
F-7-100 
David Mahoney House ca. 1865-1870 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

'!he David Mahoney House is a two-story log dwellin;J with three bays, a 

one-story p::>rdl, arx:1 gennan sidin;J l:uilt al:xx.tt 1865 arx:1 altered in the early 

1970's with a two-story frame addition whidl adjoins the rear win;J arx:1 the 

gable en::l of the log section. '!he log section had a sin'ple two-roan plan on 

eadl floor whidl remains generally intact, rut the interior finishes were 

rerocxleled in the 1970's. '!he house is minimally significant for the 

architecture of the log part, since it retains its general exterior ~, 

although the wirxiows arx:1 main door are replacements arx:1 the origina.l chimney 

has been renxwed. David Mahoney (1822-1902) probably l:uilt the house arx:1 in 

the late 1880 's, transferred the property to his son Augustus B. Mahoney. '!he 

Mahoney descen:iants retained the property until the mid-1930 1s. 
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HISIORIC CONI'E}cr': 

MARYIAND CXMPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRE.SERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Geclgl::'aiiric Organization: Piednont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, 1-k>ntganery 
Counties, arx:l Baltiloore City) 

O'lronological/Developnent Pericx:i: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Pericx:i '!hemes: 
Ardritecture, I..arxlscape Ardritecture arx:l Ccmnunity Planning 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin:J 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic F\Jnction arx:l Use: 
Danestic/single dwelling/residence 

Known Design Source: None 



M87 Pl08 Survey No. F-7-100 

Maryland Historical Trust 
-Ll'C:~" -

t Ii \.I j \,.. -, i .J. I Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic David Mahoney House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 8320 Ball Road _ not for publication 

city, town Urbana _x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
~ buildlng(s) 
_structure 
__ site 
-_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
1S__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
x_ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
___K__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Elbert, Jr., and Martha E. Welsh 

street & number 8320 Ball Road telephone no. : 

city, town Frederick state and zip code Md. 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 845 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 321 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

,posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 

_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-100 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CXNIRIBU1'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 1 

'!he David Mahoney House is a two-story vernacular dwelling Wilt about 1865 with 
possible log structure arrl a large two-story addition Wilt in the early 1970's 
located on the oorth side of Ball Road about 1/4 mile west of the intersection of 
Tabler Road near Urbana, Frederick County, Marylarrl. 'lbe house faces south arrl the 
original section has a three-bay elevation with a one-story pordl. 'lhe date of the 
structure arrl the addition are based on architectural details, larrl records, 
historical maps, arrl a personal interview with Mr. arrl Mrs. Elbert Welsh, Jr., the 
owners of the house since 1971. 

'lhe original section of the house was Wilt in the traditional vernacular fonn 
of mid-19th century houses in Frederick County, with a three-bay main elevation arrl 
a one-roan deep plan with a perperrlicular rear wing fran the northwest corner. Its 
structure is probably log, based on the general design arrl information fran Mr. 
Welsh. In the present south elevation of the existing house, the original section 
is still clearly defined by its bay arrcmJement, german siding arrl one-stoiy porch. 
'!he roof is starrlin:J seam metal, rut the original dri.mney or chimneys have been 
rem::wed. 'lhe wirrlows in the original section are 1/1 replacements flanked by 
louvred shutters. 'lbe door in the center bay is also a replacement with a glazed 
upper panel. 'lbe porch has turned columns arrl a concrete deck replacing t:P,.. 
original wood platfonn. 'lbe east gable errl of the log section is adjoined by t1 
flat-roofed frame addition bri.lt in 1971-1972. 'lbe facade has :m:::x:iern horizontal 
siding arrl grouped wi.rrlows on both the first arrl secorrl stories. A shed porch 
shelters the first story. An exterior brick dri.mney is on the east errl of the 
addition. 'lbe west gable errl of the log section has a single bay near the southwest 
corner. According to Mr. Welsh, the rear wing was added in 1931; this information 
cane fran descenjants of the Mahoney family who cx::cupied the house during the 
1930 1s. 'lhe present state of alteration of the wing gives no clues to its date of 
construction. A one-story addition of the 1970's is on the west side of the wing. 
'lbe gable roof outline of the wing is still visible on the north elevation, rut the 
argle between the log section arrl the wing was CCllJ>letely filled in by the 1970's 
addition which also exterrls on the east gable errl of the log part. 'lhe north 
elevation currently has a secorrl exterior brick chimney, a flat-roofed open porch 
arrl a m::xiern deck. 

'lhe interior of the house is also considerably altered. 'lbe log section has lCJIN 
ceilings arrl the original plan of two roans on both floors is generally still 
intact, rut the walls arrl floors are resurfaced. No mantels are present arrl the 
Welshes believe that the house had wood stoves fran its earliest date. 'Ibis is 
~ by evidence of a stovepipe openirg in the first story of the log section. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-100 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1865-1870 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B xC 

A B C 

national 

D 

D E F G 

state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe David Mahoney House is miniroa.lly significant for the architecture of the log 
section, a fair exanple of a typical vernacular dwellirg of the mid-19th century. 
It retains its original german sidirg on the principal elevation an:i, although the 
wirrlows an:i door have been replaced, the arran:;JE!Ineilt of bays an:i the one-story porch 
corivey the general character of the house as b.lilt about 1865 by David L. Mahoney 
(1822-1902). It arpears on the 1873 Titus Atlas. By about 1885, Mahoney assembled 
a tract of about 11 acres whidl he sold in t\VO transactions in 1885 an:i 1889 to his 
son Augustus B. Mahoney (1857-1935) . 



9. Major Bibliographical References survey No. F-7-100 
Holdcraft, Jacob M. Names In Stone, V.2, Privately published, Ann Aibor, Mi., 1966, 

p. 757. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _3_a_c_r_e __ s ____ _ 
Quadrangle name Urbana, Md • 1:24000 Quadrangle scale _______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ.JI I 1 I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I ..... -------Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cl.i.J ~I _.__. __ _..._I ~I ............. __.__..__......_. oLJJ I I I I 
E L.i_J I I ~' ......___.__.__ __ F LLI I I I 
G L.i_J I I ~' .............. __.__""-"" ....... Hl.iJ I I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 87, Parcel 108 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date January 1994 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state 
MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
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