
F-7-83 
sinloc>ns-Royer-ordeman Fannstead ca. 1820-1930 
Urbana vicinity 
Private 

'!he Sinm:>ns-Royer-ordeman Farmstead is centered on a stone two-story 

dwelling Wilt about 1820 with a two-story erx::losed pord1 covering IOOSt of the 

principal elevation arrl a one-story rear adtition. A lower-height two-story 

wing adjoins the house on the south. A log sndrehcuse arrl a stone sprirghoose, 

both Wilt about the same time as the dwelli.rg, are also in the danestic 

group. An agriailtural oothri.ldi.rg grrup is located on the cg>osite side of 

Park Mills Road fran the danestic groop. '!he contrib.rt:i.rg structures in this 

part are a circa 1875-1900 frame wagon shed/com crib arrl a 1930 cancrete block 

daily barn, dated by an incised block near a doorway. '!he farmstead is 

m:xierately significant for the ardritecture of the dwelli.rg, whidl retains its 

slate roof, 6/6 sash with clentiled lintels, arrl its basic interior floor plan, 

arrl the danestic oothri.ldi.rgs, whidl have been little altered. '!he .halse was 

probably Wilt by 8am.lel or John S:i.nroon.s about 1820. James H. Sinm:>ns ocx:::upied 

the fann in 1846 arrl Jacob Royer was a tenant in the 1850's. By 1860, it was 

sold to catherine Ordeman, the wife of capt. H. o. ordeman, associated with the 

mills in the nearby village of Park Mills. By 1873, capt. ordeman ~ly 

lived on the fann. His son, Frederick A. orcleman, retained the prcp!rty until 

the 1920's, although it was a tenant fann during his ownership. 



F-7-83 
Simoons-Royer--Ordeman Fanrstead 
Urbana 
Frederick County 

HISIDRIC ~: 

MARYIAND a:MPREHENSIVE HISIORIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN DATA 

Geograi:trlc Organization: Piedaart 
(Harford, Baltim:>re, carro11, Frederick, lkMard, M:>ntganery 
Counties, am Baltim::>re City) 

Cll.ronological/Develcpnent Period: 
Agricultural-Irrlustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 
IrrlustrialfUrban Daninance, A.O. 1870-1930 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lhemes: 
Architecture, I.an:lscape Ardritecture, camamity Plamrin;J 

Resource Types: 

category: Buildin;J 

Historic Envirorunent: Rural 

Historic Function am Use: 
Dc:mestic/sin;Jle dwellin;J/residerx:le 
Dc:mestic/secorDary structure/snnkehcuse 
Dc:mestic/secorrlary structure/other depeniencies 
Agriculture/sutsisten:::e/animal facility/ban1 
Agriculture/SUl:sistence/storage/granary 

Known Design Scm:'ce: None 



Ml04 P49 Survey No. F-7-83 

Maryland Historical Trust ~- --·" Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE _yes x no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic Sirnrnons-Royer-Ordeman Fa:nnstead 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 2229B Park Mills Road __ not for publication 

city, town Urbana __x_ vicinity of congressional district 6th 

state Maryland county Frederick 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district-
_K_ bullding(s) 
__ structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
__ being considered 
~not applicable 

Status 
_x__ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_K__ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_x__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners> 

name Perry C. Cosgrave et al 

street & number 2027 Park Mills Road telephone no. : 

city, town Adamstown state and zip code MD 21710 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 1122 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 718 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

.pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___x_ good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-7-83 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

a::>N1'RIBUI'IN RESOURCE COUNT: 6 

'!he Simloc>ns-Royer--Ordeman Farm.stead is an agricultural/residential catplex 
centered on a circa 1820 stone residence with two contril:utirq danestic a.rt:b.ti.ldinjs 
of awroxi:mately the sane pericxl arrl an agricultural group on the q.posite side of 
Park Mills Road containing a frame wagon shed/com crib of the late 19th century arrl 
a concrete block dairy barn am milk house of 1930. '!he farmstead is located on the 
east and west sides of Park Mills Road al:x:ut 1/ 4 mile south of the intersection of 
Mt. Ephraim Road at the fonner irrlustrial village of Park Mills, near Urbana, 
Frederick eounty, Marylani. 'lhe house ani danestic a.rt:b.ti.l~, alon;J with a 
non-contril:utin:J brick residerx::e, are located on the east side of the road arrl the 
agricultural group is on the west side, also with several non-contri..b.rt:in;J sheds arrl 
a barn rebrl.lt on the foun:3ation of the original bank barn after a fire in 1957. 
Dates for the l:::uildin:Js are based on ardlitectural details, larrl records, historical 
ma_ps, arrl a dated concrete block on the dairy barn. 

