
F-7-15 
Levi Price House arxi Distillery site 
Urbana vicinity 

ca. 1808; 1882-1925 

Private 

'!he Levi Price House is a two-sto:ry log arxi frane dwellirg CXlli\osed of bNo 

sections, the earliest l:::uilt aboot 1808 which fonns the center section of the 

present house, flanked by bNo gable-fronted sections l:::uilt in 1882. '!he center 

hall of the house is decorated by extensive Renaissance Revival style frescoes 

painted by J. Winter of Frederick in 1882, the artist leaving his name arxi the 

date un::ier the main staircase. '!he 1882 winJg had jib wirrlows opening on the 

wide verarrla on the main elevation; the wirrlow bases were covered by viny 1 

siding in the 1980 1s. Associated with the house is a two-sto:ry stone water 

supply l:::uildin:J with an exterrled gable roof. It held a water tank on the top 

level which supplied water to the house arxi was filled by a hydraulic ram 

system. A fraioo ~thouse arxi a garage are also located near the house. A log 

tenant house l:::uilt about 1840-1850 has an exposed stone foun:Jation arxi a IOOdern 

entry porch to the center bay entrance. '!he two-sto:ry house has a rear wing 

with a stone chimney base on the erxl. A fraioo bank barn arxi an extensively 

altered CCM barn, with an addition which was originally an early 20th century 

trolley shelter in Chevy Olase, Ma:rylarxi, are located on the q:.posite side of 

Price's Distillery Road. '!he distillery site on Bennett Creek was originally 

the location of a saw arxi grist mill owned by John COok in 1808 arxi in aboot 

1870 was converted to a distillery by Elijah Price. His son Levi (1831-1909) 

brought the distillery to its greatest success. Shortly after its p.JrChase by 

Gabriel u. Iawson, the Prohibition era began an:i the distillery was forced to 

close down. Its dismantlirg took place over several years fran the early 

1930's to the 1950's. '!he carplex is IOOderately significant for the 

architecture of the main dwelling an:i its interior decorative features arxi for 

the untested potential archeological inf onnation aboot the 19th century milling 

am distillirg iroustry which may exist in sul:Hrurface remains. 



F-7-15 
I.evi Price House an:i Distillery Site 
Urbana 
Frederick County 

HimoRIC rom'E>cr': 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE HisroRIC PRESERVATION PIAN ~ 

Geographic Organization: Piedrront 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carroll, Crederick, Howard, Montgcmery 
Counties, an:i Balt.i.m::>re City) 

Olronological/Developnent Period: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Irrlustrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'Ihemes 
Architecture, I.amscape Architecture an:i Ccmnunity PlanninJ 
F.conanic (Irx:lustrial) 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildirq an:i Site 

Historic Enviromnent: Rural 

Historic F\mction an:i Use: 
~c/sin;Jle dwellin;J/residence 
DoITestic/secondary structure/garage 
Dorrestic/secondary structure/SI1¥:>kehouse 
DoITestic/secondary structure/other deperdencies 
Agriculture/sutsistence/anilllal facility/barn 
Irrlustry/Processin;J/Ext.raction/manufacturin;J facility/mill 

KncMn Design Source: None; Interior fresco paintin;Js in principal 
dwellin;Js signed by J. Winter, Frederick, 1882 
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Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Levi Price House and Distillery Site 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2729 Price's Distillery Road 

city, town Urbana 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
-X- building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
---1L occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. F-7-15 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ not for publication 

6th 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Alfred w. and Jane M. Knowles 

street & number 2729 Price's Distillery Road telephone no. : 

city, town Clarksburg state and zip code MD 20734 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 770 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

,epository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
__x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
~unexposed 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-15 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDN'lRIBUl'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 6 

'!he I.evi Price House and Distillery Site is centered on a bJo-story frame and 
log dwellirg erected in two periods, the first al:out 1808 and the secom in 1882, 
its associated out:b.rlldin]s datirg fran the late 19th and early 2oth century 
including a stone water suwly tuildin], a frame meathalse, a frame garage, and a 
log and frame tenant hoose b.li.lt al:out 1840-1850, a frame and stone bank barn of 
al:out 1875, and a considerably altered and enlarged 1920's CON barn. '!he distillery 
site has no remainirg alx>v~ structures and its archeological potential has 
not been tested; hOW'ever, it was the site of a circa 1808 saw and grist mill v.nich 
became a distillery in al:out 1870 and was dem:>lished in the early 1930's. '!he 
property is located on the north and south sides of Price's Distillery Road east of 
its intersection with Green Valley Road (Mj. 75) near urbana, Frederick County, 
Maryland. '!he property is al:out one mile from the Frederick-Montgcmery County 
boundary and is geogratxrlcally nearer to Hyattstown, Montgcmery County, than to 
urbana. '!he principal dwellirg and the tenant hoose are located on the north side 
of Price's Distillery Road and the distillery site and the two barns are on the 
south side. '!he dwellirgs face south. Dates of the structures are based on 
architectural evidence, a dated interior inscription in the main dwellirg, personal 
interviews, historical maps, and land recx:>rds. 

