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Based on the available information, the Higgins-Bennett House, located at 12421 Lime Plant 
Road in southeastern Frederick County, is eligible for the Maryland Register of Historic 
Properties. The two-story stone farmhouse was contructed in two sections: c. 1790s and c. 
1807-1816. Also on the property are a 1790-1800 stone smokehouse and an early 20th century 
barn constructed on an early 19th century foundation. The property is significant under 
Criterion C for architectural significance. The house embodies two distinct periods of 
construction which can be seen, in particular, in the interior trim, finishes and hardware. 

In addition to being individually eligible, the property is located in an area which retains 
numerous historic farmsteads within a largely unaltered setting and which may consititute an 
historic district. 
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F-5-85 
Higgins-Bennett House 
New Market vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1790-1soo; 1807-1816 

The Higgins-Bennett House is a two-story, two-section stone house built in 

the last decade of the 18th century and at.out the first decade of the 19th 

century. Associated with it are a two-level stone srrokehouse of at.out 1800 and 

a stone and frame bank barn, the foundation of which nay also date frcm 1800. 

The barn has a late 19th century upper structure. The dwelling's earlier 

section has a three-bay elevation adjoined by the two-bay later section. F.ach 

has an entrance and a m:xle:m shed porch covers the center bays. On the -west 

end of the house is a 1-1/2 story stone sumrer kitchen. The interior of the 

house has three rrain rooms on the first story with two sirrple rrantelpieces 

dating frcm at.out 1790 in the earlier section. Paneled cupl:x:>ards flank the 

openings and enclosed winding staircases are located in each roan. Much of the 

original hardware, chair rails, base1::xJards, flooring, and other interior 

finishes are still in place or have been reproduced in similar rraterials. On 

the second story of the earlier section are two rooms with exposed beamed 

ceilings which have apparently original paint, one of which is grained to 

imitate srroked wood. The house's original owner/builder is unknown, but in 

1807, the property was purchased by Rev. James L. Higgins, a Methodist 

Protestant minister who founded New Market M. P. Church. Higgins probably 

expanded the house with the two-bay addition and 1-1/2 story kitchen wing on 

the -west side of the original structure. The rrantelpiece in the two-bay 

section, nON the kitchen, has the typical rrolded design of the second decade of 

the 19th century. In 1837, the farm was rought by Perry Bennett, whose family 

retained ownership until the 1880's. 



F-5-85 
Higgins-Bennett House 
New Market 
Frederick County 

HISIDRIC CDNI'EXI': 

MAR.YI.AND cx:MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATION PIAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltirrore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgarery 
Counties, and Baltirrore City) 

Chronological/Developrent Period: 
Rural .Agrarian Intensification, A.D. 1680-1815 
Agricultural-Industrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban D::minance, 1870-1930 A.D. 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture, landscape Architecture, Crnmunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

Category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic Function & Use: 
D:xrestic/single dwelling/residence 
D:xrestic/secondary structure/srrokehouse 
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn 
Agriculture/subsistence/storage/grarun:y 

Known Design Source: None 



M70 P7 Survey No. F-5-85 

Maryland Historical Trust 
-.....- r - !" 

!.- ' J ,1 . .,; 

Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Higgins-Bennett House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 12421 Lime Plant Road __ not for publication 

city, town New Market ___x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
---1L building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

- _object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
___x_ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Robert A. and Margaret A. Ellis 

street & number 12421 Lime Plant Road telephone no.: 

city, town New Market state and zip code MD 21774 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 987 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 649 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historica.1 surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Sites F-258 

date 1970 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

.-posltory for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state MD 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 

_fair 

Check one 
- deteriorated _ unaltered 
- ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
____z original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-5-85 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

cx:NlRIBUI'ING RESOURCE CDUNI': 4 

'lhe Higgins-Bennett House is a two-story stone dwellirg l:uilt in two stages 
beginnirg about 1790 arrl the secorrl in about 1807-1816 with an attached stone 1-1/2 
story surrmer kitchen. 'lhe house is located on the south side of Lime Plant Road 
about 3500 feet west of the intersection of Detrick Road near New Market, Frederick 
County, Marylarrl. 'lhe dwellirg is the center of a small farmstead CX1Iplex 
consistirg of a two-story stone snnkeh.ouse adjacent to the house arrl a frame am 
stone bank barn dated about 1880 am two cyli.OOrical conu:Jated metal granaries of 
the 1920 's located on the north side of the piblic road. A non-contril:utirg garage 
on the north side arrl a storage shed. on the south side of the road are also on the 
prcperty. 'lhe current principal use of the farmstead is as a private residence. 
Dates of the :ruildirgs are based on architectural evidence, lam records, historical 
maps I arrl a 1966 map am annotations prepared by Hanford Hopkins in the Historical 
Society of Frederick County. 

