
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
F-7-66 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

St. Ignatius Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East side of Rt. 80 (Fingerboard Road) 
CITY. TOWN 

Urbana _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

.X.-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

_)(PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK JN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_JN PROCESS --X-YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Catholic Church of Urbana 
STREET & NUMBER 

6th E. D. 7 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Frederick 
COUNTY 

Map 96 P 153 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA~K 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT X_RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_ TRANSPORTATiON 

_OTHER 

1100 One Charles Cente 
CITY. TOWN 

ial timore, Maryl and 21201'1c1N1TY oF 

STATE , zip co e 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 
Frederj ck County Court HO!ISP 

Court St. 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Frederjck Md 2l?Ql 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

__ :-'-----------------------------------------~ DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



II DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

XGOOD 

-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ULTERED 

f-1- ~ l 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE---

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

St. Ignatius Church is a l 1/2 story rectangular shaped frame building 
with a gable roof which faces west on the east side of Rt. 80. 

It is a functioning church and is detached frfJTI any other buildings. However, 
there is a cemetery to the east and south side of the building. 

The principal facade is 3 bays in width but, the 1st and 3rd bays are 
unoccupied. The 4 panel main entrance door which is unusually wide is located in 
a two step gabled entrance porch with an iron railin~which extends from the west 
side of the building in the second bay. A gothic 2/Z window is located above the 
door on the second level. The tin roof is finished off by a plain boxed cornice 
with return. A belfry tower with a slate roof straddles the gable on the west side. 
The building is built on a foundation of high random rubble stone. 

The south side of the church which is 3 bays wide has 2 windows in the 1st and 3rd 
bays art each level. These 2/2 windows have plain trim with louvered shutters. 
lThe shutters are missing in the first level) There is a door in the second bay on 
the 1st level with wooden steps. An inside single brick chimney is located on 
the northeast corner of the roof. 

The north and south sides are similar being 4 bays wide. On the first level, the 
windows are located on the 2rd, 3rd, and 4th bays. These 9/6 windows have 
louvered shutters and plain trim. The only windows on the second level are in the 
northeast corner and the southeast corner. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .X-RELIGION 

_1400-1499 --ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 --AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

_18Q0-1699 --ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 --ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_x 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c. 1876 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

. By 1875~ a small Catholic congregation had begun worshippingtogether in 
pr1vate homes 1n and around Urbana, and eventually St. Ignatius Church evolved 
as an outlying mission of St. John's Church in Frederick. l 

The land for a church was deeded to James Roosevelt Bayley, Archbishop of 
Baltimore by Charles Dronenberg and Ann Rebecca Dronenberg on May 17, 1876 for $130. 
2soon after this date the existing church building was constructed under the direction 
of Father John Gaffney. 

It is believed by many that Ignatius Toodle, a legendary Black leader helped 
to organize the church and raise the needed funds for its construction although 
it has never been documented. 

While under the ministry of Father B. McCabe, the parish expanded 
its facilities. 

A cemetery, which contains the graves of many of the prominent local 
families including Ignatius Toodle is located to the south and east of the building. 

l. History of Frederick County, p. 498 
2. Frederick Foundations, Rel1gion in Frederick County 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

~istory of Frederick County, Regional Publishing Co., 1967, Baltimore, Md . 
. J.C. Williams, P. 498. 

Frederick News-Post, Frederick Foundations, December, 1975. 

CONTINUE ON SEf ARJ\TE SHEET IF NECESS.AaY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ___ 1'---'-A....,.c,......r_,._e __ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

Cherilyn Wj del 1 3/8177 
ORGANIZATION 

Frederick County Planning Corrmission 663-8300 Ext 266 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

East Church St .• Winchester Hall 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Frederick 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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