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries, with development peaking during the early twentieth century. In its heyday, at least three stores, a
church, and a post office operated in Ijamsville. The village's growth declined when the slate quarries stopped operations in
ca. 1892. Rail traffic declined in use by the early twentieth century, as automobile and truck use increased. By 1913, the
quarries had switched to producing shale. The quarries eventually closed in 1937 and the railroad station closed in 1938.
Generally, the buildings are in the same condition as when the Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties form was completed
in 1994 by Janet Davis and have undergone few changes since then. Each of the nineteen contributing buildings and structures
are described in detail in the 1994 survey. Most of the outbuildings in the district are not visible from the public right-of-way
and therefore, were not discussed in the 1994 survey. Currently, many of the buildings are clad in vinyl or aluminum siding.
The J.K.D. Williams store has continued to deteriorate since the 1994 survey. The exterior walls were buckling, suggesting
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structural damage, windows were missing, holes in the corrugated metal roof were noted, and the building was surrounded by
overgrown vegetation. The Ijams Mill ruin was no longer present. Alterations that have occurred in the district include
maintenance and repair (4747 Mussetter Road), and replacing of siding (4719 Mussetter Road).
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Project Manager
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Assoc, Inc.

Date Prepared: 2 February 2004

F-5-12

F-5-12

F-5-12
Ijamsville Survey District
New Market vicinity
Private
The

village

I jams Mill
Mussetter

and

Road

of

and

extended

established

quarries

were

up

although
period

Williams
circa
and

log

was

and

ruins

of

Store,

1800.

of

the present

along the road just east of the slate

The mill,

the

railroad,

and the slate

activity

had

at

frame

in the period from about 1901 to 1930. At its

least three stores, a church, a schcolhouse, and a

dwellings which reflected its growth from a railroad

the

circa

a brick

1815-1825

I jams Mill, the greatly deteriorated

structure of about the 1870's, the Reinhart House, a

house with a Queen Anne-style corner turret, the 1890 M.E. Church,

1878

Ijamsville's
1915.

northward

crossing

stop to a thriving rural village. The principal surviving buildings

1870

the

Ohio Railroad

the late 1920's. The peak was in the period about 1890 to 1900,

Ijamsville

of

the

and

from about 1831 at the site of the

economic props which gave the village its growth during the

increased

industrial
are

the

about

developed

the mill burned in 1894 and was apparently not rebuilt. The B&O had a

of

height,
range

to

Ijamsville

the Baltimore

quarries

period

Ca. 1831-1930

schcolhouse,

development

now

a

day-care

center.

The

latter period of

is represented by a single Four Square house of about

Ijamsville is a fair example of a 19th century industrial village which

economically

linked

to

the nearby industrial activities and the railroad

which served them until the 1920's.

F-5-12
Ijamsville Survey District
Ijamsville
Frederick County
HISTORIC CONTEXT:
MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA
Geographic Organization: Piedmont
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Chronological/Development Period:
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Historic Environment: Village
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Domestic/secondary structure/other dependencies
Religion/religious facility/church
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Known Design Source: None
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.
CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE COUNT: 22
The survey district of Ijamsville encompasses approximately 13 acres along the
east and west sides of Mussetter Road, northward from the intersection of Ijamsville
Road just south of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad tracks in the 19th century
village of Ijamsville, Frederick County, Maryland. The village developed from about
1831 to 1930 north of the early 19th century I jams Mill, now a ruined brick shell
after burning in 1894, and just east of the slate quarries established in about 1800
and active until about 1937, in later years as a shale quarry. The present
Mussetter Road was the only public road in the vicinity north of Bush Creek and the
dwellings of the district, built from about 1830 to the first decade of the 20th
century, are closely aligned along both sides. The district contains the 1890 brick
Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10), still an active church, and the
adjacent 1878 brick Ijamsville School (F-5-11), now a day-care center. Two
contributing former commercial structures are within the boundaries, the Williams
Store, a deteriorated brick building east of the mill ruin and Mussetter Road and
south of the railroad tracks, and the Sellman and Williams store, now an apartment
house, on the north side of the railroad. The remainder of the buildings are log
and frame dwellings of two stories, with artificial siding on most and metal and
composition roofs. Slate from the former quarries is found on only the schoolhouse,
although many slate roofs were present during the 19th century. A few survivii^
small outbuildings, principally meathouses, sheds, and stables are present, the m^J
notable being a frame stable west of the schoolhouse. The general condition of most
buildings is good, although the Williams Log House at 4707 Mussetter Road was
severely damaged by fire in early 1994.
Dates of the buildings are based on
architectural evidence, land records, historical maps, the 1882 and 1910 county
histories, and Charles E. Moylan's town history and memoir, Iiamsville: The Story of
a Country Village of Frederick County (1951).
Following
district:

