
F-7-82 
George E. House Farmstead 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

1845-1868 

'lhe George E. House Farmstead is centered on a two-story stone dwellirg 

dated 1856 on the exterior walls and its associated stone sprin:Jhalse, l::uilt 

about 1845, and a circa 1890-1900 frame bank barn. '1he house has a four-bay 

main elevation with double entrances and 6/6 sash with plain ardtl.traves. '1he 

two-story rear wirg was added in tTNO segrcents between 1856 arrl aJ:x:ut 1868, 

replacirg a log dwellirg l::uilt in aJ:x:ut 1845 which adjoined the stone main 

section. 'lhe wirg has slightly peaked frames on the win:low q>enirgs on the 

south elevation and the secorrl story of the north elevation. 'Ihe interior of 

the structure has been considerably altered in plain with the rE!ltDVa.l of sane 

interior walls and mantelpieces. '1he springhouse has a slate roof arrl a 

two-room plan with an exterxled hood over the entrance on the east elevation. 

'Ihe bank barn bas board arrl batten sidirg arrl louvred arched vents. George E. 

House (1820-1904) settled the prcperty in 1845 arrl l::uilt the farm to a total of 

263 acres by 1900. He was also responsible for l::uildirg the Bennett's Creek M. 

E. Oiapel on his larrl aJ:x:ut 1856. It was replaced by a frame church in 1881 

and removed to Urbana in 1933 to becane the parish hall of the present Urbana 

Methodist Church. 'lhe farm.stead is no:lerately significant for the architecture 

arrl technology of the stone l::uildirgs, which are typical exanples of 

Gennan-influenced vernacular structures of the mid 19th century. 

------~---------- ------------------



F-7-82 
George E. House Farmstead 
Urbana 
Frederick County 

HISIORIC cx:>N'I'E)IT: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HIS'IDRIC PRESERVATIOO PIM DATA 

Geogra}Xlic Organization: Piechoont 
(Harford, Baltiloore, carroll, Frederick, Howard, M::>ntganery 
Counties, arrl Baltiloore City) 

Orronological/Develcprent Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
Industrial/Urban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lllelnes: 
Architecture, I..arrlscape Ardrltecture arrl Ccmrunity Pl~ 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Envirornnent: Rural 

Historic Function arrl Use: 
Domestic/single dwelling/residence 
Domestic/secomary structure/other deperrlencies 
Agriculture/subsistence/animal facility/barn 

Known Design Source: None 
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~.~~RY' ·,~11' 1~1 rJ;:-N\ORY OF IVih L-f"\\\U ~ 
Magi No. Maryland Historical Trust H'.S1C~\C PROPERTIES 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic George E. House Fannstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2220 Thurston Road _ not for publication 

city, town Urbana ---1L vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
-_object 

Ownership 
__ public 
~private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_x__ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name John c. Warfield 

street & number P.O. Box 77 telephone no. : 

city, town 
Frederick state and zip code MD 21701 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1079 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 256 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county __ local 

.ipository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 

_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-82 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

CDNTRIBUTING RESOURCE CXXJNI': 3 

'Ibe George E. House Farnstead is an originally agricultural carplex, ro.N 
pr..unarily a private residence, centered on a stone two-story dwellinj dated 1856 an 
the exterior walls arrl bNo contr.ib.rtinj outl:uilcli.Jq.;, a stone spr~ of abCAit 
.,_~"'::> aru a frame bank barn of about 1900. '!he farmstead is located an the sarthwest 
side nf 'lhurston Road just north of Bennett creek near Urbana, Freder:ick coonty, 
Marylaoo.. '!he dwellinj arrl the agricultural out:b.rlldinjs are closely l:uilt to the 
edge of the road, with a stone retai.nirg wall in front of the east elevation of the 
house, where the roadbed is about six feet above the level of the front dool:way. 
'Il1e agricultural .brildin:J group to the north is separated fran the dwellinj by al:nlt 
30 yards arrl a stand of pine trees. Several non-contr.ib.rtinj frame arrl can::::rete 
bluck sheds am stables am a silo surroun:i the circa 1900 bank banl. '1he 
springhouse is located on the flat, open creek flood plain to the west alx:ut the 
same distance fran the dwellinj. 

