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Criterion A for its role in the development of fraternal lodges in Maryland. The house 
served as meeting hall for the first recorded Masonic lodge meeting in Western Maryland. 
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F-5-83 Ca. 1760; ca. 1815-1825 
William D:Jwney House; 
Site of First Masonic l.Ddge Meeting in Western Maryland 
New Market vicinity 
Private 

The William D:Jwney House has two sections built in al::Dut 1760 and 

1815-1825. The brick house originally had three bays with a side hall plan, 

flemish bond brick facade and rear elevation, dormers, and a rrolded water 

table. On the second floor is a roan with a paneled fireplace wall, flanked by 

arched cupboards and with an overmantel painting which is believed to have had 

Masonic symbols painted on it in the early 1770's. Meetings of an early 

Masonic lodge took place here prior to 1776. In al::Dut 1815-1825, the original 

house was expanded, with the side hall enlarged and 1ra.de the center of a 

syrrrnetrical, five-bay house with flanking parlors. The existing flemish bond 

brick pattern was continued on both the front and the rear and an ent:ry porch 

(rerroved in the 20th century) sheltered the sidelighted main entrance with 

double paneled doors. The first story mantelpieces reflect the later period, 

in a transitional style fran the Federal to the Greek Revival. Associated with 

the house are several small frame sheds of the late 19th and early 20th 

century, a log srrokehouse of al::Dut 1820, a dated 1904 frame bank barn, and a 

wagon shed/com crib of the same date. The original house may have been built 

by George Burchard or Burckhardt and the later expansion was done by William 

and Cordelia D:Jwney, whose family retained ovmership until 1910. In the 

expansion, the Masonic symbols on the second floor mantelpiece 'Were apparently 

painted over with a city scene possibly depicting Boston. The panel was 

covered by paint and/ or wallpaper by the late 19th century and was revealed in 

the late 1940's. It was truch damaged by the wallpaper and subsequent rerroval, 

leaving only part of the city scene discernible and the Ma.sonic symbols a 

matter of conjecture. The D:Jwney House is rroderately significant for the 

architecture of the two sections which derronstrate two distinct periods in 

architectural developnent and for its association with the early develq:ment of 

fraternal lodges in Maryland. 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic 
William Downey House; Site of First Masonic Lodge Meeting in Western 
Maryland; "Manfred" 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 5800C Detrick Road 

city, town New Market 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
...x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x___ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
__ not applicable 

_x_ vicinity of 6th congressional district 

county Frederick 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
___x_ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name H.D. & G.W. Harshman Partners 

street & number 5800 Detrick Road telephone no. : 

city, town Mt. Airy state and zip code MD 21771 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1962 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 430 

city, town Frederick 
state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Sites F-254 

date January 1970 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

.Jpository for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town 
Crownsville 

state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_x_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 

_unexposed 

Survey No. F-5-83 

Check one 
____x original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

<X>NmIBUrING RESOURCE CDUNI': 8 

'lhe William Downey House is a two-story brick dwelling Wilt in two stages, 
ab:>ut 1760 arrl ab:>ut 1815-1825, with seven asscx:::iated outl::uildings includirg a log 
SDDkehouse of ab:>ut 1820, several frame sheds of the late 19th arrl early 20th 
century, a 1904 bank barn dated in the stone foun:Btion, arrl a wagon shed/com crib 
of ab:>ut the same date. 'lhe secorxi floor of the earlier section of the house has a 
paneled mantelpiece flanked by aiptoards arrl an overmantel painting where the first 
Masonic lodge meetin]s in Western Marylarrl were held. 'lhe farmstead is located west 
of Detrick Road at the end of a driveway runnin;J northwest frcm the road, passing 
through the Wright-Dc:Mney Farmstead (F-5-84), a property historically related to the 
William Invney House, a continu.inJ approximately 1/2 mile to the Dc:Mney House 
grouping. 'lhe house faces south with the barn arrl IOOSt of the agricultural 
b.lildings located to the south arrl the SIOOkehouse arrl sheds located to the north arrl 
west of the house. 'lhe dates of the b.lildings are based on architectural evidence, 
historical maps, larrl records, arrl historical accounts dating fran the late 19th 
century regarding the origins of Freemasonry in Frederick county. 