'!he relationships be'bNeen the b.li.ldin]s in the cx:rcplex are shatm in tl. 
attached site plan, based on a sketch provided by Mr. Marion Iawson. 

Levi Price Hoose: '!he dwellin;J's principal elevation faces southwest toward Bennett 
Creek and the site of the distillery. '!he oldest section, believed to be a log 
hoose b.li.lt al:out 1808, is the two-story section located in the center of the facade 
between two gable-front additions b.li.lt in 1882. '!he date of the center section is 
based on the 1808 Varle map on v.nich the earliest mill on the site, Cook's Mill, is 
shown. A miller's hoose was presumably extant at that time. '!he three-bay center 
section has a side hall entrance and 2/2 windows v.nich probably replaced the 
original sash in the 1880's. '!he exterior of the hoose is covered with vinyl sidin] 
over gennan sidirg. '!he windows are flanked by IOOdern replacement shutters. 'Ihe 
dCXJnvay has a transan and sidelights and the dCXJr has arched roc>lded panels. '!he 
1882 gable sections have two bays in each, with 2/2 sash as in the center section. 
'!he cornice is bracketed and a pointed arch gable window is in each section. '!he 
rCXJf is corrugated metal. A one-story porch with TUscan columns extenjs across the 
entire facade and over the south elevation as well. '!he columns on the south 
elevation are m:xiern fluted metal. '!he vinyl sidirg conceals the paneled bases of 
jib windows in the two bays of each of the 1882 sections on the west elevation. '!he 
north and south elevations each have cross gables and the north elevation has a 
one-story projectirg, polygonal bay. '!he south elevation has a side entrance to the 
house and a third entrance to the kitchen occupyirg the east errl of the section. 
'!he east elevation of the hoose reveals a U-shaped plan, with the older center 
section recessed between the two 1882 wirgs. A two-story extension was added to the 
center section, probably durirg the 1880's 'WOrk. 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-15 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
~ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
~ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications __x_ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

c. 1808; 1882-1925 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: '!L_A B ~c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state ~local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Levi Price House an:l Distillery Site is nroerately significant in 
architecture for the design arrl interior features of the main dwelli.rg house, a 
conp::>site of an early 19th century log structure with 1882 wings featuri.rg a highly 
decorative frescoed center hall painted by a lcx::al artist, J. Winter. 'llle carplex 
is also IOOderately significant in irx:lustry as the site of an early 19th century 
grist arrl saw mill converted to a liquor distillery in about 1870 by Elijah Price. 
Under the amership of his son Levi Price (1837-1909), the distillery was highly 
successful in the late 19th arrl early 2oth century, reflected in the additions arrl 
decoration of the dwelli.rg. After Price's death, the distillery was p.irchased by 
'1e Lichtenstein Distilli.rg Ccmpany of Onnberlan:l, Marylan:l, an:i then by Gabriel U • 
..awson, l:::ut it was shut datm by the Volstead Act arrl the subsequent years of the 
Prohibition period. 'Ihe distillery ruildings were slowly dismantled over the years 
from about 1933 to the 1950's, with its materials bei.rg used in several ruildings in 
the Urbana vicinity. 

'Ihe arc:heological potential of the distillery site has not been tested arrl the 
dismantli.rg of the ruildings, datm to the dispersal of the fourrlation stones, may 
have damaged its integrity. Havever, sub-surface evidence arrl ~ artifact 
scatters dati.rg fran the early 19th century saw an:l gri!rt: mill may be intact, as 
well as historical ~c dcx::umentation of the distillery established in the 
early 1870's, which has not been researched in this survey. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-15 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Holdcraft, Jacob M. More Names In Stone: Cemetery Inscriptions From the Peripheral 

Areas of Frederick County privately published, Ann Arbor, Mi., 1972 
Land Records of Frederick County 
(Continued on separate sheet) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _8_a_c_r_e __ s ____ ~ 
Quadrangle name Urbana , Md. Quadrangle scale _l_:_2_4_o_o_o ___ _ 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I 8 W I I 1 I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

c LU ~I .............._ __ ! .__I ............... .........__...._ ..... D LJJ _I ~I ____ ! .._I -----------

E L..i_J I I _I ~~--
G Lij I I ~' _.__.._.__.. ...... 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 106, Parcel 44 

F LLI 
H LJ 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date December 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State 
Anna s, Maryland 21401 

) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



Levi Price House & Distillecy Site 
Frederick COlmty 

7 .1 Description {Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-15 

'Ille interior of the house has been considerably altered in wall finish and 
the floors are IOOStl.y carpeted, except in the center stair hall. 'lhe walls of 
the stair hall are carpletely covered with painted frescoes in the Renaissance 
Revival style, the -work of J. Winter of Frederick, who left his name, 
residence, and date unier the staircase. 'lhe frescoed walls originally were in 
evecy roan of the house, a~ to Mrs. Knowles, the anrent owner, and Mr. 
Marion Lawson, a resident of the house in the 1920 's and 1930' s. All except 
the work in the stair hall has been painted or covered with wallpaper. 'lhe 
center log section has a fireplace openin:J flanked by an arched aiph:>ard with a 
carved keystone detail. 'lhe mantelpiece is not original to the house, tut is 
in the Georgian style. Mrs. Knowles said that an iron fireback dated in the 
late 1770' s was in the fireplace openin:J prior to the renovation of the house 
in the late 1960's. In the north gable section, now the livin;J roan, is a 
carved and grained slate mantel of the 1880 's. 'Ille south gable section is the 
dining roan. 'Ille kitchen occupies the rear part of the south gable section, 
with a secorrlary staircase just inside the south entrance door. 