are brief

descriptions of the contributing structures in the survey

I jams Mill ruins:
The remaining brick walls are partially demolished and greatly
overgrown, but the stone foundation is visible on the south elevation and the course
of the mill race, which parallels the railroad tracks and runs south of the ruin is
still discernible. Moylan's town history states that the original late 18th century
I jams Mill was located about one-half mile east of this structure. The date of the
present building may be about 1815 to 1825, based on the agreement between Plummer
Ijams and the B&O to grant a right of way through the area passing his mill and to
name the station Ijams Mill.
It would seem likely that the B&O would agree to
locate its route at a well-established industrial site rather than the promise to
build one next to the railroad stop.
The brick walls of the upper structure,
however, appear to have been rebuilt in about the mid 19th century, since the
existing window openings on the south have segmental arches, a feature not usually
found in the early 19th century. The south wall has four visible bays divided by
brick pilasters.
The mill was at least two stories in height and the southwestern
corner still rises to a corbeled cornice fragment above the second story openii^fc
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Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.
The Ijamsville Survey District is a fair example of a 19th century industrial
village, retaining principally its linear plan along a single road which crossed the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad at the southern end of the survey district, near the
ruins of the Ijams Mill and one of the several stores which operated in the village
at its economic peak in the late 19th and early 20th century. The village was in
existence in a limited form due to the presence of a slate quarry just to the west
of the present Mussetter Road, and the original Ijams Mill, apparently a late 18th
century building about a half mile east of the ruins of the last mill. As in
Monrovia about three miles to the east, Ijamsville's most extensive development came
bout because of the railroad's arrival in 1831, an arrangement made by Plummer
Ijams to pass directly north of his grist mill, the circa 1815-1825 successor to the
original mill.
From 1831 to the late 1920's, the village slowly grew and at its
peak in the early 20th century had at least three stores, a post office, a church, a
schoolhouse, and the steady economic base supplied by the slate quarries and
railroad shipping activities. However, the mill burned in 1894 and was not rebuilt
and, as the B&O's freight-hauling activity waned in the early 20th century, the
small stations on the Bush Creek section and others began to decline in economic
stability.
By 1913, the slate quarries were producing shale instead of building
slate. Increased use of trucks and automobiles in the 1920's further weakened the
railroad's business and the Ijamsville station closed in 1938, one year after the
quarries were closed.
The remaining dwellings in the village reflect the long
period of activity, from log structures to the eclectic frame buildings of the late
19th century represented by the Reinhart House, which has a Queen Annestyle corner turret and shingled gables and the Mulfinger House, with its unusual
curved entry porch. The schoolhouse and the M.E. Church are typical structures for
their time and rural location. The sole Four Square house in the survey district,
built about 1915, represents the declining period of the village, when construction
of new houses had passed its peak of activity.
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
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Quadrangle name Urbana, Md.
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Quadrangle scale
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Description (Continued)