'!he stone residerx::e is a two-story l:::uildin:J with a two-story enclosed pord1 on 
the principal west elevation. A two-story, lower wirq adjoins the south gable em 
of the main section. '!he main section has three bays, b.lt only the north bay is 
exposed, the rest of the elevation and part of the wirq bein:J obscured by the 
enclosed porch. A sin:Jle bay on the win:J is also visible on the 'WE!St elevatiOP 
'lhe porch was enclosed in the early 1950's arrl was probably a late 19th centu. 
addition to the house. '!he main section has interior em chimneys and a slate 
roof. Interior observation of the attic revealed that the un:ierside of the slate 
roof is drl.nked with clay at the p.Jrlin.s as a waterproofirq neasure. 'lhe cornice 
is boxed. On the south gable em of the win:J is a rebrl.lt exterior stone chimney. 
A one-story shed addition is on the east elevation, also ext:en::lin;J across the win:J 
and part of the main section. '!he win:lows are 6/6 with lintels ornamented with 
dentil moldin:Js and plain corner blocJ<s. '!he north gable errl has two attic wi.niolrr.; 
with 2/2 sash. '!he interior plan of the main section has two roans an:i the wirq has 
one room. Its floor level is slightly lower than the main section. '!he interior 
trim work is very plain arrl the walls are covered with drywall. No chair rails are 
visible and the existirq mantelpieces are sinple wood surrc:l.lOOs. 'lhe fireplaces are 
closed arrl stoves awear to have been used since at least the early 20th century. 
'!he win:J has a sirqle room on the first floor whidl is the reroodeled kitdlen. 

Dcmestic outb.rlldin:Js: 

Srrokehouse: 'Ihe log snv:ikehouse is located southeast of the stone dwellin;J. It has 
a corrugated iretal roof ani a german sided gable on the north elevation. 'lhe 
vertical board door is on the north elevation. 'lhe SlOClkehalse ~to date fran 
the first or secorxi quarter of the 19th century arrl is probably contenp:>rary with 
the dwellin;J. 

Springhouse: 'Ihe stone springhouse is located south of the dwellirq arrl also dates 
from al:x:>Ut the same period as the house. Its entrance faces east, probably te 
provide a more protected entrance fran the prevailin:J winter wirxi direction. 'Il 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-83 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
- - 1400-1499 

150~1599 
_ 160~1699 

_170~1799 

~ 180~1899 
_L 190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _conservation _law _ science 
__ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates C • 18 2 0 ; C . 13 7 5-19 3 <Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B iC D 

A B C D E F 

Level of Significance: national state 2Llocal 

G 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'!he Simrons-Royer--Ordeman Farnstead is IOOderately significant for the 
architecture of the stone dtf.1ellinJ arrl its danestic out:hrildirq.; datinJ fran abrut 
:320 to 1830. '!he house has substantial exterior alterations in the b#o-story 
enclosed porch arrl the one-story addition on the rear, rut the prin::ipal exterior 
Wdlls, the exterior win:lCM trim, arrl sash are also intact, arrl the l:uildi.n.:J retains 
considerable exterior integrity. 'lhe agricultural out:hrildirq.;, datinJ fran abrut 
1875 to 1930, are of minllnal significance, beinJ W.i.ldi.n.:J types frequently fa.mi in 
Frederick County fannste.ads. 

TracinJ the ownership arrl occupancy of the farmstead is difficult because of the 
)lUllle of larrl µ.rrdlases by two of the prin::ipal C1#l1erS t:h:CCiigfi time, the Sintoons 

