
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST F-7-107 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC Fout House. Otho Fout House 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJILOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. !OWN 

12444 Fingerboard Road (MD 80) 
North side of Route 80 

East part of Kemptown - VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 
DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X....BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC 2lOCCUPIED 

XPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X..NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Clinton H. and Irene K. Thompson 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route 1 
CITY. TOWN 

Monrovia _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY oF DEEDs,ETc. Frederick County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Frederick 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Sixth E.D. 9 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Frederick 
COUNTY M98 P109 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL x_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone # : 253-3316 

STATE Zl.p code 
Maryland 21701 

Liber #: 779 
Folio #: 211 

STATE 

Maryland 21701 

--FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY.TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

~EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

-DETERIORATED 

-RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

.XUNALTERED 

.-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

x.._ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fout House is an ell shaped, two-and-a-half story, cross gable roofed, 
frame house which faces south from the north side of Route 80, in the west 
part of Kemptown. 

It is a private single ownership residence which is detached from any adjoining 
residences, but is related to a frame two story surrmer kitchen, one story frame 
smoke house and one-and-a-half story frame barn with shed. · 

The main facade of the residence is five bays wide. The main entrance door, 
which is fronted by a two step frame porch with decorative wood railing and 
turned rail lattice work, occupies the third bay. The door is framed by a 
two window transom overhead and single window on either side. Four arched 1/1 
windows with architrave trim and louvered shutters occupy the remaining four 
bays. Five identical 1/1 windows occupy the second floor level behind a 
highly decorative railing which surrounds the deck of the front porch. The 
roof is joined by a plain boxed cornice with return and has twin front gables 
which each contain 1/1 gothic windows. Two end brick chimneys straddle the 
side gables. The house is built on a low stone foundation. 

The west end of the main block is six bays in width; a side entrance occupies 
the fourth bay with a three step entrance, partially glass enclosed porch with 
turned railing lattice work. Five 1/1 sash windows with louvered shutters 
occupy the rest of the first level, and six identical windows complete the 
second level. A small gable with gothic window in the northwest segment 
compliments the gable of the front roof with two small 2/2 windows in the 
southwest corner. 

The rear portion of the west extension of the house is two bays wide with 
one small modern window on the first level in the northwest corner. One 2/2 
window with louver shutters is located just east of the center of the second 
level. Two small 2/2 windows are situated in the gable which is completed by 
a boxed cornice with return. An inside brick chimney straddles the gable to 
the north side of the building. 

The rear portion of the front section of the house is three bays wide with the 
first two bays on both the first and second levels being occupied by two 2/2 
windows with louvered shutters, identical to the south and west sides. A 
two story open porch which extends along the east side of the west extension 
of the house occupies the third bay on the first and second levels. 

The east side of the western rear extension of the house is four bays wide. 
The first three bays on the first and second levels are occupied by a two story 
open porch with railing. A four panel entrance door is located in the second 
bay on each floor. Two 2/2 windows with louvered shutters occupy the first and 
third bays on each side of the doors on both levels. The fourth bay on each 
level is occupied by an enclosed storage area with small door on the south 
side off of the porch and a small 2/2 window on the east side. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

.-ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ~RCHEOLU<iY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_1400-1499 ~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

-1500-1599 ~GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

_1700-1799 ~RT _ENGINEERING 

....X1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SEITLEMENT 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1880 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

The Fout House is a prime example of late Victorian architecture located in a 
town which flourished during ther period 1885-1910. The house was built soon 
after April 1881 when Otho T. Fout purchased the land for $650 from William and 
Sarah A. Blaze.1 In addition to his practice, which he pursued in the southeast 
first floor front room in the house, Dr. Fout owned a dry goods store across 
Route 80 and west of the Lewis Cabinet shop. Several servants ran the household 
and lived over the winter and summer kitchens. Cooking was done for the Fout 
family in the summer kitchen until at least 1910 and the food was carried under 
a canvas awning which extended from the kitchen to the main house. Dr. Fout was 
a strong advocate against prohibition, and although liquor was banned from the 
town, he sold it from a booth on his farm outside town. Some of the original 
furnishings remain in the house, including the parlor chandelier, a bed, and 
carpets. Much of the remaining furnishings were purchased for a Damascus 
funeral home. Inside the west part of the barn is written on the wall 
"M. Poole carpenter 1886 11 although nothing is known about this man or his work. 

