
F-7-74 
Simoons store arxi Residence 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

Ca. 1865-1870 

'!he Simoons store arxi Residence was l:uilt abrut 1865-1870, a two-story 

fraD:? dwellirg with gennan sidin;J arxi a one-story porch on its principal 

elevation. '!he store is a one-story extension on the north eni of the l:uildin;J 

with a separate porch arxi a projectirg polygonal display winiow. Associated 

with the house is a log or frame SllXlkehalse arxi two deteriorated frame sheds 

near 'lllU.rston Road whidl may have been associated with a blacksmith shop shown 

on the 1873 Titus map. '!he rural cxmrtmity store was the center of village 

life in JOOSt ways, servirg as a cxmnercial outlet arxi usually as the local post 

off ioe. '!he Simoons store ccmbined the residential use with the plblic arxi 

A nearby grist arxi saw mill 

(now deloolished) was also a Sinm:>ns family prq>erty. 



F-7-74 
Sinm:>ns store arrl Residence 
Urbana 
Frederick CCA.mty 

HISIORIC ~: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Geograpric Organization: Piedroont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carro11, Frederick, Howard, M:>rrt:.gaoocy 
Crunties, arrl Baltlloore City) 

Chronological/Develcptent Period: 
Agricultural-Irxiustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period '!hemes: 
Architecture, I..an:1scape Architecture arrl o=mramity Planning 
Fconcmic (Ccmnercial) 

Resource Type: 

category: Build:iDJ 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic FUD:::ti.on & Use: 
Danestic/sin;;fle dwellin;;J/residelx:e 
Ccllmm::e/trade/deparbnent store/general store 

Known Design Source: None 



Mlll P28 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic Simmons Store and Residence 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 1649 Thurston Road 

city, town Urbana 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
~ buildlng(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 

_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
__x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 

__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

Survey No. F-7-74 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes x no 

__ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

__ museum 
__ park 
~ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Walter A. and Mary Ellen Poole 

street & number 1649 Thurston Road telephone no. : 

city, town Dickerson state and zip code MD 20842 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 684 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 547 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date __ federal __ state __ county __ local 

A9posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-74 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

<nnRIBUI'ING RESOURCE COUNT: 4 

'!he Sinm:>ns store arrl Residence is a two-story frame ~lin;J with an attached 
store extensioo oo the north elevatioo, b.rl.lt a1nit 1865-1870 on the southeast 
conier of 'lhurston Road arrl Slate ~ Road near Urbana, Frederick camty, 
Macy lam. '!he principal elevatioo of the house faces west arrl the store's main 
entrance arrl a display wirrlow face north. ~lclinJs associated with the house 
am store include a frame or log smokehouse arrl two deteriorated frame sheds 
southwest of the house on the bank of a small stream running un:ler 'lhurston Road to 
join a larger tri.l:utary of Bennett Creek. '!he sheds nay have been part of a 
blacksmith shq> shown oo the 1873 Titus Atlas map. Dates of the hlildin;Js are based 
oo historical maps, larrl records, arrl ardritectural evidence. 

'!he house has german sidin;J arrl a corrugated metal rcx>f, with a one-story IOOdern 
additioo oo the east elevatioo. '!he first story of the west elevatioo has three 
bays am the secorrl story has two. A one-story pordl with turned col\.Dl111S with 
concrete piers SUR>Ortin;J the wood deck exten:3s across the facade. '!he entrance in 
the center bay has a 4-panel door withalt a transan. '!he wi.n::lC1NS are 2/2 with 
louvred shutters. An exterior stone arrl brick chimney is 00 the south gable em, 
where the sidin;J is n¥:>dern artificial naterial. '!he store extension on the nartl 
gable em was probably b.rl.lt at the same time as the rest of the structure. It hab 
a stone foumatioo am is essentially a one-story shed ad:titioo oo the house, with a 
separate porch. '!he store is defined principally by the projectin;J polygonal 
display win:low fl.ankiDJ the entrance. '!he front wirrlow has foor large panes. '!he 
other win:iCMS in the projectioo are 1/1 replacements arrl a shed addition adjoins the 
store on the east. '!he interior of the house was inacx::essible for this survey. 

Srrokehouse: '!he sndcehouse is located south of the rear win;J of the house arrl has 
board am batten sidiDJ, possibly ooverin;J a log structure. '!he sin;Jle door is in 
the north elevation arrl the roof is corrugated metal. '!he date of the smokehouse is 
probably the same as the house, about 1865-1870. other non-contril:::uti.J¥J sheds are 
also located near the smokehouse. 

Frame sheds: '!he two deteriorated sheds are located southwest of the house at the 
foot of a slcpe arrl on the bank of the tri.l:utary stream. Each has vertical sidin;J 
am corrugated metal gable roofs. '!he shed nearest the road has swin;J doors on the 
west elevation. one or both of the sheds nay have been associated with the 
blacksmith shq> in:licated on the 1873 map. Interiors were not accessible to further 
define their original uses. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-74 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_160~1699 

_ 170~1799 

~ 180~1899 
_190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
- art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
--1L commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates C. 1865-70 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: xA B xC D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe sinm::>ns store arrl Residerce is significant in arcm:tecture arrl cxmnerce as a 
fair representative of the rural canbination store and residerce which was often the 
center of small mill and facto:ry settlements. '!he sinm::>ns Mill, now deioolished, was 
a grist and saw mill located just rx>rth of the store/residerce site on Bennett 
Creek, and was at least one of the reasons for the establishloont of 'Ihurston, the 
village for which the store was the center. '!he Olarles Varle map shows that a mill 
existed at the site by 1808. In 1858, the Bon:i map shaNed a ~t saw mill, and 
in 1873, the Titus map shaNed two mills, one the sillloons grist and saw mill and the 
other the locust Mill. In the 1887 list of post offices of F.re£mt"ick County, the 
~ irrm.mity is called 'Ihurston, with a post off ice in the store and a mill still in 
...operation. '!he scm:oe of the name is rx>t yet knarm. '!he blacksmith shC:%> shown on 
the 1873 map was probably also C1Nlled by the Sinm::>ns family. '!he Abraham R. Sinoons 
House (F-7-72) across 'Ihurston Road was probably l:ui.lt prior to the store/residerce 
in the 1850's. It is rx>t shown on the 1873 map, ~ that it may have been 
considered a tenant hoose subsidia:ry to the main Sinm::>ns residerce. 'IheSe 
residential, iniustrial, cxmnercial, and post office activities were the basic 
functions of the rural ccnm.mity in the 19th arrl early 20th centuries. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-74 

Land Records of Frederick County 
Miller, Charles W. Post Offices of Frederick County for the year of 1887 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property __ l_._7_5_a_c_r_e_s __ _ 
Quadrangle name Urbana , Md. Quadrangle scale ~1~=~2~4~0~0~0~---

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I ew I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 

c LiJ ._I .....__.. ____ __. 

E LJ_J ._I .....__.. ____ _. 

G LJ..J ._I ---...-----

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 111, Parcel 28 

D LI.J 
F LJ_j 

H l.iJ 

I I I I 
I I 
I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 

state code county 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date November 1993 

street & numberl2 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town 
Frederick state MD 21701 

code 

code 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: 

I 

PS-2746 
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