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Galilean Fisherman Hall 
Bartonsville 
Private 

In 1917, John Davis, Emory Bowie, and Edwin Davis, trustees of 
the Bartonsville Tabernacle of Galilean Fisherman Lodge Number 
757, purchased the land upon which the building now stands from 
Wi 11 i am Bopst. 

By 1923, the organization had been incorporated and the deed was 
exchanged to the lodge 11 for the purpose of building a home for 
the members of said club. 11 One of the purposes of the club was 
to provide life insurance to members of the black community. 

Between 1957 and 1963 a 11 Wi 11 i ng Workers Cl ub 11 occupied the bui 1 d
ing. The exact functions of these clubs is unknown, but they 
served the corrmunity of Bartonsville. 

Frederick County Land Records, Liber 331; Folio 49. 

Ibid., Liber 344; Folio 388. 

Ibid., Liber 649; Folio 697. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Galilean Fisherman Hall 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

We~t side Tobery Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Bartonsvil le 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 
_DISTRICT 

J(BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

X_PRIVATE 'LuNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Lawrence Baldwin 
STREET & NUMBER 

Ro11te #6, Box 186 
CITY. TOWN 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

x_NO 

f rederj ck _ v1c1N1rv oF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
couRrnousE. Frederick County Courthouse 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

North Court Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Frederjck 

D REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

F D 9 M 78 P 169 
COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORT f•TION 

..XoTHER Vacant 

STATE I zip code 
Maryland 21701 

Liber #: 681 
Folio #: 698 

STATE 

Maryland 21701 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

K_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X,_uNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

F-S-s 1 

CHECK ONE 

J'r.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ga 1i1 ean Fisherman Ha 11 is a two story frarne meeting ha 11 wll"i ci·1 
faces east from the west side of Tobery Road in Bartonsville. The 
principle facade is three bays wide. The main entrance, a five panel 
door, is located in the first bay from the southeast corner of the 
building. A three light transom is located over the doorway. Double 
hung 2/2 windows occupy the remaining bays, but all have been boarded 
up. A faded hand painted wooden sign is located in the front gable. 

The lower front of the building has been damaged. The north and scuth 
sides are each three bays wide. The entire structure is built on a low 
random stone foundation. A shallow front tin gable roof covers the 
building. A small brick chimney is located in the northwest corner. 

The building is vacant and deteriorating. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

X-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY! 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1917 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1917, John Davis, Emory Bowie, and Edwin Davis, trustees of the 
Bartonsville Tabernacle of Galilean Fisherman Lodge Number 757, purchased 
the land upon which the building now stands from William Bopst.1 

By 1923, the organization had been incorporated and the deed was exchanged 
to the lodge 11 for the purpose of building a home for the members of said 
club. 11 2 One of the purposes of the club was to provide life insurance 
to members of the black community. 

Between 1957 and 1963 a 11 Willing Workers Club" occupied the building.3 
The exact functions of these clubs is unknown, but they served the 
community of Bartonsville. 

lFrederick County Land Records, Liber 331; Folio 49. 

2Ibid., Liber 344; Folio 388. 

3Ibid., Liber 649; Folio 697. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SEP.AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell. Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 
STREET & NUMBER 

12 East Church St .• Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN 

Frederick 

DATE 

11/1/78 
TELEPHONE 

694-1063 
STATE 

Maryl and 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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