'lhe dwellin;J's north elevation has five bays with the clearly visible sections 
demarcated by a joint line separatirg the three-bay earlier section fran the two-bay 
addition on the west gable errl. A mdern one-story shed porch with a flagstone deck 
exten:is across the facade, coverirg all bays except the easterrnoost. 'lhe fieldstone 
is darker am the general size of the stones is smaller in the eastern section am 
large stones formin;J rough quoins enpiasize the joint line. 'lhe roof is mclfXJSit:' 
shingles am interior en:i dtl.mneys are at the en:i walls of the original section aIJ.J. 
of the addition an:l the 1-1/2 story kitchen addition on the west. Entrances are 
located. in the center bay of north elevation in the circa 1790 section arrl in the 
eastern bay of the addition. Wirrlows are 6/6 replacement sash except on the first 
story which has 9 / 6 sash. '!he doors are glass paneled. replacements. Above the 
doorway in the addition is a stone shaped to resemble a voussoir. A sirgle lOVI 6/6 
wi.rrlOVI is in the 1-1/2 story kitchen wing. 

On the south elevation, the bay ~tis the same as the north elevation, 
but a IOOdern open dec:k with a railin;J exten:is across the bays. 'lhe doorways have 
transan.s of four lights in the eastern section an:l three lights in the western 
addition. Narrow flat stones fonn the lintels in the circa 1790 section arrl shaped 
voussoirs are in the addition. A sirgle doorway opens fran the kitchen w:in;J. A 
win::low on the secon:i story of the 1790's section was converted to a door in the 
mid-2oth century to facilitate furniture 100virg. At the exposed cellar level are 
three doorways with vertical board doors. At the gable en:m are 2/2 attic win:iows 
flankin;J the interior chimneys. '!he two-story stone SlOC>kehouse is l:uilt about five 
feet fran the east gable en:i with its upper level door in the west elevation. No 
access fran the grourxi is currently present, but a wood stairway of :furx::tional 
design was probably used in the 19th century. A fieldstone platform fills in the 
space between the dwelling's east wall arrl the SlOC>kehouse arrl was probably the base 
of the stairway. 'lhe SlOC>kehouse has a secorrl vertical board door on the south 
elevation at the lower level arrl a small sm:lke vent in the east gable en:i fran the 
lc:Mer level. 'lhe roof of the snokehouse is conposition shingles. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-5-85 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_prehistoric _archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 

. 1400-1499 _archeology-historic _conservation _law _science 
150G-1599 _agriculture _economics _literature _sculpture 

_ 160G-1699 K__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_x_ 170(}-1799 _art _engineering _music humanitarian 
_x_ 180G-1899 _commerce _exploration/settlement_ philosophy _theater 
~ 190(}- _ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

Specificdates c. 1790-1816 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

A B x C D - -

A B c D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Higgins-Bennett House is IOOderately significant for the architecture am 
interior trim of the two sections of the dwelling, dating fran about the 1790's arrl 
the period about 1807-1816. 'lhe two sections are clearly defined by a visible joint 
line on both the north arrl south elevations. Near the house is a two-level stone 
snokehouse which retains its original circa 1790-1800 awearance. Although 
reioodeling has taken place in the past 20 to 25 years, much of the interior 
finishes, mantelpieces, chair rails, flooring, arrl hardware remaJ.ns intact. Of 
particular :inp:>rtance are two painted beamed ceilings on the secorrl floor of the 
1790's section which may date fran the period 1790-1800. 'Ihe frame arrl stone bank 
"'=mi on the north side of Lima Plant Road is IOOderately significant for the mstiy 

altered stone-walled stall level, the tq;:per frane section being of the late 19th 
century. 'lhe Wilder of the house in the late 18th century is not clear fran 
available doa111lpntary eviderx::e, 1:ut it may have been part of the Jdm James tract, 
one of the earliest in the New Market Region, having been granted to James in the 
1740's. In 1807, James sold part of the original tract to James L. Higgins, a 
Methodist minister v.i'lo was the fourrler of the New Market Methodist Protestant 
Church. He was probably responsible for the two-bay addition to the original 
house. 'Ihe house does not appear on the 1808 Cllarles Var le map, 1:ut this map shc:MS 
principally large plantation houses, inns, taverns, mills, arrl other irxiustries. 
'Ihe 1858 Borrl arrl 1873 Titus Atlas maps shCM the house during the approximately 
50-year CMnership of Perry Bennett am his heirs. 

