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F-7-23 
Bloansblry Forge 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1774-1787 

'!he stone dwellin;J b.lilt between 1774 arrl 1787 is the principal structure 

r~ at the site of the Bloansblry Forge, an iron finishin:;J manufactory 

established by the Jctmson brothers, 'lhaoas, James, Baker, am Roger am 

delegated to Roger's management arrl profit. '!he house was a siDple ~roan 

structure with outruildirgs whidl have not survived except for a log granary 

arrl a stone arrl frame bani whidl may be part of an earlier structure in the 

forge operations. '!he house was considerably altered in the early 1940's arrl 

again in the 1980 's, the first pericxi resultin;J in the construction of a 

stuccoed concrete bloc:::k 1-1/2 story addition on the west gable end arrl the 

1980 's pericxi in a frame SlD1 roan addition on the south elevation. '!he 

interior partition walls on eadl floor of the stone section -were rem::wed at an 

urrletennined date, leavin:J outlines on the original floorin;J which is still in 

place. '!he house is IOOderately significant in architecture as a vernacular 

residence of the late 18th century in whidl its original plan is still 

discernible arrl whidl retains an original vernacular mantelpiece, strap hi.n:Jes, 

a battened panel door on the south side of the house, arrl original trim at the 

It is also one of foor hooses in the Urbana Region milt duri.rg the 

pericxi about 1774-1812 associated with Roger Jctmson. '!he site of the forge is 

potentially significant, although untested, for information on the late 18th 

centUJ:y iron imustry in Frederick ca.mty, the forges arrl fmnaoes of the 

Jdmson brothers havi.nj been one of the first organized develq:ue;uts in 

imustry in the ooonty. 
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Bloanstmy Forge; Forge Farm 
Urbana 
Frederick COl.mty 

HISIORIC ~: 

Gec:Jgraptlc organization: Piednurt 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carrou, Frederick, Howard, M:>ntganery 
Chmties, am Baltinm:e city) 

Chronological/Develcpnent Period: 
Rural Agrarian Intensification, A.O. 1680-1815 

PrehistoricfHistoric Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I.amscape Architecture am cnrmmity Plarmin;J 
F.cx>ncmic (Irxiustrial) 

Resource Types: 

category: Building arrl site 

Historic F.nvirormelt: Rural 

Historic FUnction arrl Use: 
Dc:mestic/s~le dwell~/residence 
kjriculture/sul:sistetx:e/storaqe/granary 

Known Design Sc:urce: None 
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State Historic Sites Inventory 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name} 

historic Bloomsbury Forge; Forge Farm 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 8401 Peters Road 

city, town Urbana ~ vicinity of 

Survey No. F-7-23 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~ buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

·-_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
__K.._ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Karla L. Stoner 

street & number 8401 Peters Road telephone no. : 

city, town Frederick state and zip code Md. 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1121 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 82 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title MHT Inventory of Historic Properties F-7-23 

date 1976 __ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

..eposltory for survey records Md. SHPO 

city, town Crownsville state Md. 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 

_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 

_unexposed 

Survey No. F-7-23 

Check one 
___x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

Bloansbn:y Forge is a two-story stone dwellin;J blilt J:>ebr.1een 1775 am 1787 with 
a 1940's 1-1/2 story ccn::rete block side win;J am a 1980's SWl roan an the rear 
elevation, located on the south side of Peters Road aboot 1/2 mile sout:mwest of the 
intersection of 'Ihurston Road, near Urbana, Frederick coonty, Marylan:i. 'lhe house 
was extensively rehabilitated durin;J both the 1940 1s am the 1980 1s am work an the 
rear addition is continuin;J. '1he hoose has two remainin;J contr.il::utin;J outl::W.ldin;Js, 
a log granary am a stone am frame barn, part of which may have been a :ruildin;J 
associated with the Bloansb.try Forge, an iron pcocessin;J am finishin:;J factory :ruilt 
about 1774 on the north bank of Bennett creek, which runs south of the hoose. '1he 
forge site is believed to be in the vicinity of the barn, accordi.rg to a 1973 site 
plan of the farm, rut its ardleological potential has oot been tested. '!he prq>erty 
also contains two non-contrib.rt:in;J outl::W.ldin;Js. '1he current priooipal elevation of 
the house faces north. '!he dates of the :ruildin3s are based an ardrl:tectural 
evidence I lcx::::al histories I historical maps I am lan:i recx:>rds • 

