
F-7-56 
Samuel Schwartz Farmstead 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1883-ca. 1930 

'lhe Sam1el Schwartz Farmstead is centered on a circa 1883 frame d\Vellirg 

with exterior details in the ~ Anne style an:l its outbrl.ldirgs, which 

include a log sprin3house cont:enporary with the hoose an:l frane agricultural 

outbrl.ldirgs, ain:D3' which are a bank barn, a carriage hoose, a wagon shed/com 

crib, a hog barn, a tool shed, an:l a dairy barn an:l milk hoose. '1he farmstead 

is minimally significant in archltecture for the exterior integrity of the 

house, which retains gennan sidin], a shirgled cross gable arrl a bargeboard 

decoration, an:l for the variety of agricultural outbrl.ldin] types ran:rirg in 

date fran 1883 to about 1930. Although IOOSt of the outbrl.ldirgs are 

deteriorated, their exterior form an:l appearance has not been significantly 

altered. Sanuel Schwartz bought a 117-acre parcel of "'lhe Resurvey on '!he 

Hope" fran the Murdock family in 1883 an:l the farmstead was established about 

the sane time. 
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Sanl.lel Schwartz Farmstead 
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HISIDRIC cx:NrE>cr': 

MARYIAND <XM'REHENSIVE HISIDRIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Geograiiric Organization: Piedroont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carro11, Frederick, Howard, Montgaiery 
camties, am Baltiloore city) 

Olronological/Develcpnent Period: 
In:iust.rial/Urban Daninance, A. D. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I.amscape Architecture, Chmlmity Plannirg 

Resource Type: 

category: Buildin:J 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic F\Jnction & Use: 
Danestic/sirgle dwellirg/residence 
Danestic/secx:>mary structure/other deperxiencies 
Agriculture/sul:sisten:::e/animal facility/bani 
Agriculture/sul:sisten:::e/storage/granary 

Known Design Source: None 
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'' Maryland Historical Trust 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic Samuel Schwartz Farmstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2923 Roderick Road 

city, town Urbana 

state Marylantl 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
~ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 

_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes x no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Richard, Jr., and Suzanne Waterman 

street & number 2923 Roderick Road telephone no. : 

city, town Frederick state and zip code MD 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 999 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 613 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
~fair 

Check one 
~ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-56 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDN1RIBUI'ING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 10 

'!he Sanuel Schwartz Fann.stead is an originally agricultural cx:nplex now 
principally a private residence centered on a circa 1883 frame dwrel.ling of two 
stories with Queen Anne style details arrl its associated agricultural outb.tlldirgs 
:wilt frcm about 1883 to 1930. '1he farmstead is located on the east side of 
Roderick Road about two miles west of Urbana, Frederick county, Marylarrl. '!he house 
faces west arrl the outl:uildirgs are located in a scattered semi-circle alorq a lower 
slq>e arrl gently rolling open pasture south arrl southeast of the house. '!he 
outl:uildirgs include two banls, a wagon shed/com crib, a deteriorated stone 
sprin;Jhouse, a carriage house, a probable shcp or tool shed, a hog barn, arrl a dairy 
barn arrl milk house. '!he dates of the :ruildirgs are base:l on ardritectural details 
arrl larrl records. 

'1he clW'elling has a three-ba.y west elevation with a central cross gable arrl a 
one-story porch. '!he exterior is covered with german si~ an:i the surface of the 
cross gable is pattenied wood shingles. A scroll-sawn bargeboard oniaments the 
gable. '1he roof is stan::li.rg seam metal an:i interior em. chllnneys rise at the north 
an:i south elevations. '!he win:iows are 2/2, includi.n:J a rourrl-arched gable wirrlow on 
the west elevation. '!he secorxl story center bay has a pair of 1/1 narrC1.t1 win:iows. 
'!he center entrance has a glazed panel door with sidelights. '!he porch ha 
chamfered posts arrl scroll-sawn brackets. Plain square balusters link the posts am. 
the deck is wood. '1he north elevation has two bays with 2/2 sash arrl single pane 
attic win:iows. EKt:eniinJ frcm the east elevation of the house is a two-section rear 
wing, the center section of which has two stories an:i the eastern section has 1-1/2 
stories. '!he lower section has a corrugated metal roof. On the north side of the 
tWo-story section is a one-story projection with ast'halt CULlfXISition si~ an:i a 
4/4 wi.niow, probably l:uilt as a pantry off the kitchen. '!he south elevation of the 
wing has a two-story open porch crossing the two bays of the center section arrl 
exten:ti.ng over the south elevation of the 1-1/2 story section. '!he porch has a 
plain railing on the secorxl level. '1he 1-1/2 story section has a four-panel door 
arrl a flanking wirrlow bay. 'lbe wood deck of the ·porch on this section has been 
replaced. '!he interior of the house retains nuch of its original door arrl wi.rrlow 
trim an:i a Renaissance Revival staircase an:i newel of the type fourrl in many late 
19th century :ruilders' suwly catalogs. '1he originally narrow center hall has been 
altered by the reooval of the wall on the south side of the house. 

Carriage house: A frame l:uil~ located south of the house ~ to have been 
:wilt in the 1880 's as a carriage house. It has vertical si~ am a conugated 
metal roof with an open gable em. on the east. A side shed awears to have been the 
harness room or the l::uggy shed. A stair at the rear of the main section interior 
leads up to a loft probably used for feed an:i hay storage. 

