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Gambrill House (Boscobel) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

 

Last Updated: 01-31-2013 
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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Gambrill Farm is on Brush Creek where it joins the Monocacy 
River and is within the National Register boundary of Monocacy 
National Battlefield. The Gambrill House, "Boscobel" is on a 
hillside overlooking Brush Creek and Maryland Route 355. 

"Boscobel is a three-story brick mansion with mansard roof and 
central tower. Its high style Second Empire Victorian decoration 
makes it significant for its rural location. Yet its rear ell 
with two storied galleried rear porch within the ell is a typical 
feature of a western Maryland house type and is without 
ornament. The facade, two sides and central tower are richly 
ornamented. 

The principal 5-bay facade faces northwest. Its central entrance 
bay projects as the lower part of a 4 1/2 story mansard-roofed 
rectangular tower. A one-story porch across the front has a 
broad projecting central bay-ornamental square columns with 
scroll brackets, a single-bracketed cornice, and a balustraded 
flat roof with urn-and-ball finials topping the corner posts. 
Paired entrance doors are in a round-arched opening. Front 
windows at the first floor come almost to the floor level. 

The tower is ornamented at the second story level by a tall 
square-headed window under a heavy bracketed hood which is in 
turn sheltered by a projecting balcony supported by scrolled 
brackets at the third floor. The third floor tower opening is 
round-arched with a molded hood and an elaborate finial. 

Centered in the 7-bay northeast facade is a slightly projecting 
pseudo tower with single-bay, one-story porch at the secondary 
entrance. A one-story projecting bay window with narrow 
bracketed cornice is in the far right bay and matches a similar 
window in the left bay of the southwest facade. First and 
second story windows on the major facades are square headed with 
ornamented segmental panels and molded hoods above. They have 
both interior and exterior shutters. 

Cornices under the mansard roofs have heavy paired brackets and a 
pattern of V-shaped dentils. Mansard roofs have a horizontal 
band of fish scale slates. Dormers are round-arched with hood 
moldings and fleur-de-lys finial. 

The common bond brick walls are painted buff; exterior woodwork 
is white except for the shutters which are black. 
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The interior of the house is architecturally important. The 
entrance hall is richly ornamented with a carved newel post and a 
continuous Victorian balustrade from the first to the third 
floor. There are imported marble mantles with richly carved 
fruit ornament in the south downstairs parlour to the right of 
the entrance hall. To the left of the entrance is a library and 
large dining room. The downstairs ell contains kitchen and 
service area. 

The house has four principal bedrooms on the second floor and 
four on the third, two on each side flanking the second and third 
story stair hallways, which are identical in commodious size as 
the entrance hall. The second floor doorways open on the 
roofs of the front and northwest facade porches. The rear ell 
forms a service wing with two additional bedrooms and servants 
stairway to the kitchen. At the first floor landing of the 
central stairway, a door opens out to the second floor gallery of 
the two story rear ell porch. 

A full basement is part of the original construction. 

Although adaptation to modern requirements involved the 
installation of several bathrooms and additional kitchen, most 
of the original interior spaces are uncompromised. There are 
five bedrooms on each of the upper two floors. Dormer windows on 
each side of the tower room provide broad views in each 
direct ion. 
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The Gambrill house, "Boscobel" is a richly ornamented but 
conservative interpretation of the Second Empire style. It is 
significant in that it represents a style of architecture that 
was rarely used in its "high style" form in rural Maryland . 
"Boscobel" is also significant for its assocation with James 
Gambrill for whom the house was erected. Gambrill as owner of 
both Araby Mill and the Frederick City Mill, was an important 
figure in Frederick County's industrial history. Under the 
criteria of significance for a National Register eligible 
property, "Boscobel" is eligible under Criterion "C" - embodying 
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction and also under criterion "B" association with the 
lives of persons significant in our past. 

