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Brice Glissan House 
New Market 
Private 

c. 1849 

The Brice Glissan House is a small stone house, one room deep and 
two bays wide. Located to the rear of the main block is a one and 
two story frame addition covered with aluminum siding; built in 
the second half of the nineteenth century and added on to in the 
twentieth century. 

The interior of the main block of the house is a very simple one 
room design with original flooring, plain baseboards and a small 
tight winder staircase. 

The house is substantially smaller than most of the stone residences 
in the New Market area with only one room on each floor excluding 
the later addition. An unusual feature of the house is an original 
drawer inset under the deep windowsill on the second floor. This 
house is one of three residences in the New Market area with inset 
window drawers. 

It is believed that Brice Glissan, a carpenter, built the house in 
1849 as indicated by a signature of a workman "Jacob Sponsellar 
1849." 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Brice Glissan House is a small two and a half story gable roofed 
random stone residence banked against a hill on the east side of Route 
#75 south of Libertytown. 

The main block of the house is two bays wide and one room deep. The 
main entrance, an eight panel door with wood lintel, is located in the 
first bay on the second level. A double hung 6/6 window with wood lin­
tel occupies the second bay 0n both the first and second level. A con­
verted Victorian paneled and glass door is located in the first bay on 
the first level. Spanning across the front of tbe residence is a mod­
ern two story frarn~ porch which has been enclosed on the first level. 
An exterior stone and brick chimney is located on the exterior of the 
south gable wall. 

The interior of the main block of the house is a very simple one room 
design with original flooring, plain baseboards and a small tight 
staircase located in the northwest corner which connects the different 
levels. An unusual feature of the house is an original drawer inset 
under the deep windowsill on the second level. This house is one of 
three residences in the New Market area with inset window drawers. The 
inside of the drawer is marked !!Jacob Sponseller, 1849. 11 

Located to the rear of the main block is a one and two story frame addi­
tion covered with aluminum siding; built in the second half of the nine­
teenth century and added on to in the twentieth century. The entire 
structure is banked against a hill and built on a random stone founda­
tion which acconmodates a full basement in the rear addition. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Brice Glissan House is a small stone house with interior woodwork 
which is characteristic of many residences in the New Market area by 
trade. It is believed that Brice Glissan, a carpenter, built the house 
in 1849 as indicated by a signature of a workman "Jacob Sponsellar 1849 11 

in a window drawer on the second level. 

The house is substantially smaller than most of the stone residences in 
the New Market area with only one room on each floor excluding the later 
addition. The use of window drawers has only been found in the New 
Market area during the survey and it is unknown what influenced their 
design. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Frederick County Historic Preservation 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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