Tool shed or shcp: I.Dcated inmerliately south of the carriage house is < 
deteriorated frame shed, also dating frcm about the 1880's. Its location an.. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-56 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ an:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
__ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Ca. 1883-Ca. 1930 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B xc D 

A B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 

suppo11be Sanuel Schwartz Fannstead is minbnal.ly significant in architecture for the 
generally intact exterior of the main dwellirg, a typical exanple of the vernacular 
house with Queen Anne details, an:l for the variety of out:h.rlldirgs associated with 
the house. '!he house has the three-bay, cross~led facade with shin;Jled surfaces 
am gable ornamentation which are ccmoon elements in rural haJses of the last 
quarter of the 19th centw:y. '!he out:h.rlldirgs are IOOStly in deteriorated corx:lition, 
rut most retain their original f o:rm an:l materials am illustrate the flmctions of 
the niral farmstead in the late 19th c::entmy. 

'lhe property was part of the Murdock family holdirgs, a large tract of the 
1esurvey on '!he Hope" an:l was plrChased in an awrorlmately 117-acre parcel by 

.:>amUel G. Sdlwartz m 1883 as a result of an equity case involvirg the MurdOCk 
property. Schwartz am his clescen:3ants retained the fa:rm until the mid-1950 1s. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-56 

Land Records of Frederick County 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ 5_a_c_r __ e_s ___ _ 
Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md. -Va. Quadrangle scale l: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU 11, I 
Zone Easting Northing 

B w '=""I ~I :-"--! ---~' I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

I I I I I 

c L.LJ ._I ......___..__..._ __ D LJJ !....._.__I ......_ __ 1 l ............. ...L.-....1_--..._ 
E l..J_J ._I ......___.. ____ _ 

F LLJ ............ I _.__. ................ 

G l..J_J _I ------
H l.iJ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 105, Parcel 81 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date November 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State c· e 
Annapo · , Maryland 21401 
(3 269-2438 

MARYLAND HtSTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNsv:;__Lt, MD 21032-2023 - - - - '.('"\ 

PS-2746 



Sanu.el Schwartz Farmstead 
Frederick COlmty 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-56 

general form suggest that it was a tool shed or work shop, the equivalent of a 
blacksmith shop, although no evidence of a forge or exterior chllnney was 
ob;erved. It has vertical sidin;J arxi a door on the east elevation. '1he gable 
roof is cornigated metal. 'lhe interior has \VOl:'k tables arxi shelves alon;J the 
walls. 

Wagon shed/com crib: '1he frame wagon shed/com crib located down slqle sa.rth 
of the house arxi in a pasture which contains the rest of the art:brlldin;Js. '1he 
structure was l::uilt in the 1880's or 1890's. '1he exterior sidin;J is board arxi 
batten on the north elevation with vertical laths on the east arxi west sides of 
the cribs. '1he roof is cornigated metal. 

Springhouse: '1he deteriorated log springhouse is located at the sout:herrmost 
edge of the agricultural a.rt:b.ri.ldin;J group. It has an exterrled gable roof over 
the southwest elevation, arxi a win:b.N openin;J is visible on the north 
elevation. 'lhe roof is corrugated metal. '1he lo:;J structure suggests an 
earlier date than the other l::uildin;Js in the ccnplex, which are all frame; 
however, no documentary evidence to suax>rt this theocy has been fourrl. A 
possible explanation may be that the springhouse was l::uilt with available 
materials as one of the first arxi IOOSt inp:>rtant l::uildin;Js in the farmstead, 
fulf illirg the need withcut the expense of milled lumber. 

Bank barn arxi En;Jlish barn: '1he frame bank barn has vertical sidin;J arxi a 
corrugated metal roof. On the east elevation, adjacent to the stalls is a 
non-cx:>11Lr.i.b.Itirg loafirg shed. '1he barn was probably l::uilt durirg the period 
1883-1890. '1he En;Jlish barn, a secorrl barn structure withcut the overshot 
forebay of the German style bank barn, also has vertical sidin;J with battens on 
the west elevation arxi a corrugated metal roof. Its date is not certain, rut 
it was IOOSt likely l::uilt in the first quarter of the 20th centw:y. 

Ho:r barn: '1he deteriorated structure is located east of the bank barn arxi was 
not closely observed. However, its location in relation to the other 
agricultural l::uildin;Js arxi general form strorgly suggest that it was l::uilt as a 
hog pen. It has vertical arxi board arxi batten sidin;J arxi a cornigated metal 
roof. It was probably l::uilt abrut 1920-1930. 

Dairy barn arxi milk house: '1he frame daicy barn arxi rusticated concrete block 
milk house are located sa.rth of the bank barn. '1he date of the structures is 
tmClear; :t:iavever, the milk house is typical of the 1920's. '1he daicy barn with 
a frame structure is unusual because roost of the separate daicy barns tuilt in 
the 20th centw:y were concrete block or terra cotta tile. '1he bvo structures 
were not closely examined arxi further information on dates may be revealed by 
interior otservation. A non-contr.i.b.Itirg concrete block silo is located next 
to the daicy barn. 
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