"Boscobel" was built by James H. Gambrill as his principal 
residence between 1868 and 1873. The name Boscobel means 
"beautiful forest" in Italian. There was an earlier Gambrill 
house which according to tradition was burned during the Civil 
War. James H. Gambrill had purchased the Gambrill farm in 1856 
from Colonel J. Pearson who established the Araby Mill on the 
site in 1830. Mr. Gambrill operated Araby Mill and enlarged it, 
becoming a prosperous Frederick County merchant and manufacturer. 
A native of Howard County, Maryland, Gambrill moved to Frederick 
County in 1849. In 1878, Gambrill enlarged his business by the 
purchase of the Frederick City Mill, thus increasing his 
production to forty-five thousand barrels of flour per annum. In 
his time, Mr. Gambrill was one of the most distinguished business 
men of Frederick County.1 The property remained in Gambrill 
family ownership until December 6, 1897 when Minnie Leigh Mercer 
bought the property. Since that time, the property went through 
various ownerships until Earl Vivino sold the tract to the 
Federal Government in the early 1980s for inclusion into Monocacy 
National Battlefield. /T T.J.C. Williams and Folger McKinsey, 
Historic of Frederick^County Maryland (Baltimore: Regional 
Publishing Company, 1979) P.1056^/ 
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Mr. Gambrill built "Boscobel: on a hill above the mill, and it 
remains a county showplace. The house is architecturally 
significant as an early intact example of Second Empire 
architecture, with distinctive tower, hooded windows, and mansard 
roof. It is a very high style expression for its rural location. 
The entrance hall and stairway and first floor rooms with marble 
mantles are extremely fine and significant. High ceilings, 
decorative plasterwork and a large walnut three story staircase 
add to the interior features. 

The house is locally significant for its architectural style and 
locally significant for its association with James H. Gambrill. 

Though it has been severely altered to the point of being no 
longer eligible for the National Register, the nearby Araby or 
Gambrill Mill served as a Federal hospital during the Battle of 
Monocacy on July 9, 1864. The family of James H. Gambrill had 
gone to join the family of C. Keefer Thomas, to hide in the 
Thomas cellar during the Battle of Monocacy. James H. Gambrill 
stayed on at the Araby Mill during the battle. The mill was to 
the right and a little to the rear of the Federal line and 
somewhat out of the line of fire, though several Confederate 
shells fell in close proximity. In the first firing of the 
morning's battle, several men of the 87th Pennsylvania Regiment 
were severely wounded while the regiment lay in the yard in front 
of Gambrill's house and one or two were killed near Gambrill's 
mill . 

Only portions of the stone walls of the Gambrill or Araby Mill 
remain. The alterations that were made some years ago to convert 
the mill into a residence drastically compromise the integrity 
of the design, materials, and workmanship that create the feeling 
and association with a 19th century mill (see enclosed letter of 
November 5, 1984 from the Maryland State Historic Preservation 
Officer). Because of its compromised integrity, the Gambrill 
Mill is lacking in National Register eligibility and not included 
in this nomination. 

Monocacy National Battlefield which contains the Gambrill Farm is 
already listed on the National Register. The purpose of this 
nomination is to delineate the National Register qualifications 
of "Boscobel," the Gambrill House, which having architectural and 
local historical significance on its own, lies outside of the 
historic scene period of the battle of Monocacy. 
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Addendum 

Number 8 Page 5 

Gambrill House and Mill ( F - 7 - 0 5 8 ) 

The Gambrill house and mill are located to the east of Route 355 and the Monocacy River and 
south of Bush Creek. The house, built in 1872, is located on the southern, high ground of the 
property and faces north towards the Monocacy River. It is a three-story Second Empire style 
brick mansion. It forms an L-shape with five bays across the front and seven across the side with 
a mansard roof. The exterior is intact; the interior was altered in the 1960s when part of the 
building was used as a medical clinic, but important original features remain. The mill is a 40' 
by 45', three story stone building. Across the lane was a house, which has since been 
demolished. 

The National Park Service acquired the 134.36-acre property in 1981. 

The property was originally owned by James Marshall. He sold it to John McPherson, who built 
the mill in 1830, a year before he established the Araby farm. In 1855, McPherson sold the tract 
to James H. Gambrill. During the Battle of Monocacy, the mill was at the center of battle and 
served as a field hospital. In the early 1900s, the mill was converted to a house by removing the 
upper story and converting the roof from gabled to hipped. The National Park Service acquired 
the 134.36-acre property in 1981 and used the remaining portion of the mill as the headquarters 
and visitor's center of the Monocacy National Battlefield until a new visitor's center was 
constructed in 2007; the building now holds staff offices. 

