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National Pike Stone Cross Drain in New Market HD Inventory Number: -- - - - ---·- -----

NR Eligible: yes 

no 

F-5-59-2 

Address: Main Street (MD 144) Near 17 East Main Street and Milestone No. 
37 

Historic district: yes X no 

-·-- -------
City: New Market, MD Zip Code: 21744 County: Frederick 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Walkersville 

Property Owner: MOSHA Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s) : Tax Map Number: 801 

Project: New Market Streetscape (MD 144) Agency: FHW A/SHA ------- --- -------------
Agency Prepared By: MOSHA 

Preparer's Name: Anne E. Bruder Architectural Historian Date Prepared : 5/ 12/2015 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files ------ ----- - -- - ---------
Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation : Eligibilit)' recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B x c D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: New Market Historic District -- ----' ------
Inventory Number: F-5-059 Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

yes x no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

The Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) has identified a stone cross drain (or channel), 55-1 /2 inches high, 
approximately 3 feet wide, and 27-feet long, lying five-feet beneath MD 144 (the National Pike) at the east end of the New Market 
Historic Disn·ict (F-5-59), near National Pike Milestone 37 . Three walls of undressed stones form the channel. These are laid in a 
random manner and have been repeatedly mortared as the channel was maintained over time. The bottom is also stone, but is 
covered with dirt or sand and rubble. The top is a flat concrete slab that extends over the channel for its length. Both ends of the 
stone cross drain have been extended with corrugated metal pipes which connect with the storm drains in the concrete curbs at the 
north and south ends of the channel. At the street level , the two-lane highway is paved with asphalt, and is bounded by curb and 
gutter. 

Since the cross drain is akin to a pipe, SHA does not have a formal description of the structure. It is not marked on any of the SHA 
Office of Structure 's structures location maps or in any inventory books. Although the stone cross drain may date to the 
construction of the National Pike in the nineteenth century, it is more likely that it was constructed in the early twentieth century 
following the recommendations made by the Maryland Geological Survey in its "Highway Report" (1899) . On Page 275 , Chief 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST REVIEW 

Eligibility recommended Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: A B c D Considerations: 

MHT Comments: 

A B c D E 

------"I_ 2 2 /~ Qj..:s_ -. --
Date 

.----~ /2~/J_;_ 
Date 

F G 



NR-ELIGIBlLITY REVIEW FORM 

F-5-59-2 National Pike Stone Cross Drain in New Market HD 

Page 2 

gineer Walter Wilson Crosby describes creating a stone drain with four stone walls, !which could be used to replace the more 
mmon wooden drains. Originally, the cross drain may have had headwalls at each end (Crosby discusses them on p . 275), and 

these may have been removed in order to install the corrugated metal pipes. Since the early twentieth century, the MD 144 cross 
drain has received a concrete slab top. This along with many layers of mortar and the pipe extensions have diminished its historic 
integrity of design , workmanship and materials. 

Research conducted did not identify events or persons of local, state or national significance associated with the stone cross drain, 
and the National Pike stone cross drain is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under 
Criteria A (events) or B (persons) . Drainage features are commonly found on all highways in Maryland and are not typically 
considered for eligibility to be included in the NRHP because of their universal presence. As a result of poor historic integrity, the 
National Pike Stone Cross Drain does not meet the requirements ofNRHP Criterion C (engineering), and it is not eligible for 
inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion C. Although it is associated with the National Pike (MD 144), which is a contributing 
resource to the New Market Historic District (SHA, 7-13-06, MHT, 8-11-06), the Natinal Pike Stone Cross Drain does not 
contribute to the significance of either the National Pike or the New Market Historic District. 

The boundary for the MD 144 Stone Cross Drain is confined to SHA 's right-of-way for MD 144 and the size of the channel, 
approximately 130 square feet. 

Sources Consulted : 
Crosby, Walter Wilson, Highway Report (Baltimore: Maryland Geological Survey, 1899) 
Foell, Stephanie, Naitonal Road within New Market Historic District Determination of Eligibility, MD SHA, 711 3/2006 
Parsons, Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc., Small Structures on Maryland ' s Roadways Historic Context Report (Baltimore: 
Maryland State Highway Administration, 1997) 
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Project No.: FR327 A51 

Maryland State Highway Administration 
Cultural Resources Section 

Photo Log 

Project Name: MD 144: West Royal Oak Drive to Bye Alley (New Market Streetscape) 
MIHP No.: F-5- 'set- t. _ 

MIHP Name: National Pike Stone Cross Drain in New Market Historic District 
County: Frederick 
Photographer: Anne E. Bruder 
Date: 05/12/2015 
Ink and Paper Combination: Epson UltraChrome pigmented ink/Epson Premium Luster Photo 
Paper 

CD/DVD: Verbatim, CD-R, Archival Gold 

Image File Name Description of View 
F-5-059-002 2015-05- National Pike Stone Cross Drain -- looking southeast at east wall 
12 01.TIF and corrugated metal pipe 
F-5-059-002 2015-05- National Pike Stone Cross Drain east wall 
12 02.TIF 
F-5-059-002 2015-05- National Pike Stone Cross Drain - concrete slab top and east 
12 03.TIF wall 