'lhe dwelling has a five-ba.y south elevation with a center entrance, once 
sheltered by an entry pordl, whidl has been rem:wed. 'lhe gable roof is covered in 
mtlfA:>Sition shingles arrl has interior end dli:mneys at the east arrl west gables~ 
Acx::ordirg to Mrs. Anna Harshman, one of the current owners, the roof once had thr 
donners on the south side whidl were reiooved in the late 1940's. 'lhe south arrl the 
north elevations are laid in flemish borrl. 'Ille south elevation has a double belt 
course between the first arrl secorrl floors. A m:>lded water table is on the west end 
of the facade. Acx::ordi.rg to various accounts based on local oral history, the 
western two ba.ys of the house were the earliest constructed. 'lhe secon:i story rcx:m 
asscx:::iated with the Masonic lodge meetings, whidl. probably took place in the early 
to mid-1770's, is in this section. In 1977 piotos of the facade, a subtle 
difference in the depth of m:>rtar between the western bays arrl the remaining three 
bays is visible, supporting the two-stage construction theory. '!his difference 
texture was m:>re difficult to discern at the time of the current survey. 

'lhe center bay arrl the easten1 two bays constitute the circa 1815-1825 section 
of the house. 'lhe water table has a squared top course instead of a m:>lded cap. 
'lhe cornice is m:>lded wood. 'lhe center entrance has a four-light transcm arrl narroliri 
sidelights. Double three-panel doors are set in a paneled soffit. In the secorxi 
floor center bay is a three-part Palladian-influenced wi.rrlow with a 12/8 center sash 
arrl narroliri sidelights. 'lhe wirrlow openings have gauged brick arches arrl 9 / 6 sash in 
both sections. I.Duvred shutters flank the wirrlows. A m:xiern concrete porch slab 
fronts the house, replacing the entry porch formerly on the south elevation. 

'lhe west gable end is 3/1 American J::xni with no wirrlows except two small 6-light 
attic wirrlows on either side of the chimney. 'lhe west gable end is 5:1 American 
J::xni, again with only attic wirrlows breaking the wall plane. 'lhe north elevation 
has a 1-1/2 story log arrl frane wing with pressboard siding arrl a corrugated matal. 
roof. An enclosed arrl extended one-story porch is on the east side of the wirr 

(continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-83 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric _archeology-prehistoric _community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ 1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 

1500-1599 _agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 
_ 1600-1699 ~architecture _education _military ~social/ 
_x__ 1700-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_x.__ 1800-1899 _commerce _exploration/settlement_ philosophy _theater 
_x_ 1900- _communications _industry _politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific datesC. 1760; C. 1815-1825; atf1~!r/Architect 
check: Applicable Criteria: x A B x C D 

and/or 
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'lhe William Downey House is IOOderately significant for its architecture, sh.CMi.ng 
in its exterior arrl interior features arrl plan two distinct periods of l::uilcling. 
'lhe earliest section may have been l::uilt about 1760, possibly by George Burchard 
(also spelled in early records Burkett arrl Burckhardt) or his son Daniel arrl 
consisted of a three-bay brick house with a 100lded water table with a side hall arrl 
possibly dormers in the roof, which were rem:wed in the 20th century. D.Jrin:;J the 
1770 1s, the secorrl flex>r main roan at the southwest corner was probably the scene of 
the first recorded Masonic lodge meetin:;Js in Western Marylarrl, predatin:;J the Hiram 
Lodge in Frederick by about 25 years. 'lhe roan has a paneled fireplace wall with 
..:i~ntil trim, arched paneled cupboards, a 100lded architrave arrl mantel shelf, arrl an 

=mantel framed paintin:;J where Masonic symbols were once painted arrl later covered 
in the late 1820's by a city view scene, part of which survives in damaged 
corxlition. 'lhe city depicted may be Boston. In 1805, the house was sold to Basil 
Dorsey, Jr. , who apparently gave the house arrl farm to his daughter Cordelia arrl her 
husban:i William Downey (1789-1828) upon their marriage in 1813. About 1815-1825, 
the Downeys ~ed the house, enlargin:;J the hall arrl add.in;J two ioore bays to make 
a five-bay sym:ootrical facade. Interior features of the first flex>r such as the 
sta.invay, the mantelpieces, arrl wirrlow arrl dex>r trim are typical of the transitional 
period between Federal arrl Greek Revival styles. 'lhe Downeys called the house 
"Manfred". 'lhe city scene in the secon:i flex>r roan may have been painted in about 
1825-1830, coverin:;J the earlier Masonic symbols. 'lhis cx::curred at approximately the 
beginnin:;J of a nationa.l period of anti-Masonic feelin:;J which caused the lodges in 
Frederick County to disban:i durin:;J the period about 1830 to 1842, although there is 
no substantiated link between the two events, arrl the house had not been used for 
meetin:;Js after about 1776. 'lhe house is nevertheless IOOderately significant for its 
association with the early developnent of fraternal lodges in Marylan:i. 

