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The Hessons Bridge is a small single span pony steel truss bridge 
of Pratt design which spans Little Hunting Creek on Hessons Bridge 
Road just north of Lewistown, Maryland. 

The single lane bridge which is set on coursed random stone abut
ments is 15.5 feet wide and 49 feet in length. The wood plank 
floor has been replaced and the joints are secured with rivetted 
connections. Seven original stringers remain in the structure. 
A nameplate on the south side of the bridge on the half hip end 
post states, "built by York Bridge Company, 1901. 11 

The Hessons Bridge is one of at least twelve bridges built by the 
York Brjdge Company of York, Pennsylvania for the county in the 
early part of the 1900 1 s . 

. . 
According to Polk 1 s York City Directory, the York Bridge Company 
was most active between the years 1902 and 1917, advertising as 
"Bridge builders, iron and steel structural work, etc." By 1917, 
the company had changed its name to the York Bridge and Construc
tion Company. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Hessons Bridge is a small single span pony steel truss bridge of 
Pratt design which spans Little Hunting Creek on Hessons Bridge Road 
just north of Lewistown, Maryland. 

The single lane bridge, which is set on coursed randem stone abutments, 
is fifteen feet, five inches wide and forty-nine feet in length. The 
wood plank floor_has_been -replaced and the joints.are secured with 
rivetted connections. Seven original stringers remain in the structure. 
A nameplate on the south side of the bridge on the half hip end post 
states, "built by York Bridge Company, 1901. 11 
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The Hessons Bridge is one of at least twelve bridges built by the 
York Bridge Company of York, Pennsylvania for the county in the early 
part of the 1900's. 

According to Polk's York City Directory, the York Bridge Company was 
most active between the years 1902 and 1917, advertising as "Bridge 
builders, iron and steel structural work, etc. 11 By 1917, the company 
had changed its name to the York Bridge and Construction Company. 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Cherilyn Widell, Sites Analyst 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Office of Historic Preservation 9127178 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

12 East Church St Winchester Hall 694-1063 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederick 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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