Hanford Hopkins' map of 1966 with annotations identified the house as having 
been Wilt in 1816, rut its interior features are of the last qUarter of the 18th 
century. Hopkins also described the family cemetery which was located on the north 
side of the road in which Rev. James L. Higgins arrl his first wife Sqirla were 
ruried. 'Ihe graves were reooved by Dr. Hopkins to the Central Church cenetery. 
Higgins' sec:orrl wife was Harriet Dorsey, the widow of Basil Dorsey, Jr. She was 
ruried in the Dorsey family cenetery at her death, although her gravestone is now 
also at Central Church cenetery. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-5-85 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick county, 1858 
Hopkins, Hanford W. Map of Part of the Northeastern Section of Frederick County, 

Maryland, 1966. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 10 acres 

Quadrangle name Libertytown , Md. Quadrangle scale __ l_:_2_4_o_o_o __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~I~--........ ~' ~I...._.~ ....... -- oli.J I l I I 
E LLl I I .._I ...L.-..&..--'--....... -... F LL.J I I 
GLi_J I I H LU I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 10 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 70, Parcel 7. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date May 1994 

street & number 12 E • Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Histor· 
Shaw House 
21 Stat ircle 
Ann is, Maryland 21401 

1) 269-2438 

I 

PS-2746 



Higgins-Bennett House 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

Survey No. F-5-85 

The interior plan of the dwelling is basically a linear progression of 
roans linked by doors roughly arranged enfilade near the south side of the 
house. The circa 1790 section as built had a t\\D-roan plan with gable end 
chirmeys and enclosed winding corner staircases in each roan. The east roan 
also contained the ma.in entrance. In this roan, the fireplace is flanked by a 
cupboard on the left side which has original graining on the inner surfaces. 
The mantelpieces in both roans have a simple rrolding enf ramernent of the 
fireplace opening with a flat ogee curved frieze panel rising to a rrolded shelf 
with dentil trim. The east roan mantel has a reproduced 09"ee frieze panel. 
The fireplace openings have been reduced in size in rehabilitations of the 
house over the period about 1976 to the late 1980's. The rrolded chair rail in 
the east roan is original, but has been reproduced in the west roan. The 
floors and baseboards are original. The cupboard doors in the east roan have 
raised panels, while those in the west roof have beaded vertical flush 1:x:xrrds. 
Much of the original hardware, including latches and HL hinges, is still in 
place. 

The circa 1807-1816 addition adjoining the 1790's house on the west 
consists of a single roan which is now the kitchen. The rrolded mantelpiece is 
typical of the period with raised rroldings in the side pilasters and the 
pilaster caps. A third winding staircase is in the northwest corner. The 
1-1/2 story surrrner kitchen addition on the west end of the house has been 
considerable altered during the mid-20th century. 

The second story plan is unusual in that there were no access doors between 
the t\\D sections of the house or frcm the 1-1/2 story wing to the ma.in section 
until renovations ma.de after 1976. In the 1790's section at the east end are 
t\\D sma.11 chambers with ~sed bearred ceilings in which apparently original 
painted finishes are in good condition. The ma.in roan has a light blue wash 
finish and the sma.11 roan at the southeast corner has a light pinkish white 
shade with black graining to resemble srroked ma.rkings. 

Barn and granaries: The bank barn on the north side of Lirre Plant Road has a 
stone foundation with a frame upper structure and a forebay on the east 
elevation. The foundation appears to be of the period about 1800-1815, while 
the exterior vertical siding with arched louvred vents is typical of the second 
half of the 19th century. The stall level wall is all fieldstone with 
alternating vertical board dutch doors to the feed aisles and window openings 
with 3/3 sash, probably dating frcm the early 20th century. A pair of double 
swing doors is located in the center of the stone wall. Adjoining the barn on 
the north gable end is a mid-20th century concrete block loafing shed. The 
west side of the barn has t\\D sets of vertical board swing doors. The roof is 
corrugated rretal. 'IW:J corrugated rretal cylindrical grain bins are located near 
the barn. These date frcm about the 1920' s and have perforated walls and 
standing seam conical roofs with vents in the peaks. 
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F-5-85 
Higgins-Bennett House 
Frederick County 
Isaac Bond, Map of Frederick 
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