
F-7-70 
Cockey-Iawson House 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1815 

'!he COCkey-Iawson House is a two-story brick haJse l::ui.lt about 1815 with 

considerable alterations in the Italianate style about 1850-1870, an:l recent 

additions still on-goin:J in 1993. '!he five-bay nortlnrJest elevation has an 

ard1ed an:l fanlighted center entrance flanked by 4/ 4 wirrla'1s. A central 

pedllnent with a fanlight in the roof was probably an addition alon;J with the 

bracketed Italianate cornice, an:l a one-stocy polygonal bay on the east gable 

errl during the mid-19th century. A one-stocy porch on the west gable errl was 

enclosed with casement wirrlows, possibly in the early 20th century. In 1993, a 

two-stocy addition filled in the an;Jle between the main section an:l the 

two-stocy rear wing. '!he haJse was probably originally l::ui.lt by Williams 

COCkey, who pn:-chased a large parcel frcm 'Ihanas Cook, then runnirg the mill 

nearby whidl became Price's Distillecy in the mid-19th century. Cockey may have 

also been in :blsiness in the mill. By the early 1870's, the house had been 

a~ed by James U. Iawson an:l several generations of the Iawson family lNOrked 

at the distillecy while occupyin:J the brick halse. '!he Italianate alterations 

may date fran their pJrdlase of the prqlerty. 

property until 1945. 

'!he Iawsons retained the 
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HISIORIC CXJN'I'E}CI': 

MARYIAND a::MPREHENSIVE HISIDRIC P.RESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Gec:lgraiiric Organization: Piednnnt 
(Harford, Baltim::>re, carro11, Crederick, Howard, M:>ntgcmery 
Counties, am Balti.m:>re City) 

Cllronological/Developnent Period: 
Agricultural-Irxiustrial Transition, A.D. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes 
Architecture, Lan:iscape Architecture am Ccmnunity Plannl.DJ 

Resource Types: 

category: Building 

Historic Envirormelt: Rural 

Historic Function am Use: 
Dcm:!stic/sinJle dwellinJ/residence 

Known Design Source: None 
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MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
1-:'Si~r::'. ~ P?."PERT\ES 
Form 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Cockey-Lawson House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2633 Price's Distillery Road 

city, town Urbana 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~building(&) 
__ structure 
_site 
·_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_ not for publication 

6th 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name William B.D. Harris and Harriet M. Harris 

street & number 34 S. Market Street telephone no.: 

city, town Frederick state and zip code MD 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse 
liber 838 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 345 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

depository tor survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
____x original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-70 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CX>NllUBUI'ING RESOURCE ax.JNI': 1 

'Ihe Cockey-Lawson House is a two-story brick dwellin;J erected about 1815 on the 
northeast side of Price's Distillery Road about 1/4 mile frcm the intersection of 
Green Valley Road near Urbana, Frederick County, Marylarrl. '!he site is about 1/4 
mile fran the Frederick-Montgaoory county b:>uOOary arrl is geograiirlcally nearer to 
Hyattstown, :r.k>ntgaoory County, than to Urbana. '!he principal elevation of the house 
faces northwest, with a two-story rear wirg on the sa.rtheast side, arrl several 
non-contri.b.rtirg agricultural outl:uildirgs, the remairrler of the original farm 
canplex, located on the south side of Price's Distillery Road. '!he house has 
recently been altered J::ry a large addition in the angle between the main section arrl 
the win;J arrl rehabilitation work is still in progress. '!he date of the house is 
based on architectural evidence, larrl records, arrl historical maps. 

