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E qse men -t 

The Roddy Road Bridge is a small single lane single span wood truss 
covered bridge which crosses Owen's Creek near Thurmont. It is a 
single king post truss, forty feet in length resting on five steel 
stringers installed in the 1920's. The bridge is approximately 
thirty feet in length and fifteen feet wide and rests on two 
stone abutments. 

At least fifty two such structures once graced the landscape of the 
state; but storms, fires and progress have claimed all but 8 in the 
state of Maryland. Until the introduction of the steel truss bridge 
in the mid-nineteenth century, most of the crossings in the county 
were wood truss structures after covered for protection from the 
elements. 
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The Roddy ?.cad co-,•ered Bridge is a srcall, one-1::::.ne, single s;,a:r: wood 
truss covered bridge which cresses Owen's Creek on Roddy Road north of 
Thurmont in ?rederick County, Maryland. 

The wood bridge consists of a single king posi truss foity feet in 
length resting on five steel st:cingers_ and two stone abut~ents. The cecl: 
is wooden planking, the entire structure is covered with red beveled 
German clapboarding, and is finished by a tin gabled roof. 

The Loys Station Bridge is a one-lane, t~in span, multiple king post, woo: 
truss covered bridge _which crosses Owen's Creek above Cre::i.gersto-,.-rn on 
Old Frederick ?oad in Frederick County, ~aryland. 7he wood bridge is 
ninety feet in length and rests on two stone abutments. The pl2nking 
and clapboarding are_identical to the Roddy Read Bridge~ 

The Utica Covered Bridge is a one-lane, twin span Burr arch truss bridge 
which crosses Fishing Creek on Utica Ro~d in Utica, Frederick County, 
Maryland. The wood bridge, constructed of large hand hewn De~bers, is a 
corr~ination of the wooden arch and a multiple post truss pattern, called 
a Burr truss. The bridge, which is 101 feet in length, crosses the 
creek in~o spans. Small painted advertisements of local merchants are 
still visible on the interior rafters of the bridce. The decking and 
clapboarding are identical to the other two structures. 

The Utica Bridge originally spanned the Monocacy in the current location 
of the Devilbiss Bridge, but was badly C.c__:-.:aged du~-ing the 18 8 9 flood. 
The surviving half of the bridge was disassembled and moved by '..Yagon to 
Utica and reasss~~led over Fishing Creek. 

Taken from letter of Sept. 19, 1977 to Pasela James from Cherilyn Widell: 

"I arrived at the date of c. 1860 for the bridges since an undocum~nted 
local source has dated the Roddy Road Bridge to 1856, the Utica Bridge is 
shown spanning the Monocacy on Devilbiss Road on the 1873 Titus Atlas, cD 
a newspaper article in the Freaerick Examiner aated Sept0~~er 13, 1854, 
states that iron was now being used in other parts of the country for 
bridge construction and soon ~ould be u3ed in ?renerick County. By·the 
1870's steel truss bridses were being built instead of wood bridges ~s 
evidenced by remaining exa_mples throughout the co;_:nty • 

. there have been nu~erous maintenance alteratio~s to all three bridg 
Eo~ever, the Frederick .county Roads Depart2ent does not keep a mainten2nc 
record of any of the bridges. The State ~ca2s ae?arb~ent does m2intain ~ 
co:'.':;mter record of the Lays Station Bridse (b.:oca~se it is on a federally 
funded road). • hccording to this Tecord the bridge ~as "reconstructed" 
in 1930 although it is unknown what this entailed. A resident who lives 
a~jac2nt to the Ro~dy Read b~idae clai~s he heloed install the st2el 
strin~~rs in the 1920's. Most ;f the clapbo~~~lng on all three bridses ~-
0 e: t-=n r t2pl o c>~d 2 cc~o1-(} i_ F1g to t 1-J e Ccl,_! n t )r ?o ::-~_ ::-: s T;~~·~;:-~ ·r~-~-~~.-~~n t .. 
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_INVENTION 
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The Roddy ;R,ca,c3.r Loys ?ta.ti.on ~nd. Utica. Brid9es are three_ of only eignt 
r2..!-nainin9" coye.reU.- b~_tdge.s in. ~he- ?t~.te o~ ·!~a.r:~and:_ ,_.Z',t 12:_s1: .·f_:(f ty-~~'o 
such structures once gra.ced -c.n.e 1.c_nc.sca.?e of . LI'.t.e s La 1.-e; bu._ s-corrr.s, .L l:::-es 
and Drog:cess ha,ve clai11ied almost a.11 of the.In. Preserva.tion of the re-

.. -:. . 1 ..c ~ • .L."' ' ,. .... ., • • maining structures as e:xarr.p es O.L nine<:eenLn.. cen-cury Driage engi.n.eering 
techniques is extre.illely important to the history of Frederick- Count.y and 
the State of X~a.ryla,nd. 

?kcordin<; to R,j.cr,ard Allen .in Covered Bridges of the :i·:iddle Atlantic 
States, the bui:ldinsr of cove1'ed bridges i.n i·~aryla.nd Kas limited to the 
western a.nd. c2ntra.l counties, while the li:nest.one counties of far 
western 1~ary1and erected stone bridges instead. Covered wooden bridges 
were present on rn,a,ny of the -major highwa.ys 1 including U.S. 40 and the 
Jefferson and. Buckeystov.---n J?ikes in Frederick County. Until the intro
duction of the steel truss bridge in the ~id-nineteenth century, most 
o~ the crossinas in tr,._e county 1-.,'e.re wood truss structures often covered 
..!::' • _!_ .._ • ~ ,_ ..,. . T' I .1..- .1- • _ - ,- • ., 

,i,or proT.ec LJ.._'On ;t:.!'OnJ tn..e. eJ,e...<Je.nc::s. At... one 1.-l.lne as sany as I i:ve \'>-'ooaen 
l?;c i.d.ge.s crossed, the Vion.ocacy· ·;R.i:ver ~ :rn the suI1u-ner of 18 8 9 the Johnstm .• -n 
flo6d destroyed most of these. 

The t:b....ree covered bridges in Frederick County are closely related in 
historica.1 a..nd architectural theme. All three are wooden covered 
bridges crossing sn1all strea1.1s in agricultural settings. They are locatE 
in close pro.xim.:tty to each other in the northern part of the county. 
All were built in the second half of the nineteenth century and have 
been in continuous use since that time. 

The three bridges provide a good COinpsxative study of wood bridge -c.russ 
techniques, a..s e~ch displays a different truss design. The Utica Eridge 
ha,s a.. Bur;i::> truss, na1ried after Theodore Burr, who first used the design in l~ 
and patented it in 1817. The ~oddy Road Bridge is constructed of the 
single king post desisn, and the Lays Station Bridge is a multiple king 
post structure~ 
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