'The noose has a fa.ir-bay main section with a two-stocy perpenlicular winj 
extendino to the west fran the northW'eSt corner. '!\Jo stones dated 1856 are located 
near th~ base of the main section at the scuthwest corner arrl near the cornice an 
the southeast corner. A m:xiern stone terrace has been 1:uilt on the rx>rth side of 
the wlig am a similar terrace surroorlled by a low stone wall adjoins the sart:h s·· 
of the wlig. A repla~t secorrl stocy open pordl deck ext:enis across the scu •. .i 
side of the wlig, with the iron framework of an awning alonj the lower ed:}e. '!he 
:::.exif is conposition material am interior errl drimneys are located at the rx>rth arrl 
south gnble errls, at the junction of the main section am the wiDJ, arrl at the west 
interior gable errl of the wlig. '!he east elevation has bNo entries in the irmer 
rays witn stone lintels am sills am 6-panel doors. '!he w:irrlcws are 6/6 arrl the 
second stocy openings have wood sills. '!he frames have IIDrtise-arrl-terx:>ned plain 
architraves am the sec:xn:l stocy openirgs are just below the boxed cornice. '1he 
south am north elevations have only bNo small attic level openirgs flankinj the 
chlinney at eadl errl. '!he rear wlig was .brilt in bNo stages durinj the period alxut 
1856 to 1868, accordirg to a biograprical sketch in the Williams aRi IU<insey 
History of Frederick County of 1910. A clearly defined joint line on the rx>rth 
elevatinr; between the main section am the winj confirms the separate .brildinj 
pericxis. Acoordirg to th,e biograprical accamt, the original log residerx::e on the 
site, built .about 1845, became the rear wlig of the 1856 stone main section arrl was 
itself replaced by an enlarged stone rear wirg whidl incorporated the original'~ 
chilnney stack of the log structure. '!he stone of the wlig closely matdles that of 
the 1856 section in size am color, the only visible differerx=e between the two 
sections belig the slightly peaked wirrlow arrl door lintels on -~ SQ.rt:h.~tion. 
'Ille north elevation of the winJ has plain flat ardles in the ~. ~~ 
doors open on both the north am south sides of the winj arrl on the secxni stocy of 
the south elevation. '!he W'eSt errl of the wlig reveals a carp::>rt dug a.rt: urrler the 
nroern terrace adjoininj the stone fam:Jation of the win:J. '!he interiar of t5e 
house has been considerably altered, with the win:J's original cross partitim wall 
removed am other chan;Jes to the floor plan in the main section. No artq~ 
mantelpieces remain intact. Accordirg to Mr. John Warfield, the current owner, t 
house had been divided into two units durlig the early 20th century prior to the 
late 1930's. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-82 

Period 
_ prehistoric 

1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_x_ 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify belQw 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _ law _science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1845-1868 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

A B xC D 

A B C D E F G 

national state x local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he George E. House Fann.stead is noierately significant for the exterior 
stonemasomy of the dwellin;J and the sprirqlouse, both of which exenplify the stone 
l:::uildin;J technology of the mid 19th century in Frederick County. stone dwellilxJs 
and outhrildllxJs were c:xmron in the Urbana Region, where a1:::urrlant a.rt:crq:ls alcn;J the 
la..rer slopes of SUgarloaf M:x.mtain and alcn;J the stream valleys provided ready 
l:::uildin;J materials. '!he dwellin;J is typical in style of vernacular 
German-influenced houses in its double entries, four-bay facade, and rear win;J. 
George Elijah House (1820-1904) married Ann Burn.side in 1845 and began farmin;J the 
property the sane year. In 1852, he prrdlased his first parcel of 49 acres, with 
'lll::sequent p.irchases through the secom half of the 19th century eventually totalin;J 
.63 acres. '!he first dwellin;J on the fann was a one-roan log house and probably was 
accatpanied by the stone sprin:Jhoose which still staros. '!he log structure te ane 
the rear win;J of the stone house Wilt in 1856 and was sul:sequently replaced by an 
exterrled stone rear win;J. AlIOOSt illegible initials inscribed on the datestone at 
the southwest CX>n'ler may be those of House and his wife. '!he Halse family retained 
the property until 1918. 

Accordin;J to the 1910 History of Frederick County, House was respa1Sible for the 
l:::uildin;J of the original Bennett's Creek Methodist fi>iscq:>al Chapel in 1856, a log 
structure which served al:x>ut four families in the vicinity. '!he church stood on 
House's property north of the farmstead and was replaced in 1881 with a frane 
structure. It was also known as "House's Olapel". In 1933, the structure was 
donated to the Wesley Olapel of the Methodist Church at Urbana and was IOOVed to the 
tC1Nn and rel:uilt next to the brick church to serve as the parish hall. It was later 
covered with brick veneer. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
History and Legends of Urbana Election District. Urbana Civic Association, 1976, p. 26. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
Titus, C.O. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873 
(Continued on separate sheet) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _5_a_c_r_e __ s ____ _ 
Quadrangle name Urbana, Md • Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALi.J I I I I sw I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Zone Easting Northing 
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G LJ..J I I !..__.......__..__.__ __ H LU I 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Approximately 5 acres centered on the dwelling on Tax Map 105, Parcel 63. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date December 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
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George E. House Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-82 

Spri.njlouse: '!he stone sprin;Jhouse in the creek flood plain is a small 
rectan;Jular structure with a deteriorated slate roof exterrled over the east 
gable end to shelter the entrance. 'Ihe sprin:;J itself is just east of the 
l::uildin:;J arrl flows through the foomation toward the creek to the west. 'lhe 
interior of the springhouse ~to have two roans, with a wirrlow cpenin;J in 
the west end. 'Ihe exterior walls have been heavily repainted arxi the oorth 
side of the buildin:;J is markedly concave. 'Ihe spri.n;Jhalse probably was l::uilt 
about 1845, the date of George E. House's settlement on the prc:perty, arrl was 
associated with the original log structure which the stone win:;J of the present 
house superceded in the 1860's. 

Bank barn: 'Ihe frame bank barn~ to date fran about 1890-1900 based on 
its l:x>ard arrl batten sidin:;J arrl louvred vents, which are similar to details of 
other late 19th century barns in the Urbana vicinity. 'Ihe roof is corrugated 
metal. A non-contributin:;J terra cotta silo is located next to the ranp on the 
east side of the barn. Adjoinin:;J the barn on the north gable end are frame 
sheds probably added in the late 1940's which contain horse stalls. 



George E. House Fann.stead 
Frederick County 

9 .1 Bibliography (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-82 

Williams, T.J.C., an:l Folger M::Kinsey. History of Frederick Colmty, 1910. 
Reprinted Balti.Ioore: Regional Publishin:J co., 1979, p. 915. 
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