
INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property/District Name: Vernon Dorsey House Survey Number:_,_F_-~5~-~2=--'-7~~~~~-

Project: New Market Loop 230 kV Transmission Line Agency: DNR/PSC 

Site visit by MHT Staff: _£L. no __ yes Name 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended _x~-

Criteria: __ A __ B _£L.C __ D Considerations: __ A __ B __ c __ D __ E __ F __ G __ None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

Based on the available information, the Veron Dorsey House, located at 12602 Lime Plant Road 
in southeastern Frederick County, does not appear to meet the Maryland Register criteria for 
inclusion as an individual property. The two story stone farmhouse was constructed c. 1837 
as the dwelling for a tenant farm. The original log section on the east facade of the house 
was destroyed by fire in the 1980s. The fire also gutted the interior. Subsequent to the 
fire, a two story frame addition was constructed in the location of the former log section. 
This area of Frederick County still retains numerous fine examples of stone houses dating 
from the latter part of the 18th century through the first half of the 19th century. Even 
prior to the fire, this house would have been nothing more than a representative example of 
a modest house of the period. The loss of the interior and the large modern addition have 
so compromised its integrity that it does not appear to warrant inclusion in the Register 

1der Criterion C for architecture. It is not known to have any association with significant 
events or~.~_i}e, and thus does not appear to be eligible for the ~Register of 
Historic ~-.,under Criteria A or C. , ·-- 0 - -

While the property does not appear to merit individual listing, it would likely contribute 
to an historic district. The surrounding area, which retains numerous historic farmsteads 
within a largely unaltered setting, may consititute an historic district. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project File, Maryland Inventory 

Form F-5-27, Historic Evaluation Report: New Market Loop 230 kV Transmission Line 

Prepared by: Christine Davis Consultants (report); Janet Davis (1994 form) 

Elizabeth Hannold 1 22 97 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

-"R program concurrence: ;><:. yes 

tu&<iRevf:w~~am 
no not applicable 

d-/c,{q1 
Date 



Survey No. F-5-27 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

(all Eastern Shore counties, and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert, Charles, 

_x __ Piedmont 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore, Carroll, 
Frederick, Harford, Howard, Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) Western Maryland 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

_x __ 

Paleo-Indian 
Early Archaic 
Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 
Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 
Late Woodland/Archaic 
Contact and Settlement 
Rural Agrarian Intensification 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 
Modern Period 
Unknown Period ( __ prehistoric 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
Settlement 

Political 
Demographic 
Religion 
Technology 
Environmental 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: 

Adaption 

Buildin 

Historic Environment: 

_x __ 

Rural 

Historic Function(s) and Use(s): 

Known Design Source: 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.D. 900 
A.D. 900-1600 
A.D. 1570-1750 
A.D. 1680-1815 
A.D. 1815-1870 
A.D. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

historic) 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, 
and Community Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/Law 
Military 
Religion 
Social/Educational/Cultural 
Transportation 

Dwelling-single residence 



F-5-27 
Vernon Ibrsey House 
New Market vicinity 
Private 

Ca. 1837 

The Vernon Ibrsey House is an extensively restored stone dwelling built 

about 1837 which originally had a log wing on the east gable end. The wing and 

the interior of the stone section were gutted by fire in the early 1980's. The 

exterior appearance of the house were corrpatibly restored by the current owner 

with a frame wing replacing the log, covered with beaded and stained 'iM'.)()(j_ 

siding. The stone section retains its three-ba.y elevation, with replaceffi2Ilt 

divided light 6/6 sash and m::xiern french doors replacing the original paneled 

door in the side-hall entry configuration. An extended one-story porch across 

roth the stone and the frame sections is m::xiern, with skylights above windows 

and doo:rways and extended stone pier supports on the exposed cellar level on 

the south elevation. The house was probably built by William or Maria Higgins 

in about 1837 and was sold to Harry W. Ibrsey in 1854. Under roth owners, the 

farm was a tenant property. In 1871, Harry Ibrsey sold the farm to his son 

Harry, Jr., for the benefit and support of another son, Vernon W. Ibrsey, and 

his children. 'TuD Vernon W. Ibrseys, father and son, are found in Names in 

Stone, the rrost canprehensi ve cerretery listing for Frederick County. The 

father lived 1830-1902 and the son fran 1862 to 1903. One of the Ibrseys was 

described by a Ibrsey descendant as "the greatest fox hunter of his day". 



F-5-27 
Vernon Ibrsey House 
New M.3.rket 
Frederick County 

HISTORIC CDNTEXT: 

MARYLAND CCMPREHENSIVE HIS'IORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltirrore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, lVbntganery 
Counties, and Baltirrore City) 

Chronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture, Carmunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment : Rural 

Historic Function & Use: 
D:mestic/single dwelling/residence 

Known Design Source: None 
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Maryland Historical Trust ~ .. ,~-· ·· 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Vernon Dorsey House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

Survey No. F-5-27 

Magi No. 