'!he stone :ruildin;J has three bays an the first elevation an:i two an the secon::l 
story. An area of the fieldstone wall above the present entry pordl has been 
heavily repainted, suggestin;J that an q>enin:J was filled in at this point, rut no 
interior evidence to SJR) ([ t this theory has been omerved. Another possiblr 
explanation is that it was an area washed rut by a gutter failure or heavy sno 
n-elt. '1he door an:i wirrlow ~ have plain architraves with nortise an:i tenon 
joinery. '1he north door is a replacement of the 1940's period. 'lhe winiows are 9/6 
on the first story am 6/6 an the seccn:l. '!he roof is covered with o 11p:sition, 
replacirg a slate roof which was in place as late as 1959. '!he oornice is boxed arrl 
ai:pears to be a replacement ackied in the 1940' s period of rehabilitation. 'lhe 
chimneys are located at the interior gable erxis. By the early 1940's, frame shed 
additions had been added to both the north an:i south elevations, ooverirg the first 
story on each elevation. '!hey were in very deteriorated con:iitian by that tine an:i 
the owners fran 1943 to 1980, Mr. an:i Mrs. George Speer, remJVed them an:i :ruilt an 
entry porch on the south elevation. '!he rutline of the south elevation shed is 
visible in a barrl of weathered whitewash or paint on the exterior wall of the south 
elevation. '1he rest of the south elevation is ol::scured by the 1980's SWl roan with 
wcx:xi sidin;J, which replaced the 1940's porch. '!he original door an the south 
elevation has been retained as an interior door an:i has 6 panels an the outer side 

. with heavy battens on the inner side arrl original strap hirges. A shed dormer was 
added in the 1940's to the south roof slqie of the stone section. 'lhe east gable 
errl has no q>enin:Js, rut a slight d'large in the oolor arrl size of the stones above 
the cornice line suggests that an early alteration of the roof may have taken 
place. On the -west gable errl, the 1940's addition daninates the view of the stone 
wall, rut again, a subtle difference in the stone work is visible above the roof of 
the addition. '!he addition has a white stucco finish arrl two dormers on the north 
elevation. '!he two bays on the first story have 6/6 wimows with wcx:xi frames 
apparently made fran old wcx:xi pertlaps salvaged frcm a demolished addition or 
outbrlldin;J. On the south elevation is a shed donner. 

(Continued on separate sheet) 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-23 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
~ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications ..K._ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1774-1787 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: xA B xC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national ~state ~local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gen~ral statement of history and 
support. 

Bloomsl:my Forge is JOOderately significant in architecture for the late 18th 
century vernaa..U.ar design of the ctwellin:J, l::ui.lt by Roger Jdlnson beb.ieen about 1774 
and 1787. Although the haJse has been considerably altered in the 1940's and 
1980's, evidence of its original plan is still visible and an original mantelpiece, 
battened door, hin:Jes and interior trim and floorin:J have been retained. '1he haJse 
is one of at least fair stardin;J structures and two arc:heological sites in the 
Urbana Region associated with Roger Jchnsat (1749-1831), the ycurgest of the fair 
Jdmson brothers whose late 18th centmy i.rcn furnaces and fOZ"geS were anag the 
earliest develqnents of :rural iniustrial potential in Frederick CWnty. 'lhe siilt)l~ 
stone house was possibly l:uilt as the i.roomaster's hoose, alt:h::ojl sane local 
.tlstorians believe that Roger Jchnsat was him::elf the ironmaster and li~ in~ 
house prior to his 1781 marriage, after which he l::ui.lt a larger arrl finer residerx:e 
about a half mile to the north, r¥JW the Roger Jdlnson Hoose (F-7-18). '!he Other 
houses probably l:uilt by Roger Jdlnson are Rock Hall (F-7-2), about 18U, and the 
Richard Jcimson Hoose (F-7-16), a circa 1780 haJse enlarged about 1808-1815 for his 
oldest son. 

'!he property also has ardleological potential in the probable site of the 18th 
century forge, which is in:licated by a frame and stone barn, one of the two 
remaininJ outb.rilclin:js associated with the dwellin:J. Bloansrury (also documented as 
"Bloomsben:y" arrl "Bloansb.1rg11 ) was established on Bennett Creek in about 1774, 
although the date has also been reported as 1787, to finish the raw iron stWlied by 
the Johnsons' iron furnace on F'Unlace Brardl near the mouth of the Monocacy River, 
which is also a sub-surface site not yet evaluated. At about the saioo time, the 
Johnsons' nore fam::us catoctin F'Unlace was established on Hunting Creek north of 
Frederick. catoctin was supervised by James and Baker Jdlnson, as well as '1hanas 
Johnson, who later beca1re the first governor of Maryland, and stWlied cannon to the 
Continental Anrr:l during the Revolution. '!he Bennett Creek forge am another forge 
on Bush Creek were delegated to Roger Johnson. Accordi.rg to a RalJit Martz article 
in the Frederick News-Post in 1959, the Bloc:.usbJry Forge manufactured firebacks, 
nails, andirons, bar iral, arrl cookware as well as pig iral. '!he relative scarcity 
of iron ore in the lower Monocacy Valley ~y resulted in the decline of the 
forge's activity as it was inactive after about 1811. An 1859 deed makes no mention 
of irrlustrial activity, althrugh it was known in the late 19th arrl 20th centuries as 
"the Forge Farm" • 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-23 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Johnson, Monroe. The Johnson Family Genealogy. Compiled from papers of James 