'lhe tract on which the house starrls was called "TUrner's Forest", after William 
TUrner for whan the first survey was done in 1740 for 60 acres. A later survey 
stone marked "T F 1799" was removed fran its original site on the property to starrl 
near the east gable en:i of the Downey House. George Burdlard (Burkett or 
Burckhardt), who purchased "TUrner's Forest" in 1759 fran 'lhomas Manyard (possibly a 
misspellin:;J of Maynard), assembled several tracts into a property of about 928.5 
acres by 1784. 'lhis larger tract was called "Peace arrl Plenty" arrl contains several 
stone houses da.tin:;J fran the secorrl half of the 18th century, clustered in a group 

rthwest of the Downey House. M::lst have interior features of uncarm:>n 
\..J..aftsmanship, sud1 as hardware arrl l::uilt-in drawers in wirrlow sills. Further 

(continued on separate sheet) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 10 acres 
Quadrangle name Libertytown' Md. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 10 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 80, Parcel 3. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date May 1994 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 
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William Ibwney House 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-5-83 

The wing was considerably rem:x:ieled on both the interior and the exterior in 
the late 1960's. The center bay of the north elevation of the ma.in section has 
an off-set window which lights the interior stair landing. The other bays are 
widely spaced in pairs in the t~ sections, suggesting the width of the 
interior center hall. 

The circa 1760 section as built probably had a narrower side hall with the 
entrance in the east bay. When the circa 1815-1820 part was built, the 
original entrance bay was derrolished and the present wide stair hall and the 
east parlor were added. The stair hall built in the early 19th century has 
rrolded door surrounds and bull's-eye corner blocks. The wide board floor is 
currently covered with wall-to-wall carpet. Pegged hook rroldings are in the 
plaster walls on either side of the ma.in entrance. Paneled soffits frarre the 
doorways to the side parlors. The t~-run stair has a scroll closer design and 
a ma.hcgany rail with square balusters. A door at the rear of the hall 
originally opened on the porch on the east side of the rear wing. This porch 
was enclosed in the late 1960's. 

In the east parlor, the window openings have paneled bases and bull's-eye 
corner blocks on the rrolded architraves. The ma.ntelpiece has columns flanking 
the opening and bull's eyes in the pilasters supporting the frieze, all of 
which are typical features of the transition fran the Federal to the early 
Greek Revival style. The original west parlor is sanewhat sma.ller, with a 
sma.11 roan at the north side separated by a single door fran the parlor. Now 
partially occupied by a m:rlern bathroan, the roan opens into the rear wing 
kitchen. The profile of the chimney projection on the right side does not 
recess to the ma.in wall plane, suggesting that a built-in flanking cupboard ma.y 
have originally occupied the space, an arrangerrent carrronly found in late 18th 
century dwellings in Frederick County. The ma.ntelpiece is one of simple 
rroldings rrore closely related to the Greek Revival style. The possible 
cupboard and the original ma.ntelpiece could have been rerroved during the 
1815-1825 expansion. The kitchen wing has been considerably altered in the 
late 1960's, leaving the winding enclosed stair in the southwest corner as its 
principal original feature. 

The second floor southwest bed.roan has a paneled west wall centered on a 
ma.ntelpiece with raised panel cupboards on each side. The cupboards have 
arched openings and the narrower left side cupboard has curving shelves. 
Inside the door of the left side cupboard is possibly the name of a craftsma.n. 
The name appears to 11 Limbeck11

• A Daniel Limbreck was listed in the 1790 Census 
of Frederick County, but no other informa.tion is knovm. (other variant 
spellings of the name Limbreck ma.y be I.amprecht or I.ambrecht. ) A dentil 
rrolding ornaments the cornice of the paneled wall. Al:ove the fireplace 
opening, now closed off, the rrolded architrave rises with an cgee curved frieze 
panel to the rrolded shelf. A framed panel above the ma.ntel contains a 
considerably damaged painting on plaster with a closed hole indicating that a 
stovepipe was installed through the panel in the late 19th or early 20th 
century. 