DOE ~yes x no 

street & number 12602 Lime Plant Road __ not for publication 
------------------------------------

city, town New Market 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~-not applicable 

___x vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

6th 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of an owners) 

name James S. and Valerie Marshall 

street & number 12602 Lime Plant Road telephone no.: 

city, town Mt. Airy state and zip code MD 21771 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1255 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 322 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

.4pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
-----X- excellent 
_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _K__ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-5-27 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNTRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 1 

'!he Vernon Dorsey House is a two-story stone dwelli.m l::uilt about 1837 with a 
late 1980 1s frame two-story addition arrl rear wirYJ located on the north side of Lime 
Plant Road about 2, 000 feet west of the intersection of Detrick Road near New 
Market, Frederick county, Marylarrl. '!he house faces south from a slopirYJ site 500 
feet from the p.lblic road. '!he l::uildi.m was gutted by fire in the early 1980's, 
leavirYJ the stone exterior walls arrl parts of the first floor' rut destroyirYJ the 
original two-story log side wim. '!he frame addition approximates the appearance 
arrl scale of the log wirYJ, with beaded, stained weatherboard sidi.m. '!he interior 
is completely rel:uilt in materials arrl finishes compatible with the exterior's early 
to mid 19th century appearance. '!he date of the l::uildi.m is based on general 
exterior appearance, historical maps, arrl larrl records. 

'!he Dorsey House stone section has a three-bay south elevation arrl a m:xiern 
one-story porch ~ across both the stone section arrl the modern frame wirYJ on 
the east gable errl. '!he stone foundation of both sections is ~ on the south 
elevation, with both stone arrl wood square piers urrler the porch on the stone part 
arrl frame supports urrler the porch on the frame section. '!he stone piers were 
sul::stantially re:tuilt in the restoration arrl remodeli.m of the house. '!he porch 
itself has a wood deck arrl a plain square balustrade across the entire facade. 'll'
stone section has replacement 6/ 6 sash arrl french doors in the east bay m.:L 
entrance. In the frame section, the first story has a secorxi set of french doors 
arrl a :rrodern wirxiow at the southeast corner. '!he roof of the porch has skylight 
openings over the wirxiows of the stone section arrl above the french doors in the 
frame section. '!he stone section has a corbeled brick cornice arrl both sections 
have a replacement composition shingle roof. An interior brick chimney is located 
at the west gable errl. On the east gable errl of the frame section is an exterior 
:rrodern brick chimney with an enclosed base on the first story. 'lhe rear or north 
elevation of the stone section has three bays mirrorirYJ the a.rran:JeIDe11t of the south 
elevation. A replacement door is located in the east bay. '!he m::xiern section 
exterrls to the north in a similar plan to extant early 19th century houses with 
original wirYJs. A sma.11 shed porch is located on the west side in the ~le between 
the stone arrl frame sections. On the east side is a secorxi shed pordl, ext:en:ti..rrq 
into a frame pergola. SUrrourrling the north elevation are nmern brick paved 
terraces. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-27 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 

- 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_K_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
__ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 183 7 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B xC 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Vernon Dorsey House is minimally significant in architecture for the general 
exterior appearance of the stone section, Wilt alx:>ut 1837 by William or Maria 
Higgins arrl purchased by Harry W. Dorsey in 1854. '!he Wildin;J had a log wing which 
was destroyed in a fire in the 1980's. '!he same fire also gutted the stone section 
arrl the house has been extensively restored in compatible materials, rut with 
certain alterations to the south elevation porch arrl the frame section which 
replaced the 1:::mned log wing. '!he house retains to some extent its early 19th 
century appearance due to the use of beaded siding over the new wing, divided 6/6 
lights in the replacement win:lows, arrl the retention of the exposed stone founjation 
-in the south elevation. Modern features are the extension of the porch across the 
ntire principal facade, skylights in the porch roof, arrl french doors installed in 

place of the original paneled entrance doors. '!he house was probably the center of 
a tenant fann urxier the Higgins arrl Harry Dorsey periods of ovmership. In 1871, 
Harry Dorsey sold the fann to Dr. Harry w. Dorsey, Jr. with the stipulation that all 
rents arrl profits were to be applied for the benefit of Vernon w. Dorsey arrl his 
children arrl to be disposed of after their deaths. Vernon Dorsey was another Dorsey 
son, described in the 1966 historical notes of Hanford W. Hopkins, a Dorsey 
descendant, as "the greatest fox hunter of his day". It is not clear whether Vernon 
Dorsey Sr. (1830-1902) or Vernon W. Dorsey (1862-1903), son of V. W. Dorsey, was the 
famous fox hunter. In 1903, the Dorsey fann was sold to another investor, tut 
remained described in deeds as the ''Vernon Dorsey Fann" until the early 1930 1s. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-5-27 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Hopkins, Hanford W. Map of Part of the northeastern section of Frederick County, Maryland, 

1966. Map and annotated card file keyed to sites on map in Historical Society of 
Frederick County. 

r.apd Records of Frederick County 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 7 acres 

Quadrangle name Libertytown, Md. Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ .._I ...... I ....... 1 __ ........ 1 I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I__.___.__.._ ..... ~! ~1....1....J_._.-....---.. 
E LU I II..__~__.__--
G LU I I .._I .......__.____.__ ................ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 80, Parcel 136. 

0 W I I 1 I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

ol.LJ ~I ~l....._....__~I ~I ..._._.....__.....i..-4~ 
F L.J I I ~I ..L.-L--.L-~....i....1 
Hl.i.J I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date May 1994 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State c· e 

·s, Maryland 21401 
269-2438 

tvlARYLA; .. -_. : : .,_, .. ~- ~-. :.,,.:_' · --- . ~7 

DHCP/D:-lC'-
100 COMMUNITY r::LAC 

CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-20~:
-514-7600 

PS-2746 



Vernon Ibrsey House 
Frederick County 

9. 1 Bibliography (Continued) 

Titus, C.O. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

Survey No. F-5-27 

Williams, T. J.C. , and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. 
Reprinted Baltirrore: Regional Publishing Co., 1979, p. 1448. 
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