
F-5-76 
Joshua Brawn House 
New Market vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1850-1855 

The Joshua Brawn House is a tVJO-story fram= dwelling with several sections 

dating from al::Dut 1850-1855 and centered on an L-plan section with a wing to 

the east and a wing to the v..iest . A rear wing incorporating an originally 

free-standing sumner kitchen is apparently a late 19th century alteration. The 

house has clapOOard siding and a corrugated metal roof. Much of its interior 

has been altered in the mid-20th century, obscuring its plan and finishes. An 

exterior stone chimney is located on the north end of the rear wing and a 

change in the roofline indicates this part's probable original separate 

construction. A second stone chimney is at the v..iest end of the v..iestern wing. 

Joshua Brawn purchased the original 221-acre farm in 1852, retaining it until 

1878. A building owned by Brawn appears on the 1858 and 1873 maps at the site, 

and at least part of the house was standing during this period. Since 1932, 

the farm has been owned by the Smith family. Once the center of a VJOrking 

farmstead, the house is nCM primarily a private residence. A wagon shed/corn 

crib of the early 20th century is the only contributing outbuilding and the 

non-contributing outbuildings include a concrete block barn built on the stone 

foundation of the original bank barn, as v..iell as a garage and an equipnent 

shed. 



F-5-76 
Joshua Bo:rwn House 
New Market 
Frederick County 

HIS'IDRIC CD~: 

MARYLAND CCMPREHENSIVE HIS'IDRIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltirrore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montganery 
Counties, and Baltirrore City) 

Chronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban D:minance, A.D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture, landscape Architecture, Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

Category: Building 

Historic Environment : Rural 

Historic Function & Use: 
Danestic/single dwelling/residence 
Danestic/secondary structure/garage 
Agriculture/SUbsistence/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 



M80 P49 Survey No. F-5-76 

Maryland Historical Trust , --: ~ 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE x_yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Joshua Brown House 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 12406 Old National Pike __ not for publication 

city, town New Market ~ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
-_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
___K_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
-* yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Charles R. and Louise E. Smith 

street & number 12406 Old National Pike telephone no. : 

city, town Mt. Airy state and zip code MD 21771 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 868 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 282 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

,..pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
- ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
--X- original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-5-76 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

'!he Joshua Brown House is a bNo-story frame L-plan house milt about 1850-1855 
with at least tTNO additions datin;J frcm about 1875-1900 located on the north side of 
the Old National Pike about 1/4 mile east of Jesse smith Road near New Market, 
Frederick county, Marylan:i. Nearby to the west of the house are an early 20th 
centucy frame wagon shed/com crib am a small frame garage with a side shed, also 
of the early 20th centucy. '!he stone fourmtion of a bank barn has a IOOdern 
concrete block ~ structure, with an adjoi.n.in;J rusticated concrete block milk 
house am a concrete silo. '!he barn am another equiprent shed are non-cx>ntrib.Itin:J 
structures. '!he fo:rioor farmstead, ro« primarily a private residence, is located at 
the eirl of a driveway runnin;J north about 100 yards fran Old National Pike. '!he 
dates Of the b.rl.ldin":Js were estilllated frcm architectural evidence, lam records I am 
historical maps. 

'!he dwellin":J's principal elevation is on the south, where the L-plan section ani 
one of the additions present an irregular facade with the gable section projectin:J 
in the center flanked by one-story porches on the win:Js. '!he exterior is covered 
with clapOOard sidin:J except on the north elevation where vinyl sidin:J has been 
installed. on the north elevation, a 1-1/2 story wirg ext.ems frcm the L-plan 
section. structurally, the house is enigmatic, giving the il:Ipression of bavin":J ar 
least sane log structure, rut Mr. Olarles Smith, the current owner, was unable 
confirm that any of the sections contain other than frane wall structure. '!he 
L-plan section has no attic ani only a small section urrler the east erxl of the house 
has a cellar. '!he roof is covered with corrugated metal. 'Ihe win:1ows are 6/6 with 
louvred shutters ani wood sills. '!he L-plan section bas an entrance in the inner 
bay of the east win:J with a three-light transan above a m::rlern replacement door. A 
secorxi entry is in the west win:J. '!he rear win:J of the house appears to have been 
f onre:l by the linkin;J of an originally free-starrlin:J SllillEr kitchen to the main 
structure. '!he evident dlange in roof line sui:p::>rts this theory, rut the interior of 
the house bas been extensively rem:xieled, otsaJrin:J m:::ist of the original features. 
Chilllneys are located near the junction of the rear wirg ani the L-plan section ani 
at least one silrple mantelpiece is still in place in the bech:oan row occupyin:J the 
rear win:J. At the north erxl of the wirg is an exterior stone am brick chimney, 
further sui;:portin;J the eviden::e of its bein":J the original kitchen or SllillEr 

kitchen. At the erxl of the west wirg is another exterior stone am brick chimney. 
A IOOdern carport has been b.rl.lt out frcm the house at this location. 

'Ihe wagon shed/com crib was probably milt in the first quarter of the 20th 
centucy. It bas horizontal sidin:J on the crib sides ani a corrugated metal roof. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-76 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x__ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 
- agriculture _ economics _ literature __ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
- art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
- commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1850-1855 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B 2LC D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

G 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Joshua Brown Halse is minimally significant in architecture for its exterior 
evidence of a mid-19th century construction, which is the Irshaped plan of part of 
the house arxl t\¥0 exterior stone arxl brick chimneys. 'Ihe an:Jled plan became c:xmoon 
in the secorxl half of the 19th century, a variation frcm the traditional r~ar 
block with a rear or side wi.rg. 'Ihe exterior stone chimney was usually foun:l on log 
b.ri.ldin:Js in the first half of the 19th century, J:::ut the Braim House does not 
clearly show the possibility of log structure in its sections. Lani recmds 
irrlicate that the original 221-acre farm was part of tracts called "caroline" arrl 
''Resurvey on Moab". In 1851, it was involved in an equity settlement arxl Joshua 
Bra;.m, of Ann Arurrlel County, ?JrChased the prqlert.y in 1852. A structure is shown 

n the site on both the 1858 arxl 1873 maps, as well as other nearby h.ri.ldin:1s, as 
owned by J. Brown. In 1878, the farm was sold to I.Duis F. Detrick, urrler whose 
ownership the prcperty was probably a tenant farm. Detrick's heir Margaret J. 
Detrick sold the farm to the arrrent owner's grarrlfather William c. W. Smith in 
1932. Since at least that date, it has been described in the recx:>rds as "the Brown 
farm". 'Ihe existin;J wagon shed/corn crib is the earliest remaining separate 
outl:uildin:1; a llV?athouse located west of the dwellin;J was denolished in the period 
since 1969. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-5-76 

Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
Williams, T.J.C., and Folger McKinsey. History of Frederick County, 1910. Reprinted 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _5_a_c_r_e_s _____ _ 
Quadrangle name Libertytown, Md. Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I I I I I I I BL_J I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ ._I ..L.-....0.----
E L__Ll ._I ..L.-....0.----
G Li.J ._I ~-----
Verbal boundary description and justification 

D LU 
F Li.J 
H Li.J 

I I I 
I I 

I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

I 
I 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date April 1994 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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