Water suwly l:uilding: 'Ille two-stocy stone structure just east of the 
southeast corner of the dwellin;J was l:uilt in the late 19th century to house 
the water supply to the house. It was brought to the l:uilding by a hydraulic 
ram in terra cotta pipes and stored in a tank urrler the gable roof which 
exterxJs over the south elevation. 'lhe roof projection is SUR;>Orted by brackets 
fran the walls and the face of the gable is covered with german siding. 'Ille 
uwei:- story of the l:uilding has 2/2 wirrlows in each elevation an:i a vertical 
board door in the south elevation. 'lhe pi: :sent lNOOd. stairway replaces a larger 
stair with rail:in;Js 'Which was rerooved due to deterioration. 'lhe lOINer level 
door is just below the staircase and opens to reveal a dug-out cellar 
originally cx:>ncealed below the floor, rerooved because of deterioration. 
According to Mr. Lawson, the cellar was used for CX>Ol storage of foods and the 
first story of the l:uilding was a wash house. 'lhe un:>er level was a general 
purpose darestic work roan. 'Ille hydraulic ram and the water equipnent were 
referred to in 1910 and 1953 deeds to the property. 

Meathouse: 'Ille frame meathouse has vertical board sidirg on all tut the 'WeSt 
elevation, 'Which has weatherboards and a projecting gable roof. 'Ille roof is 
corrugated metal. 'Ille door is battened vertical boards. It appears to date 
fran the last quarter of the 19th century. 

Garage: 'Ille frame garage was IlDVed to its present location fran the 
Cockey-Lawson House property (F-7-70) east of the Price House on Price's 
Distillecy Road in the 1920's. It has vertical board sidirg with double, 
cross-braced swing doors on the 'WeSt elevation. A later open-sided shed 
extension for equipoont storage was added in the 1930's. 

Tenant house, 2729A: 'Ille two-stocy frame tenant house is located northwest of 
the Price House at the northeast corner of the road intersection. It probably 
has log structure and is on a raised stone fourrlation with weatherboard siding 
over the un:>er structure. 'Ille 'WeSt elevation has three bays with a center 
entrance reached by a IOOdei:n entcy porch. 'Ille wirdows are 6/6 with replaceroont 



Levi Price House an::l Distillecy site 
Frederick County 

7 .2 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-15 

shutters. '!he gable roof is covered with corrugated netal. A one-story rear 
win;J on the east elevation has the base of an exterior stone chinmey still in 
place, irxticatin;J that the win;J is probably original to the structure. '!he 
date of the tenant house is probably alxut 1840-1850, tut further researdl on 
the history of the distillecy ccarplex an::l examination of the interior may place 
the date in the first quarter of the 19th century. 

Bank barn: '!he small frame bank barn is located on the south side of the road 
southeast of the Price House. It has weathered vertical sidinJ an::l a 
corrugated neta.l roof. '!he stall level on the west elevation was altered in 
the 1970's by the addition of half-timber an::l brick infill. A shed addition on 
the southeast gable en::l was probably l::uilt in the 1930's or 1940's. 'IWo 
vertical board doors are located near the north em of the lower level, one 
with cross bracin;J. A door with st.rap ~es is at the south em of the west 
elevation. '!he barn was probably l::uilt in the last quarter of the 19th 
century. 

Ct:IW barn an::l extension: '!he highly decorated frame structure located near the 
southwest conier of the bank barn was Wilt alxut 1923 as a CCM barn, with 
board an::l batten sidinJ an::l a gable roof. '!he southeast gable en::l originally 
contained doors openirg into the barnyard an::l a feed aisle door was near the 
northwest conier. In the late 1960's an::l early 1970's, the cow barn was 
extensively altered for use as a dwellin;J an::l architectural features such as 
half-timbers an::l brick infill, leaded wirrlows, a Colonial Revival door 
surrourxi, an exterior brick chinmey, an::l a cupola were added. In the late 
1970's or early 1980's, an early 20th century brick trolley shelter originally 
located in Oievy <llase, Marylan::l, was disassembled an::l reb.rilt adjoinin;J the 
west side of the cow barn. 



Levi Price House & Distillery Site 
Frederick County 

9 .1 Bibliogra?ly (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-15 

I.awson, Mr. Marion. Personal interview, Dec. 2, 1993 

Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
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