The painting shows a large church-like building with an apse on the view 
side and a steeple on the opposite end of a steeply hipped roof, flanked by 



William I:bwney House 
Frederick. County 

7.2 !Escription (Continued) 

Survey No. F-5-83 

closely built ranks of rowhouses or warehouses, two with diagonally battened 
doors. In the distance to the right of the possible church is a tall obelisk 
on a grassy hill. Other dimly outlined vertical structures which may be 
steeples show al::ove the rowhouse roofs to the left of the principal building. 
'Ihe rest of the panel is badly crazed and no definite object or representation 
can be discerned, although in 1948 or 1949, two visiting IVE.sons said they could 
identify IVE.sonic chart symbols. 

This painting has been the subject of much discussion and speculation since 
the late 19th century. Research for this survey was unable to define clearly a 
sequence of events by docurrentation, but rrore detailed examination of the 
painting by a decorative arts specialist and/or a paint historian, as well as 
further documentary research could pre.duce rrore facts to clarify its original 
appearance and purpose. 'Ihe best infonration readily available about the date 
of the IVE.sonic lcxige meetings is contained in Scharf 's 1882 Histo:ry of Western 
Maryland (p. 608) and is probably based on infonration fran William Ibwney 
(1825-1902), born in the house and residing there until about 1849. Ibwney' s 
description of the second flex:>r, based on reports of older residents of the 
area, indicates the roan was painted blue and the Masonic chart, featuring 
stars, a sun, and possibly other celestial bodies, was painted above the 
mantelpiece with a frame of woodwork around it. 'Ihe rreetings were supposed to 
have taken place prior to 1776 and suspended because of the Revolution. The 
town view scene was not rrentioned in the 1882 account and rrost discussions 
referring to it seem to have taken place since the mid-20th century. The panel 
was probably painted or wallpapered by 1882 and the town scene was forgotten. 
Sane local historians think it is a view of Boston and that it indicated a link 
with the Ma.sons, who are thought by sare scholars to have been the pe:rpetrators 
of the Boston Tea Party. If the scene is Boston, and a certain resemblance to 
the view is discernible in available late 18th century prints of Boston f ran 
its ffirl::x)r, the possible rronurnent in the back.ground could be the Bunker Hill 
rronurnent begun in 1825. The rronurnent' s presence would rrean the city scene was 
painted over the circa 1 775 IVE.sonic symbols. Wallpaper and paint and the 
stovepipe perforation covered the panel until the late 1940's when it was 
revealed by retroval of the wallpaper. That event severely dama.ged the surface, 
leaving it in its present condition. 

outbuildings: 

Srrokehouse: The log srrokehouse is located near the northeast comer of the 
dwelling. It is a rectangular, one-story structure with board and batten 
siding and a vertical board door in the south elevation. The gable roof is 
covered with corrugated rretal. The interior logs and ~sed rafters are 
srroke-darkened. 'Ihe srrokehouse probably dates fran about 1820 and is currently 
a storage building. 

Bank barn: The frarre bank barn located south of the house has a stone 
foundation with an incised stone at the northeast corner reading "JWD 1904", a 
reference to Jesse W. Ibwney (1848-1910), the farm's owner fran 1902 until his 
death in 1910. The exterior is covered with vertical flush siding and 
tongue-and-groove sliding doors are on the north elevation. A non-contributing 
concrete silo is next to the rarrp. The barn roof is corrugated rretal. 



William D:Jwney House 
Frederick County 

7 . 3 I::escription (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-5-83 

Wagon shed/corn crib: The frame wagon shed with flanking corn cribs was 
probably built in 1904 along with dated bank barn standing southwest of the 
shed. The wagon shed has vertical siding and a corrugated metal roof. Stone 
piers support the cribs. 

Frarre sheds: Four frame sheds in fair to deteriorated condition are located 
near the house along the western edge of the lawn and fence surrounding the 
house. ThD were probably originally chicken houses, a third is nCM a w::x:xished, 
and the fourth is a small CON shed on the pasture side of the fence. Siding is 
rrostly vertical tongue-and-groove and l::xJard and batten and the roofs of all 
four are corrugated metal. The sheds appear to range in date fran al::out 1900 
to 1940. 



William D:Jwney House 
Frederick County 

8.1 Significance (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-5-83 

research on these properties may indicate other areas of similarity in craftsrren, 
interests and family origins of the owners, and econcmic and social status. The 
D'.Jwney House was apparently occupied by tenants after arout 1850, although the 
D:Jwney family retained ownership until 1910. 



William D:::lwney House 
Frederick County 

9 .1 Bibliography (Continued) 
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