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F: 7-1-1 
Bell 1 s Chapel 
Mt. Ephraim Community 
Private 

1874 
l92S" 

This handsome one and a half story frame church is the replacement 

for the earlier log chapel that was constructed soon after purchase of 

the land in 1874. The log chapel was similar to those built in many 

black communities after emancipation. Behind the church is the cemetery, 

with well-kept grounds and inscribed gravestones of the founders of the 

community. As in other rural communities, the church and accompanying 

cemetery are recognized as the center of the community. 

SEE FREDERICK COUNTY SITES SURVEY F-7-27 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
F: 7-1-1 
Magi# 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

SEE FREDERICK COUNTY SITES SURVEY F-7-27 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

HISTORIC 

Bell's Chapel 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

West side of Mt. Ephraim Road 
CITY. IOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Dickerson L. v1c1N1TY oF Mt. Ephraim 6 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT .XPUBLIC x__occUPIED 

,X-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _JN PROCESS JC_YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

No _NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Bell's Chapel,c/o Paul Wilson 
STREET & NUMBER 

Mt. Ephraim Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Dickerson _ v1c1N1TY oF 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Frederick County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

COUNTY 

Frederick 

PRESENT USE 

-..-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT XRELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone#: 874-2629 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland 20753 

Liber #: T 6 
Folio #: 211 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X.....GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:lLUNALTERED 

___ALTERED 

F-7-1-1 
CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This handsome one and a half story frame church stands on the west 

side of Mt. Ephraim Road. The entrance of the church, which is located 

in the eastern gable end, is oriented towards the road, and behind 

the church is a small, well-kept cemetery. The church is surrounded 

by azaleas, dogwoods, and other shrubbery and small trees. The yard 

around the church is a wide grass lawn, which extends without fences 

down the slope to the cemetery. Further behind the church are the 

contemporary homes of the descendants of the founders of the community, 

Paul Wilson and Barbara Wilson. 

The building itself consists of a three tay block, whose roof line 

is oriented east-west. The entranceway is sheltered by a small gable 

roof, enclosed porch. The frame is sheathed by weatherboards and 

rests on a foundation of mortared, coursed rubble. The tall windows 

contain four-over-four lights. The eaves are boxed with short returns 

in the gable ends. The roof is pierced near mid-length by a brick 

stove flue, and is covered with tin. At the front of the church, the 

roof is capped by a short bell tower, with a pyridimal roof. 

The cemetery behind the church consists of a two dozen or more 

family plots, all of which are well maintained. The gravestones give 

the dates of birth and death of the principal members of the community 

in the late 19th century, and thereby constitute an important historical 

resource for the community. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

PREHISTORIC ---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC JCcoMMUNITY PLANNING 

_1400-1499 ---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

_ 1500-1599 ---AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_ 1700-1799 ---ART _ENGINEERING 

X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE X_RELIGION 

_LAW _SCIENCE 

_LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_MUSIC _THEATER 

_PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT JLOTHER !SPECIFY) 

Black history 
Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES 1874-19 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to the deed, TG 1/211, the land for this Methodist church 

was sold to the trustees of the church by E.G. Harris and Mary E. Harris 

in 1874. The price was fifty dollars. The trustees were William Taylor, 

Patrick Hebron, John H. Diggs, Henry Noldon, and John Beall. 

Significantly, four of the five trustees are known to have lived 

in other communities. William Taylor, Patrick Hebron, and John H. 

- Diggs lived in the Sugarland community and were listed as truste;es of 

the Methodist church there, in the deed of purchase for the land in 1871 

(deed EBP 9/74). Thus, there was an established connection among the 

black communities via Methodist churches. Henry Noldon,(or Nolden), lived 

in the Jonesville community. John Beall was one of the patriarchs of the 

Mt. Ephraim community. 

The present structure was not however built in 1874. A log church 

was first constructed, and may be seen in the copy of the photograph of it 

is included with this survey. The original photograph is in the possession 

of Barbara Wilson in the Mt. Ephraim community. The present church was 

built in 1925. 

The principal historical significance of this church and accompanying 

cemetery is that they have been the center of the Mt. Ephraim community for 

)Ver a century. In fact, after construction of the log church it served as 

schoolhouse for:the Black children of the Mt. Ephraim community until the 

construction of the Comstock school in the 1910s. 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Deeds: TG 1/211. Frederick County Courthouse, Frederick, Maryland. 

Oral interview, not taped, with Paul Wilson, Mt. Ephraim community, May 
1979. By George McDaniel 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

George McDan1el,H1stor1c Sites Surveyor Steve Doolittle/Tamar Hoewing 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Sugarloaf Regional Trails 5/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Box 87 926~4510 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Dickerson Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: 

PS· I IOI 
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ROAD CLASSIFICATION 

6000 7000 FEET 
Heavy-duty Light-duty 

~>' •) Medium-duty Unimproved dirt========= 

~ 
0 Interstate Route Q U.S. Route Q State Route 

~RDS QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

"IA 22092 Revisions shown in purple and woodland compiled by the Geological 
LE ........ ·~VIR~Gl=---NIA.....,2~290_3 _S:..:.:..urv~ey~in c=ooperation with c9rnmonwealth of Virginia agencies from 

BUCKEYSTOWN, MD. -VA. 
39077-C4-TF-024 
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