Lewis Farm 

The Lewis Farm is along the east side of Baker Valley Road, opposite Araby and north of 1-270. 
The farmstead sits on high ground, broken ridge land not as suitable for farming as the lands 
closer to the Monocacy River. The house, dating from the 1850s and apparently constructed in 
two sections, faces west toward Baker Valley Road. It has five bays and a sheet metal roof with 
chimneys at the north gable and center. The barn, southeast of the house, is a frame closed 
forebay bank barn sheathed in vertical board siding. Its walls are embellished with Victorian 
arched-top louvered ventilator openings, suggesting that the barn was built around 1880. A 
frame wagon shed and corncrib stands north of the barn, with vertical siding on the gable walls 
and horizontal siding on the sides. The frame springhouse, east of the wagon shed, has vertical 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Boscobel is a three story brick mansard roofed ell shaped common bond brick 
building which faces west from the north side of Route 355 in Araby. It is 
detached from any other buildings but is related to Araby Mill located north
west of the house. 

The principal facade is five bays wide, the main entrance door is located 
in the third bay. It is a double door with arched windows and two panels inset 
under an arched entrance way with bracketed hood and recessed paneling. Occupying 
the remaining bays on the first level are triple hung six pane windows with 
full length louvered shutters and Victorian segmental arches. 

An open porch with decorative columns and scrolls extends over the first 
level on the west side of the building. 

The second level is five bays wide; double hung 2/2 windows with louvered 
shutters and Victorian segmental arches identical to those on the first level 
are located in the first, second, fourth, and fifth bays. Only one shutter is 
located on the first and fourth bay. A triple hung 2/2 window with large 
segmental Victorian hood and decorative brackets is located in the third bay. 
A decorative wood railing with posts and finials surrounds the deck of the 
porch on the first level. 

The third level is three bays wide, two Victorian round 2/2 dormer windows 
with arched hoods and finials are located in the first and third bays. A large 
arched six pane window with arched hood and decorative finial is located in the 
second bay on either side with recessed brickwork and opening onto a one bay 
balcony with wooden railing. A brick extension tower, located in the third 
bay on the first two levels and the second bay on the third level is one bay 
wide on the fourth level and is decorated by a slate mansard roof with a 
Victorian round 2/2 dormer window with arched hood and finial on all four sides. 
The main roof on the third level is slate mansard with a center band of decor
ative fishscale slate work which continues around the rest of the building. 

The roof is attached by a boxed cornice with decorated frieze and numerous 
decorative scrolled brackets. The main building is constructed on a random 
stone foundation, the porches are built on a brick foundation. 

The north side of the building is seven bays wide. An entrance with a 
pseudo-tower is located in the fourth bay in the first and second level. The 
door is a four panel door with five light transom, three side lights, a bracketed 
hood and recessed paneling; a one bay entrance porch over the door extends to 
the north. A four bayed window with narrow 1/1 windows and a flat roof with 
small decorative brackets is located in the seventh bay. Double hung 2/2 
windows with louvered shutters and Victorian segmental arches are located in 
the remaining bays. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Set on a hill overlooking the city of Frederick is Boscobel, an outstanding 
example of the Second Empire Style of architecture. The name Boscobel means 
"beautiful forest" in Italian. 

The house was built for James Gambrill, Sr., around 1868, as a private 
residence. Many of the mansard characteristic details are exemplified in 
Boscobel, such as a slate mansard roof with decorative brackets, central tower 
and ornamental dormer windows. 

High ceilings, Italian marble fireplaces, decorative plasterwork, and a 
large walnut three story staircase are interior features. Several pieces of 
the original furniture are still located in the house. 

Gambrill, a native of Howard County, Maryland, moved to Frederick in 1849 
and soon became a prosperous businessman in the milling and grain business. 
In 1856 Gambrill bought Araby Mill and probably an adjacent house from George 
Delaplaine for $10,000. 1 At some point after this the old house burned and 
Boscobel was built in 1868. 2 

The house was lighted by gas with a generating plant located in the basement. 
A separate summer kitchen and several other buildings which are no longer standing 
were located to the east of the house. 

Today, Boscobel is still used as a single family residence. 

1 Frederick County Land Records, Liber ES 6, Folio 405 

2 History of Frederick County, Maryland, T.J.C. Williams, p. 1056 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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DESCRIPTION - Page 2 BOSCOBEL - Earl A. and Jean J. Vivino 

On the second level in the fourth bay is a replaced door with three light 
transom, six pane side light and bracketed hood. In the remaining bays are 
double hung 2/2 windows with segmental Victorian arched lintels and louvered 
shutters. One shutter is missing in the third bay. 

Located in the second bay on the third level is a large triple hung 
six pane round Victorian dormer window with arched hood, and decorative scrolls 
inset into a pseudo-tower. In the remaining four bays are four Victorian round 
dormer windows with decorative finials. 

