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F: T7-1-2 1940s
Comstock School

Mt. Ephralim Community

Private

This one story, three bay, frame school with neo-classical porch
and other details was built by Gordon Strong, for the children of the
Black community of Mt. Ephraim at the base of Sugarloaf Mountaln, which
Strong owned. Its construction and architecture are evidence of his
paternalism. Standing close to the church, the two bulldings constituted

the center of the Mt. Ephraim community.

SEE FREDERICK COUNTY SITES SURVEY F-7-25 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST Magl #

- INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
SEE FREDERICK COUNTY SITES SURVEY F-7-25 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

TINAME

HISTORIC

Comstock School
AND/OR COMMON

EJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

West side of Mt. Ephraim Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Mt. Ephraim community X vicinityor - Dickerson
STATE COUNTY
. Maryland Frederick
[l CLASSIFICATION
' CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
. X BUILDING(S) X PRIVATE X_UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE __BOTH —_WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X _YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
- __BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
No —NO —MIUTARY X OTHER
PY OWNER OF PROPERTY Maintained;not used
NAME
Stronghold, Inc. Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
Box 87
CITY. TOWN sTaTE, z1ip code
Dé g]ggrgon ____ VICINITY OF Maryland 20753
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION .
Liber #: 697
COURTHOUSE, Folio #: 64

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Frederick County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN TATE
— Frederick Ma;yland
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
None
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOQOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE




A .
DESCRIPTION Fo7~1-2

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X—-UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
X.GOooD —RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one story, frame school is unlike other schools of Black
communities that have been surveyed in Montgomery County. While 1its
size 1s similar, none of the others displays such neo-classical details
in the construction. Like the other schools, the general form 1ls Greek
Revival in that the principal facade 1s located in a gable end. The
doorway 1s sheltered by a half round roof supported by circular pilasters
in the Tuscan style with carved brackets above the capitals.

The building 1s three bays in width and three, (much longer) bays
in depth. The frame 1s sheathed with weatherboards painted yellow,
and the roof is covered with wood shingles. In the center of the roof
line 1s a short bell tower wilth pyridimal roof, similar to the one on
the church nearby. At the rear of the school is a brick stove flue.
Like the other schools in Black communities built in the 19th or early
20th centurles, it contained one room in which all seven grades were

taught.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Kl SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
.PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —_COMMUNITY PLANNING - _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION
—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION — LAW —SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE _—ECONOMICS — LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE X_EDUCATION —MILITARY A(G.OCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —MusIC —__THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE ——EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT X_OTHER (SPECIFY)
__INVENTION Black History
SPECIFIC DATES 19203 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This school was constructed on land owned by Gordon Strong for

the children of the Black community of Mt. Ephraim,

the school, he had owned the land for some time.
Wilson, the school was constructed in the 1910s.

school in the log church in the 1890s.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

Before

building

According to Paul
His father had attended
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EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Land Records of Montgomery County, Rockville, Md. Deed: 697/64.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[B1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
George McDaniel, Historic Sites Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Sugarloaf Regional Traills 5/79
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Box 87 926-4510
CITY OR TOWN STAYE
Dickerson Maryland

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF REGIONAL TRAILS

RETURN TO: i j Trust .
21 State Circle - Box 87, Strongheid
H wa aANT S
Annapolis, Mar d 21401 Dmkmsomxndrg0/33
(301) 267-1438 - (301) 926-4510
/ ‘__\\
\\
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WILL TURNER HSTD. (white)

FRED NICHOLS HSTD.
BELL"S CHAPEL

$0,00 AC.
6.00 &C.
Q.50 0.

COMSTOCK SCHOOL (STRONGHOLD)

WILLIAM HALLMAN HSTD,
HANNAH HALIMAN RSTD,
JAMES BALIMAN RSTD.
BENE HALIMAN HSTD.
MOSES HALLMAN HSTD.

CHARLIE HARRIS HSTD. (white) 26.00 AC.

DAVID PROCTOR HSTD.
RACHEL PROCTOR RSTD.
LAURA PROCTOR HSTD.
CHARLIE PROCTOR HSTD.

« TRANK PROCTOR HSTD.

comrrp T k.

CLINTON NICHOLS HSTD. (wbite) 34.00 AC.

MOODY FAMILY HSTD.
MORRIS POSEY HSTD,
WILLIAK PROCTOR HSTD.
LIIWOOD PROCTOR HSTD.

THICKET ¥ . HARRISON RAWLINS HSTD.
VELL ° 15. ARTHUR WOOD HSTD.
SPRING o~ 16. ARTHUR NAYIOR HSTD.
STREM. TN

P A - 2N -
PARCEL BOUNDARY e

EENCED PARCEL BOY, cewwe

mz -— e

DIRTEOAD o

LANE —

}_}_,,, . . .

STREAM FIOW hand

IWELLINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS NOT DRAWN TO SCALE
BETD., = HOMESTEAD PROP. = PROPERTY

3.00 &C.
3.00 &C.
3.00 AC.
7.00 0.
10.00 AC.

4.00 &0.

6.00 &C.

455 3o03smon
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| 91 95’ 22 @ INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY . RESTON. VIRGINIA— 1984 | 294000m £ 770'2"2,33'1 5

ROAD CLASSIFICATION RS
1 MILE ) ey
6000 7000 FEET Heavy-duty Light-duty [ ///':O‘L
=2 Medium-duty Unimproved dirt ===~~~ -. T
=3
Q Interstate Route @ U.S. Route O State Route
MARYLANDé E% N

ARDS QUADRANGLE LOCATION BUCKEYSTOWN, MD. —VA.
NIA 22092 39077-C4-TF-024

Revisions shown in purple and woodland compiled by the Geological
;LE' VIRGINIA 22903 Survey in cooperation with Commonwealth of Virginia agericies from

1852 .
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