The foundation is partially concealed, but brick arches and openings are in
both the south and east sides of the stone base. The north and west walls are
completely gone and the interior is a mass of rubble. The mill achieved a peak
in its reputation under the ownership of Isaac McComas from about 1878 to 1892,
but McComas' diary in the Historical Society of Frederick County during the
late 19th century reveals the tenuous nature of milling as a livelihood in this
period.
McComas was foreclosed at Hood's Mill in Carroll County prior to
coming to Ijamsville, where he had some good and several bad years. He
converted the mill's operation to steam in the early 1880's, but by 1890, he
was looking for work as a brickmason in Baltimore. He agreed to sell the mill
to William Turner in 1894, but it was destroyed by fire prior to the
finalization of the sale. It was apparently never rebuilt.
J. K. D. Williams Store: The two-story brick store building is located east of
Mussetter Road across from the mill ruin.
It is in only slightly better
condition, having the same type of paneled brick walls with a corbeled cornice
and segmental arched window openings.
The corrugated metal gable roof is
partially missing. The west gable end has an enlarged center entrance on the
first story flanked by two narrow window openings. The surrounding brick
appears to have been rebuilt, and the flat header arches over the openings are
of mid 20th century construction.
The visible remaining sash is 2/2. The
interior reveals cast iron supporting columns on a severely deteriorated
floor.
The 1873 Atlas map and town plan of Ijamsville show a warehouse near
this location which may be the existing building. Land records are obscure
about the chain of ownership of this property, which was often linked with the
mill in deeds.
/Anthony K. Williams and other Williams descendants owned the
parcel along with property on the north side of the railroad tracks and Moylan
identified the proprietor in the late 19th and early 20th century as J. K. D.
Williams, who sold the store in 1916. The date of the store's closing is not
yet determined.
Reinhart House, 4714 Mussetter Road:
The two-story frame dwelling with a
shingled corner turret dominates the view above the mill and store ruins and
overlooks the railroad tracks.
It was probably built about 1870, possibly
without the turret, by /Andrew Reinhart, then the owner of the mill. By 1875,
Isaac McComas acquired the dwelling along with the mill and his diary speaks of
working on the porch, a bracketed and dentiled veranda extending across the
south elevation and the east gable end with a turned balustrade. The house had
a slate roof until at least 1949 and the roof of the turret remains slate. The
cross gable on the south and the end gables have shingled siding, while the
remainder of the exterior is covered with asbestos shingle siding.
J. T. Williams House, 4703 Mussetter Road: The two-story frame building has
been considerably altered, but the massing of the house reveals its 19th
century origin.
The exterior is covered with vinyl siding and a one-story
porch is on the south elevation. The bay arrangement is irregular, reflecting
the present use of the building as an apartment house. On the 1873 town plan,
the building is identified as owned by J. T. Williams, one of the partners in
the Sellman and Williams store (demolished) which stood to the west of the
house
near the road.
The building's date is unclear because of its
alterations, but at least part of the structure may date from about 1850-1860.
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Description (Continued)

Mussetter Road:
Identified as another Williams-owned house on the 1873 map,
the two-story log dwelling was much damaged by two fires in early 1994. Its
integrity level is greatly reduced, part of its original german siding is
visible and the three-bay west elevation is discernible.
The roof is
composition material.
The building probably dates from the 1830's and was
built in the early years of the village's existence after the coming of the
railroad.
4709 Mussetter Road: The two-story log and/or frame building has vinyl siding
and a composition roof. The sash is 3/1 and the onestory porch has tapered square columns, indicating that these features were
alterations to the mid-19th century original structure. An exterior stone and
brick chimney on the north elevation is part of the original structure. This
house may be the Conrad Hargett House mentioned in Moylan's town history as
having been built with rails from the original railroad line and having
originally been completely sided with slate, but it had been covered by
asbestos shingles by 1951.
4711 Mussetter Road:
This is a two-story frame building with three bays and
vinyl siding.
A one-story porch with turned columns and brackets crosses the
west elevation. The roof is corrugated metal. The windows are l/l replacements
and in the center bay of the second story is a Gothic arched window protected
by a modern storm window.
The present owner of the property, Mr. Ruch,
believes the house was built about 1870-1875. An 1859 deed, however, refers to
a frame dwelling on the 50x210-ft. lot and its scale and proportion and the
Gothic arched window are consistent with a date of about 1850. Moylan gave its
date as 1860, this being his summer home at the time of his town history, and
the builder as William Jones. It is one of three houses shown on the 1858 map
on the east side of the present Mussetter Road and the "Mrs. Jones" house on
the 1873 map.
4715 Mussetter Road:
The two-story frame house appears to have been built in
the period 1830-1850.
It has vinyl siding and l/l replacement sash and
shutters.
The roof is corrugated metal. A one-story porch covers the first
story on the west elevation. An exterior stone and brick chimney is on the
north elevation. An addition is on the south end of the original house.
4719 Mussetter Road: The house has been considerably altered, but retains its
general form.
Plywood siding covers much of the exterior and a projecting bay
at the southwest corner retains some german siding, a paneled base, and 2/2
windows.
Much of the rest of the structure has been rehabilitated, leaving
little historical material visible on the exterior. It was probably built in
the 1850's and may be the "J. Riggs" house shown on the 1873 town plan.
4728 Mussetter Road: This is a two-story frame house with a gable front on the
east elevation and german siding.
A one-story porch with Tuscan columns
extends across the facade. The sash is l/l replacement and the roof is modern
composition material. A shed addition is on the rear elevation. The house was
built in the last quarter of the 19th century.
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7.3 Description (Continued)
Frederick County