The south side of the main building is two bays wide. In the first bay 
on the first level is a four bayed window identical to that on the north side 
of the building. The window in the second bay on the first level and both 
windows on the second level are double hung 2/2 windows with identical decora
tive work as those on the north and west sides. 

The east side of the main building is three bays wide. In the third bay 
from the southeast corner is a four panel entrance with one light and plain 
wooden lintel. Located in the remaining two bays are double hung 2/2 windows 
with plain wooden lintels and louvered shutters. On the second level a door 
is located on the second and third bays from the southeast corner. The door 
in the third bay is a four panel door with two glass panes. On the third level 
are two round Victorian windows identical to those on the third level in other 
parts of the house. 

On the south side of the rear extension of the house one entrance is located 
on the first level which is four bays wide. It is located in the second bay from 
the west side and is a four panel door with a one light transom and plain wooden 
lintel. Two double hung 6/6 windows with plain wooden lintels are located in the 
first and third bay. An additional window was located in the fourth bay but has 
been recently bricked closed. 

On the second level are three entrances, in the first, third and fifth bays. 
Each of these doors is paneled with three light transoms and plain wooden lintels. 
Double hung 6/6 windows with louvered shutters and plain wooden lintels are located 
in the second and fourth bays. Two round Victorian replaced windows with identical 
decoration to other such windows on the building are located on the third level. 
A large two story open porch with wood railing on the second level is located on 
the east and south side of the rear extension of the house. 

The east end of the building is two bays wide, a modern door with three 
light transom and plain wooden lintel is located in the second bay from the 
southeast corner. Modern 6/6 windows with louvered shutters and plain wooden 
lintels are located in the remaining bay on the first level and both bays on 
the second level. There are no windows on the third level. 

Three inside brick chimneys are located in the house. Two are parallel 
in the center main section of the building, directly behind the west tower. 
The third chimney is located near the end of the east extension. The house is 
generally in excellent condition. 
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Maryland Historical Trust 

5 November 198A 

Mr. Robert Stanton 
Regional Di rec tor 
National Capital /Regi6n 
National ParkcService 
1100 Ohio Drive, S. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20242 

Re: Araby Mill (F-7-57) 
Boscobel (F-7-58) 
Urbana v i c i n i t y 
Frederick County 

Dear Mr. Stanton: 

Thank you for the draf t nomination for Araby Mill and Boscobel. As 
s ta ted in my l e t t e r of 28 April 1983, I be l ieve that Boscobel i s e l i g i b l e 
for l i s t i n g in the National Register of His tor ic P laces . The house, as a 
r i ch ly ornamented but conservative i n t e rp re t a t i on of the Second Empire s t y l e , 
i s an example of a type of a rch i tec ture that was r a re ly used in i t s "high 
s t y l e " form in r u r a l Maryland. Boscobel i s a l so important for associa t ion 
with James Gambrill for whom the house was e rec ted . Gambrill, as owner of 
both Araby Mill and the Frederick City Mi l l , was an important f igure in Frederick 
County's i n d u s t r i a l h i s t o ry . 

I do no t , however, believe that Araby Mill i s e l i g ib l e for l i s t i n g in 
the National Register because of problems with i t s i n t e g r i t y . The building 
c lear ly has h i s t o r i c s ignif icance both as a nineteenth century mi l l and for 
use as a hosp i t a l during the Bat t le of Monocacy. The a l t e r a t i ons that were 
made some years ago to convert the mi l l into a house d r a s t i c a l l y compromise 
the i n t e g r i t y of the design, ma te r i a l s , and workmanship that c rea te the 
feel ing and associa t ion with a nineteenth century m i l l . 

Please do not h e s i t a t e to contact me should you have questions in t h i s 
mat te r . 

J . Rodney L i t t l e 
Sta te His tor ic Preservation Officer 

. JRL/RLA/pc 

Shaw House, 21 State Circle, Annapolis, Maryland 2 1401 (301 )269-22 1 2, 269-2438 
Department of Economic and Community Development 































F-7-058 
Gambrill House (Boscobel House) 
4801 Urbana Pike (MD 355), Frederick 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

North elevation 

Northwest facade 
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Gambrill House (Boscobel House) 
4801 Urbana Pike (MD 355), Frederick 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

East elevation 

South elevation 
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Gambrill House (Boscobel House) 
4801 Urbana Pike (MD 355), Frederick 
Jennifer K. Cosham, 26 April 2006 

West elevation 
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