1 Frederick County Land Records, Liber AF3, Folio 521. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~,ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSAF.Y 

lriJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _...a.•i4._2 ____ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Cherilyn Wide 11 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Frederick County Historic Preservation 663-8300 Ext. 266 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederick Maryland 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Fout House F- 7-107 

Description, cont. 

The east side of the front section of the house is two bays wide with two 2/2 
windows with louvered shutters on the first two levels. Two small 2/2 windows 
occupy the gable of the roof which is finished by a boxed cornice with return. 
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Kenptawn SUrvey District 
Frederick COlmty 

7 .1 Descriptial (ContinJed) 

SUrvey No. F-7-41 

F-7-107 
Otho Fout House 

at least sane period of time in the mid-19th century, the log b1ildirg 
awarentJ.y housed the post office, aooardin:J to Miss Maxine Brownirg, a local 
historian. One of the two doors q>ened to the shq> arxl the other to the post 
off ice. 

otho Fout House (F-7-107~, 12444 Firgerboard Read: 'lbe JOOSt e]alx]rate exa11ple 
of the Queen Anne style lJl Kenptawn, the Fout House was brl.l.t about 1881. His 
sal Rayioon:i was the local piysician in the late 19th century, with his office 
in the house arxl his residence at 12526 Firgerboard. At least two subsequent 
local doctors, Sellman an:i Kuhlman, also had their medical office at the Fout 
Halse. 'lhe b.tll.dirg has a five-bay facade with dooble cross gables, a 
frequently seen feature of houses in the saJtheastern Urbana Regial. 'lhe 
exterior is gennan sidirg an:i the roof is stardirg seam metal. 'lhe m:ist 
distin:::tive feature of the house is the elabvate one-story porch al the sa.rt:h 
elevatial. 'l\Jrned spinil.e friezes extern between the square posts arxl the flat 
roof of the porch is edged with a scroll-sawn balusltcde p.mctuated by 
finial-~ posts. 'llle balustrade airves at the ems to meet the wall of the 
house. At the rear of the house is a small graip of danestic outJ::uildirXJS 
erected at the same time as the dwellirg. A small frame barn with a carru:Jated 
metal roof arxl a central metal ventilator has german sidirg arxl an overhargirg 
hay loft with louvred ardled vents. An ogee bargeboard is repeated al the 
adjacent frame carriage house, also with german sidirg an:i a louvred ardled 
vent above the dooble swirg doors. Near the house are a two-story frame snmner 
kitdlen with gennan sidirg, an interior end chinney arxl a carru:Jated metal roof 
an:i a one-story frame meathalse with the same exterior materials arxl an 
extemed gable roof over the door al the sa.rt:h elevatial. 

Jam T. lewis House (F-1-10), 12448 Firgerboard: 'lhe i-112 story log dwel.lirg 
may have been b.tll.t about 1840 by Jam T. lewis. It has german an:i 
lilt'eatherboard sidirg an:i a c:x 111ositial roof with a shed dormer added late in the 
19th century. A one-story porch ext:en::ls across the sa.rt:h elevatial. 'lhe first 
story has three bays with replacement JOOdern sash. A one-story shed additial 
is al the west gable end. Accordirg to the 1989 local history booklet 
p.lblished by the Providence Methodist OlUrdl, this house was the site of a 
visit by Abraham Lincoln durirg the Civil War. Linc:oln was allegedly evacuated 
fran Washirgton when a raid was threatened an:i his party stqped ala¥J the road 
to water their horses in the village trcu;Jti w.ich stood in front of the house. 
lewis invited Linc:oln to dine an:i eventually to stay ovenrl.ght, offers w.ich 
were accepted. Although no verificatial of the story has been discovered, the 
story has been a la¥J-st:.ardi.rg family traditiai ~the desoemants of Jam 
T. lewis an:i the chair an:i bed used by Lincoln were retained by members of the 
family no l~ livirg in Frederick COlmty. 

Wi 11 i am lewis Halse, 12449 Firgerboard: IDcated at the sart:h side of 
Firgerboard across the road fran the Jam T. lewis House is the two-story Queen 
Anne house blilt about 1878-1880 by William T. lewis. It has the dooble cross 
gable feature CCIIIOOn to many houses in the Urbana Regial arxl to the Kenptawn 
survey District. 'lbe romer prq>erty has two additional gables al the east 
end, facirg Kenptawn Qiurch Road an:i the Boyer House at 12501 Firgerboard, a 
virtual duplicate of the lewis House in design. 'lhe lewis House has a central 
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