'Ihe house has a five-bay main elevation with the walls laid in 7:1 American 
borrl. 'Ihe center bay is eirpiasized J::ry a pe.dlloont which was probably added in the 
late 19th century. 'Ihe roof is muposition material with interior errl chimneys arrl 
an Italianate cornice with paired brackets has been partially rem:wed on the 
northwest elevation, leavirg the unadorned frieze in place. 'llle full oornice is 
still on the west elevation arrl the rear wirg. 'Ihe cornice was added durirg the 
period about 1850-1870, probably with the central pedimemt arrl a one-story polygonal 
bay on the east gable eni. '!his bay has a slate roof, suggesti.n;J that the main roo. 
was also originally slate. 'llle central entrance has an arched fanlight arrl 
sidelights, with an 8-panel door. '!he wi.n:b.Ys are 4/4 with flat arches. 'Ihese 
windows a~ to be replacements of the period 1850-1870, possibly replacirg the 
original wirrlows of about 1815 which were ioore likely 9/6 or 6/6. In the central 
pediment is a fanlight window. On the west gable errl of the main section is a 
flat-roofed, enclosed sun porch with casement windows. 'Ihe date of the pord1 is 
Ul1knc:Mn, rut it may have been originally an addition of the mid-19th century as an 
open-sided feature arrl was enclosed in the early 20th century. 'Ihe two-story rear 
win;J has been OCscured on the east side J::ry the recent addition which fills in the 
angle between the win;J arrl the main section. A projectirg 100dern bay wi.rdow has 
been added to the south errl of the original wirg. '!he interior of the house was 
inaccessible for this survey. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-70 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 14~1499 
- 1500-1599 

_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc;:heology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
- art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1815 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B x C D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Cockey-Iawson House is IOOderately significant for the ardritecture of the 
principal facade and the mid-19th century additions in the Italianate style which 
indicate a period of m:xiernization which probably corresporrled to a charge in 
ownership. '!he house was ~tly Wilt by William Cockey, who pirchased a 
471-acre tract, part of the "Addition to Groouet•s Prospect" fran 'lhanas COok. COok 
established the mill near the house which bec3me Price's Distillery in the mid-19th 
century, and Cockey's deed specifically excludes the water rights COok had 
previously established for the operation of his mill. '!he connection of Cockey with 
the mill is not yet clear, rut further research may show that he was involved in its 

-ierations. '!he title chain is also ohc;arre abcut the date of acquisition of the 
~ _·operty by Jahn H. Iawson, rut Cockey is still shown as the owner on the 1858 Boni 
map. Jahn H. Iawson and others sold the house and 298-1/2 acres to James U. Iawson 
in 1872. '!he Iawson family CMl1E!d the distillery durirg this period, al~ with Ieli 
Price, and its prosperity was probably the source of the extensive alterations to 
the house in the Italianate style. '!he Ia'WSOil.S held the prq:>erty until 1945. In 
1910, an equity sale was ordered, and the advertisanent listed a wealthy fannstead 
of the late 19th or early 20th century: 

"'!his farm is :llnproved by a substantial brick dwel.lirg house containirg ten 
rooms, a fine bank barn, wagon shed, corn crib, and necessary outb.rl.ldin:Js; also by 
two tobacco houses and a blacksmith shcp. 'Ihis farm is conveniently divided into 
six fields urrler good fencirg with rurmin;J water in every field rut one. 'IWenty 
acres of the farm is woodland, well set in fine tilllber. Mr. Jahn Iawson residirg on 
the farm ... " 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-70 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
Urbana Civic Association. History and Legends, Urbana District 1976. Frederick HigT 

School Press, 1976, p. 36 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 3 acres 
Quadrangle name Urbana, Md. Quadrangle scale __ l_:_2_4_o_o_o __ _ 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

AL.i_J I I I I 0 W I I 1 I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

cl..i.J I.___._~.....___,! ._I_.__.___.__ __ __ oLLJ ~! ~1 ........... -....._I ~I..._._......_..........,_ 

E LLJ I I ._I ~_._--- FLJ..j 11 I 

G LJ.j I I H LiJ I I I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 3 acres centered on the brick dwelling on Tax Map 105, Parcel 42 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept ·date November 1993 

street & number 
12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town 
Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Cir 
Annapoli , ryland 

69-2438 

st MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COMMUNllY PLACE 
21401 CROWNSVILLE. MD 21032-2023 

·514-7600 
PS-2746 



LJ::>t size, Description, 
Original Tracts, 

L.iber/Folio Grantee Gran tor Miscellaneous Cost 
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Frederick County 
Isaac Bond Map of Frederick 

County, 1858 



i. 
i ~ 

I_ 

r I 

~ 
~i 
~ 
~J .,. 
~} 
t:: 

~· 
rl: 
i-, 
~ 
~" ~. 

~· 
8. 
~· 
io..: 

~ 
"' ~ 
·1 
~I 
;.;i 

~' 
?! 
~· 

~· 
" 
f'. 
i:.. 

P1 
h 
t;, 
r "· 

\ 

r / 

F-7-70 
Cockey-Lawson House 
Frederick County 
C.O. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

County, 1873 
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