F: 7-1-15 Last Quarter of
William and Rachel Proctor log House 19th century
Mt. Ephraim community

Private

This log house began its history as a small, one story dwelling
of three bays 1in length and one 1in depth. It probably contained two
rooms down and two up. First, a one story log block was added to one
gable end as an attached kitchen, and the logs covered wlth weatherboards.
Next, the principal block was raised to a full two stories, and the
attached kitchen to one and a half. The result was a large house, whose
outward appearance resembled that of a frame house with regular

fenestration.
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K4 DESCRIPTION F-7-1~15

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
X FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OR!IGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story log house has undergone two dlstinct re-buildings,
resulting in a marked difference in appearance of the house. Today the
house consists of a three bay log block added to the southern gable end
(the house faces east). This was the first addition, originally the
principal block stood only one and a half stories in height and was
later ralsed to two, the second change. This is indicated by the original
Jjoists which have been sawn off but remain in the wall, when the house
was raised to a full two stories. Originally, the facade did contain three
bays, but at the time of enlargement, the windows were raised in 6" height
at the top and bottom was fllled in by the same amount, so that the
dimensions of the window openings remained approximately the same. The
The door was treated similarly. There were not, and still are not, any
openings in the northern gable. In the southern gable end a door led to
the outside, and there was a brick stove outslde exterior to the wall.

In the back length, there were two windows flanking what was perhaps
a door, whilch has now been bricked 1in. Machine cut nalills with stamped
heads were used to attach the original window jambs.

Today the interior consists of two rooms separated by a stalrway
which was enclosed wlth closet below. This stalrway dates from the
period of re-building. All evidence of the original arrangement of rooms
and stairs has been removed, though 1t is likely that this house followed
a plan similar to that of other three bay log houses, which was to have
two rooms down and two up. The interior log walls were left bare and
were whiltewashed.

To the southern gable end was added a small, one room log section.
It may have served as kitchen. There was a front and back door, and
a2 window in its southern gable end. The portion of window that has been
filled in the southern gable end of the main block shows that this log
section has been added. Wire nails in the framing of its upstairs show
that this was done in the late 1800s or early 1900s. Disturbances in
the framing of the upstairs of this section suggest that this small
sectlon was added first, then the house was ralsed to a full two stories
and this kltchen to one and a half.

At present, the owner 1is building a new roof, which 1s rougly the
same helght of the original one story house. The rafters of the new
roof can be seen in the photographs of the house today.

The house was once surrounded by well-kept yards, which had flowers,
frult trees and shade trees. Among the flowers that remain are Jjonquils
and 1irises. In the front yard was a grape arbor, which remains. Fruit
trees also remain. To the south of the house was a meat house with
cellar. No doubt there were other outbulldings, which have since
disappeared.

As for log construction, the hewn logs were V-notched at the corners
and hewn on two sides. There was no evidence of pegging between the logs.

See the measured drawing of this house.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD
—_PREHISTORIC  _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE
—1700-1799 —_ART
X 1800-1899 — COMMERCE
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS

-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MuUsIC

—_PHILOSOPHY
—_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

XCOMMUNITY PLANNING
__CONSERVATION
_ECONOMICS

—_EDUCATION
__ENGINEERING
__EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT
—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

-/~ 15

__RELIGION

__SCIENCE

__SCULPTURE
XSOCIALHUMANITARIAN
_THEATER
__TRANSPORTATION
X_OTHER (SPECIFY)

Black History

SPECIFIC DATES I‘ast quarhter of &8ﬁeur§U|LDER/ARCH|TECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to Paul Wilson, David and Sally Proctor lived in this

house in the second quarter.

related to William and James Proctor.

They were descendants of David Moody and

Unfortunately, there 1s no deed

listed in the name of David or Sally Proctor for thls area, and no

descendants have been found.

Proctors moved into this house, and who preceded them.

Thus, it cannot be determined when the

This 1s one of the few log houses remaining in the Mt. Ephraim

community, where there used to be dozens.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Frederick, Maryland.
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CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY May 1979.
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[B1FORM PREPARED BY
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George McDaniel,Historic Sites Surveyor Steve Doolittle/Tamar Hoewing
ORGANIZATION DATE
ional Trails 5/79
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DRickerson Maryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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