4725 Mussetter Road:
The two-story house has a central cross gable, vinyl
siding and a composition roof.
The one-story porch has a turned frieze and
brackets. The windows are 2/2. The house was built in the period 1875-1900.
4729 Mussetter Road:
The two-story frame house has german siding and a
composition roof.
The three-bay facade has a one-story porch, 2/2 sash,
louvred shutters on the second story, and a two-story rear wing. It was also
built in the last quarter of the 19th century.
4733 Mussetter Road:
The two-story dwelling has a central cross gable with
asbestos shingle siding and a composition roof. A one-story porch with turned
columns crosses the west elevation.
The windows are 2/2.
The date of
construction is in the last quarter of the 19th century.
Ijamsville Methodist Episcopal Church (F-5-10):
The 1890 brick church was
built on the site of the original 1854 building.
It has an exposed and
plastered stone foundation on the south elevation in which are three bays, one
containing a door to the church basement. The east elevation has a single
centered entrance with a Gothic arched, stained glass transom. A small stone
plaque with the dates of the original church and the current structure is above
the door and below a circular opening with a louvred vent. The composition
roof is crowned with a small open belfry.
The three bays on the side
elevations have Gothic arched stained glass windows. Modem concrete steps
rise to the doorway from the road level.
Ijamsville School (F-5-11): The Ijamsville School was built in 1878 according
to land records and the McComas diary. It is a two-room type with a central
projecting foyer at the center of the east elevation. The stone foundation is
plastered with concrete and the windows have 9/9 sash. The roof is slate and
an open belfry stands on the roof of the projecting foyer. At the rear of the
schoolhouse lot is a small frame stable with a corrugated metal roof and
tongue-and-groove siding.
A central gable with a 2/2 window lights the loft
and functionally placed doors in the first level open to the stalls and the
equipment and feed rooms. The building is now a storage structure and a shed
addition is on the south gable end.
4747 Mussetter Road: The two-story house has three bays with asbestos shingle
siding and a composition roof. The second story windows are 6/6 with louvred
shutters, although the first story windows have been replaced. The eaves are
decorated with a serpentine bargeboard.
The one-story porch on the west
elevation has turned columns, brackets, and a turned frieze. The house was
built in the late 19th century.
4751 Mussetter Road:
The house is a 1-1/2 story log or frame building with
german siding and a one-story porch. The roof is corrugated metal. A center
chimney is a strong suggestion of its original structure being log. The
windows are 2/2.
The house may date from the 1840's or 1850 's, if log
structure can be verified in the building.
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4752 Mussetter Road:
The two-story house has a gable facade with irregular
bays on the east elevation.
The gable peak has a decorative scroll-sawn
ornament and the windows have molded lintels. The exterior is covered with
german siding and the windows are 2/2. The roof appears to be slate on the
north slope and metal on the south side. A one-story porch extends across the
east elevation and the north elevation, ending in an enclosed section near the
northwest corner.
The porch columns are Tuscan order. The house was built in
the period about 1880-1890.
4754 Mussetter Road:
The only Four-Sguare house in the survey district, the
house has vinyl siding on its exterior and a corrugated hipped roof with a
small hipped dormer with paired single pane windows in the east elevation. An
interior chimney rises at the south side of the roof. The windows are paired
near the corners of the east and south elevations and the first story on the
east has a sheltering porch on Tuscan columns. It appears to date from about
1915.
4763 Mussetter Road, Mulfinger House: The house was probably built by John P.
Mulfinger about 1889 and has asbestos shingle siding and a corrugated metal
roof.
The three-bay west elevation has a center entry with an entry porch of
unusual design.
The roof is slightly arched with a narrow bracketed cornice.
The two supporting columns are tapered to a wider base. The sash is 2/2 and an
interior chimney is on the south gable end, with a replacement exterior chimney
on the north.
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