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The Bartonsville African Methodist Episcopal Church is a one 
story frame building covered with asbestos over German siding 
banked against a hill which faces north from the south side of 
Bartonsville Road. 

A plain square steeple with pyramidal roof covered by tin straddles 
the gable on the north end of the building. A wood finial rests 
on top of the steeple. 

1883 

The Bartonsville AME Church is one of two churches located in the 
small Black community of Bartonsville. Although the building has 
had numerous changes, it continues to be a center of social activity 
in the community. It was built in 1883 soon after the trustees 
of the church, James D. Goings, Emmanuel Goings, and John W. Bowie 
purchased 19 9/100 square perches from Jacob and Tracy Ellen Smith 
on October 24, 1882. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bartonsville AME Church is a one story frame building covered with 
asbestos over Gennan siding banked against a hill which faces north from 
the south side of Bartonsville Road. 

The principal facade is one bay wide. The main entrance is a replaced 
four panel door set into a front entrance porch, one bay wide and one 
bay deep with steep gable roof covered with asbestos siding and an 
asbestos roof. The main block of the building is four bays deep. 

A one story cinder block addition extends south from the rear of the 
building. Double hung 1/1 marbled stained glass occupies each bay on 
the east and west sides of the building. There are no windows on the 
north and south gable ends of the building. 

A plain square steeple with pyramidal roof covered by tin straddles the 
gable on the north end of the building. A wood finial rests on top of 
the steeple. 

The entire building is set on a banked low random stone foundation and 
is covered by a corrugated tin roof with boxed cornice. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bartonsville AME Church is one of two churches located in the small 
Black co1T111unity of Bartonsville. 

Although the building has had numerous changes, it continues to be a 
center of social activity in the contnunity. 

The Bartonsville AME Church was built in 1883 soon after the trustees 
of the church, James D. Goings, Emmanuel Goings, and John W. Bowie 
purchased 19 9/100 square perches from Jacob and Tracy Ellen Smith on 
October 24, 1882. 

According to the deed, the trustees "shall erect or cause to be built 
thereon a house or place of worship for the use of the members of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 11 1 

1Frederick County Land Records, Liber AF 5; Folio 544. 
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Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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