arrl Ordeman families. FollowinJ are the facts as imicated by the soorces listed in 
Section 9; havever, fUrther research in census arrl tax l'.E!COLds, not possible for 
this survey, may provide further clarification. 'lhe dtf.1ellin.J was probably Wilt 
about 1820, possibly by Jam H. Si.moons. 'Ihe larrl title dlain exterxJs to at least 
1791, when Abraham Faw p.ird1ased 378 acres of '"lhe Resurvey on Right arrl Good 
Reason" fran 'lbanas arrl Roger Jdlnson, although a later equiey record refers to a 
µ.rrdlase fran the sane tract in 1779 by Sanuel Si.nm:>ns. In 1793 Jam (also recorded 
in larrl records as James) HcMard Si.moons bought part of this a-act fran Faw. Faw 
had earlier sold 100 acres to Peter Kenp, a miller, who was probably the qierator of 
a grist mill near the village later called Park Mills just north of the farmstead. 
'!he house was certainly in existen:e by 1846, when James H. Si.moons received 128 
acres of the property thrcugh an equity sale. He was described in the equity 
rec:ords as residinJ on the fann at the time of the sale. In 1852 catherine Royer 
µ.rrchased the fann arrl made an agreement with Jacob Royer (relatiOflShi.p to catherine 
unknc:Mn) to rent the fann to him for 6 years. Jacob Royer was unable to meet the 
terms of the lease arrl the property was again sold in 1860 to catherine Ordeman, the 
wife of capt. Herman D. ordeman, the mid-19th century owner of the mills at Park 
Mills. By 1873, Capt. Ordeman may have been livinJ on this fann, as in:licated on 
the Titus Atlas map. H. D. Ordeman's son, Frederick A. Ordeman, bought the property 
in 1897, probably as part of his extensive holdinJg in the vicinity of Park Mills, 
includin:J at least three fanns, a general store, arrl a saw mill in the village. '!he 
fann was probably leased durinJ this period, since F. A. Ordeman's residence fran 
ab:::>ut the mid-1880's until 1910 was the former Amelung House or Fleecy Dale Fann 
(National Register; F-7-50). '!he parents of the current owner of the fannsteacl, Mr. 

- '?.rr'f c. Cosgrave, µ.rrchased the fann fran the Ordeman ;family in 1923. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-83 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Land Records of Frederick County. 
Titus, c.o. Atlas of Frederick County, 1873. 
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1 O. Geographical Data 
5 acres Acreage of nominated property _________ _ 

Quadrangle name Buckeystown, Md.-Va. Quadrangle scale 1:24000 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 
Approximately 5 acres centered on the center 
dcmestic and agricultural building groups on 

line of Park Mills Road between the 
Tax Map 104, Parcel 49. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date December 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State c· e 
Annapo · , Maryland 21401 

269-2438 

MARYU\f\;) n:.:iro:·~:CAL TRU:3r 
DHCP/DHCD 

100 COt\t1!v1UNITY PLA.C: 
CROWNSViLLE. MD 21032-21~.3 

-514-7600 
PS-2746 



Siirm:>ns Royer--Ordeman Farmstead 
Frederick County 

7 .1 Description (Continued) 

SUrvey No. F-7-83 

corrugated roof exterrls over the ent.rarx:e, whidl is below gram level. '!he 
spring is located just east of the l:uilding arxi is enclosed by ccucrete. '!he 
north arxi south elevations have wirxiow cpmings with "'100d. bars. '!he exterior 
arxi interior walls are whitewashed. 

Agricultural outb.rilclirgs: 

wagon shed/com crib: '!he frame wagon shed/com crib is located with the other 
agricultural l:uilclirgs in a cluster on the 'we5t side of Park Mills Road 
directly awosite the danestic l:uilding groop on the east side. '!he wagon shed 
faces east arxi has vertical sid.in;J with a corrugated metal roof. stooe piers 
SUE¥X>rt the crits. An extension on the 'we5t errl of the shed was l:uilt in the 
20th century to shelter other farm equipnent. '!he wagon shed was probably 
l:uilt about 1875-1900. 

Dairy barn: '!he rusticated concrete block dairy barn is located IX>rth of the 
wagon shed with the milk house on the south side. A dated block at the dool:Wcly 
on the south side reads 1930. '!he roof of the barn is a gambrel shape arxi 
covered with corrugated metal. A plain concrete block extension was added on 
the west errl, probably in the late 1940's or early 1950's. A terra cotta silo 
arxi a plain concrete block silo are located near the northwest cmner of the 
barn. '!he terra cotta silo may date fran about 1930, while the CX>llCCete block 
silo is probably of the late 1940 1s. 



Liber/Folio Grantee 

B~A 33 ,C.J~ 

/{)vlefe/:-1M D~~ 

Gran tor 

I.at Size, Description, 
Original Tracts, 
Miscellaneous cost 



Liber/Folio Grantee Granter 

lot Size, Description, 
Original Tracts, 
Miscellaneous Cost 
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S.immons-Royer-Ordeman Farmstead 
Frederick county 
Isaac Bond, Map of Frederick 

county, 1858 
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Sirnrnons-Royer-Ordeman Farmstead 
Frederick County 
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