F: T7-1-7 1880s
Hannah and William Hallman House (site)

Mt. Ephraim community

Private

This two story log house was the home of John Beall, one of the
principal founders of the Black community in Mt. Ephraim at the base
of Sugarloaf Mountain. Beall was born during slavery in 1824 in
Frederick County, and purchased this land twenty years after emancipation.

His descendants continue to own and live on the property he purchased.
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE
_GOOD __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR XUNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This two story log house stood on the west side of Mt. Ephraim
Road. In plan and construction, i1t resembled the other log houses
in the Mt. Ephraim community, standing two stories in height and
contalining two rooms down and two up. See photographs of the

Frank Nichols and Bene Hallman houses for more details.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



~

F-T7-1~7

K} SIGNIFICANCE
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__INVENTION Black History

SPECIFIC DATES 18805 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
This house was probably the home of John H. Beall, the patriarch

of the Hallman and present-day Wilson families. In 1883 he purchased
a 12 3/4 acre tract from the white landowner Ephraim Harris for $255.
This purchase was made at the same time as his grandson Bene Hallman
bought an tract adjacent to this one. Beall probably built this log
house at the time of this purchase or soon thereafter in the early
- 1880s.

According to Paul Wilson, this slte was the home of Hannah Hallman
and her brother William, both of them unmarried and without children.
In the willl of their grandfather, John H. Beall, they were each left
3 acres of land from his tract purchased from Harris. Hannah was
bequeathed "the improvements with her portion" -~ that is, the house
on it, presumably the house of John Beall since they were living together
in the year 1900, according to the U.S. Census. Hannah was also to have
"all of my furniture of every description in the house and my cow and
calf and hogs". These bequests indicate that Hannah Hallman was receiving
the homeplace of her grandfather, while the other heirs received portions
adjacent of that 12 acre tract. According to the U.S. Census of 1900 for
Frederick County, John Beall was born in 1824, DU

——
4 . -

NOTE: Although the house of the Beall and Hallman families 1s no longer
standing, the photographs of them have been copied as part of this survey.
The originals are in the possession of Barbara Wilson, in Mt. Ephraim.
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n MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Deeds: AF 7/513; 368/297; 503/255; 506/454; 664/14k; 668/309; 758/475.
Wills: C.E.S. 1/560-561; Will of Hannah Hallman, probated 1938.

Oral_interview with Paul Wilson, not taped, Mt. Eph 3
B¥ Gy ath Fau R ped, phraim community, May 79,
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[§1FORM PREPARED BY
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ORGANIZATION DATE
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

SUGARLOAF RZGIONAL TRAILS
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1 State Circle Dickerson, Md. 20753
401 (301) 926-4510
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