Memo to file

February 27, 2015

From: Casey Pecoraro
Inventory Registrar

Re: F-5-26
Rich Hills

The property documented in the following DOE form has not been formally
evaluated for eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places. The comments and opinions in the text are those of the preparer of
the documentation. The State Historic Preservation Office has neither
concurred nor disagreed with the recommendations presented in the form.

No photographs or map were submitted with the form.










F-5-26
Rich Hills 1792

New Market
Private

Rich Hills, a one and a half and two story stone residence is one
of the most unusual residences in the New Market region exhibiting
architectural details more similar to the English homes of Eastern
Shore Maryland than the German style of Western Maryland.

The residence has two parts; the northern section, a one and a half
story coursed random stone structure three bays wide and one room
deep, dating to the mid-eighteenth century, predates the south
section, a two and one half story coursed random stone structure,
three bays wide. A one story frame porch with decorative scrolls
extends across the front of the building. Very large stone quoins
(some in excess of three feet) alternate every other foot in-each
corner of the building. A date stone with "1792" hand painted on
it is located in the south gable.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rich Hills is a most unusual one and one-half and two story stone resi-
dence which faces west from the east side of Boyers Mill Road.

The oldest section of the structure definitely dating to the second half
of the eighteenth century is a one and one-half story random stone struc-
ture three bays wide and one room deep. A one story small stone addition
is Tocated north of this center section.

This structure is the most unusual residence in the New Market area. The
principle facade is three bays wide; the main entrance door which has been
replaced and a small entrance addition made is located in the second bay.
Two small replaced 2/2 windows are located in the remaining bays. The
entire west side of this section has been covered with aluminum siding.

A large plank door with strap hinges is located in the center of the
north addition. The unusually steep gable roof has been replaced with
standing seam tin. Two very small and narrow shed roofed gables extend
from the roof over the first and third bays of the first level. A mas-
sive stone chimney is located, for the most part, on the east side of

the north gable end of the center section.

The south section of the house is a two story random stone building.

The main facade is four bays wide. A six panel door, (one with glass
inserts) with four light transom is located in both the second and third
bay on the first level. Occupying the remaining bays on the first and
second level are replaced 2/2 windows with louvered shutters.

A one story frame porch with decorative scrolls and replaced cinder
block foundation extends across the first level of this section of the
building.

Very large stone quoins (some in excess of three feet in length) alter-
nate every other foot in each corner of the building.

A date stone with "1792" hand painted on it is located in the south gable.
The south addition is covered by a standing seam tin flank gabled roof
attached to a replaced boxed cornice. An interior corbeled brick chim-
ney is located on each gable end of the addition.

A frame bank barn is also located on the premises of Rich Hills, just
south of the building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Rich -Hills is one of the most unusual residences in the New Market region
exhibiting architectural details more similar to the English homes of
Eastern Shore Maryland than the German style of Western Maryland.

The building has, up until recently, always been owned by families of
English descent. The farm is located on two original land grants.
Lapland was conveyed to Col. Ephraim Howard in 1770; resurvey on Rich
Hills was granted to Samuel Plummer in 1743.

By 1812 Jesse Hughes was in possession of the 175 acres upon which the
house was built and probably built the south section of the house which
is dated 1792.1

Upon his death in 1812 Hughes left the property to his sons and daughters
to sell if they wished and each getting a "fair share". In 1816, the
property was sold to E1i Elliott for $9,947.2 1In 1832 E1i Elliott sold
the land which now consisted of 127 acres and buildings for $4,000 to
Abner Plummer.3 The Plummer family owned "Rich Hi11" until 1889 when
Abner Plummer's son, William, sold the farm to Adam Blentlinger, the
family which still runs the farm today.4

1Frederick County Probate Records, Liber RB1; Folio 322.
2Frederick County Land Records, Liber JS 3; Folio 180.
3Ibid., Liber JS 39; Folio 472.

41bid., Liber WIP 9; Folio 75.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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