Johnson, Jr. (1771-1850), et al, 1987. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
(Continued on separate sheet) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
5 acres Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md.-Va. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ l._._~----1 ~I_.___.___._ __ _._ oLJJ I I I I 
E l...LJ I I ._I _.__..~-- F Li..J I I 
G l...LJ I ~' _.___.___._ __ __ H LiJ I 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 105, Parcel 28 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date December 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historic 
Shaw House 
21 Stat rcle 
Ann is, Maryland 21401 

1) 269-2438 

MARYLAND HtSrOkCAL Tl{JST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMi\::UN!TY PLACE 
CROWNSV!LU: '· -~ ·1 'n~•v:i·1r.~ 

PS-2746 



Blocmsb.lry Forge; Forge Farm 
Frederick Coonty 

7 .1 Descriptioo (Ccntimed) 

SUrvey No. F-7-23 

'!he interior of the stone sectioo has been altered by the aa:titioo of 
insulatioo an:l drywall, alt:halgh the wird:Jw an:l door f:canes were retained. '1he 
in::reased depth of the wall is visible in a joint line in each win:k:w bay. '1he 
original plan had two roans oo the first story an:l two oo the sec:xni. At a 
date not yet determined, the inner partitiai wall oo each floor was reooved, 
rut the locatioo is visible in the floors, which retain their original ramcm 
width boards. 'lhe east roan has a mantelpiece featurirg an in:::ised vernacular 
floral IOOtif in the central panel of the frieze an:l a deeply 100lded mantel 
shelf. OJpboards flankirg the chimney were probably original, rut the doors 
are awarent!Y replacements of the 1940's. In the west erxi of the roan, the 
fireplace openirg is rx> le>nJe.r in use an:l has an ogee 100l<iin;J ~ it, 
possibly also fran the 1940's. No shelf or other mantel feature has survived. 
'!he narrow erx:losed wirrlin;J stair to the secorrl story was made slightly 
narrower at the first floor level because of the insulatioo awlicatian. On 
the sec:xni story, the cut.line of the remved wall su:;JgeSts that a small hall or 
l.an:iin3 was at the tq:> of the stairs, with the sirgle doorway to the dlamber 
near the center of the wall. No usable fireplace was awarent!Y in this roan. 
'!he attic has been ccupletely altered, havi.rg been used as an artist's studio 
by the Speers an:l reoodeled for a b::dICXlll by the current CMnerS, Mr. an:l Mrs. 
stoner. Its lc:M-ceilin;Jed scale an:l light originally canin;J Cl'lly fran the 2/2 
win:iows f~ the west erxi drimney suggest that it may have been for slaves 
or for children not sleepirg in the main dlamber oo the sec:xni story. '!he 
interior of the wi.rg contains a dinin:J roan an:l a lOOdern kitdlen. '1he 1973 
site plan irrlicates the locatioo of a separate snmner kitdlen west of the hoose 
which has not survived, as well as a stone famiatian to the southeast which is 
rx> lOJX3er visible above grourrl. 

Granary: 'lhe log granary is located southwest of the hoose an:l arrears to have 
been Wilt in the first quarter of the 19th century. It is rect:an:Ju1ar in plan 
with a famiation of stone piers raisirg the structure above grourrl level. '1he 
logs are IOOStly unchinked an:l the east an:l west gable ems are covered with 
sane late 19th century vertical sidirg an:l a few nDiern replacements. '!he 
gable roof is covered with corrugated nEtal. At the east gable erxi is a raised 
square openirg to a cross aisle with access to two sections separated by a 
center vertical log beam. '!he rest of the separatin:J wall has largely 
deteriorated. In about 1985, an open shed was added to the sa.rth. side of the 
granary, replacirg a deteriorated frame chicken hoose an the site. '!he granary 
is currently used for storage. 

Barn: '!he frame barn with a stone lower level is located sa.rth. of the granary 
at the edge of the fonne.r mill race shown an the 1873 map. '!he~ structure 
was l.ll'rloobtedly a replacement of the mid or late 19th century oo a stone 
structure associated with the forge. '!he openirq; oo the stone lower level are 
a doorway near the southwest cmner an:l a wirrlow openirg near the southeast 
cmner. A wider doorway is on the east elevation. '!he roofline of the~ 
sb:ucture is an uneven low gable with a slopirg shed to the north elevation. 

Forge site: 'lhe possible site of the forge may be a depression in the flat 
field east of the barn, rut the 1973 site plan sketch shcMs it as beirg 
awrorlmately an the site of the barn. Archeological testirg may reveal the 
locations of the major structures of the forge. 



BlOCIDSWry Forge; Forge Farm 
Frederick ca.mty 

9 .1 Bibliogra?iy (Continued) 
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F-7- 23 
Bloomsbury Forge 
Frederick County 
Site plan dated April 11, 1973 
Scale : 1/2 inch = 50 ft . approx . 
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