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F-7-86 
Rinehart-Shearer Mill House 
Iob1rovia vicinity 
Private 

ca. 1852-1854 

'!he two-story log dwellirg was l:uilt at least by 1852 am. adjoined a grist 

mill which stood just north of the house, rut has been deioolished. '!he house 

has a weatherboard exterior am. IOOdern roofirg. '!he three-bay west elevation 

has a one-story porch with tmned columns am. scroll-sawn brackets. A 

two-story rear wirg with a two-level q>en porch on the south side exterrls fran 

the northeast corner. '!he house is JOOderately significant for its 

architecture, whidl has the typical characteristics of Gennan-influenced 

vernacular l:uilclinJs of the mid-19th century. 'lhese are the three-bay facade, 

the perpen:ticular rear wirg, am. its general design. '!he house was existirg at 

least by 1852 when David Rinehart (or Reinhart) p.irdlased the house am. the 

mill. '!he mill may have been l:uilt as early as 1835. In 1872, the mill am. 

the house -were sold to Jcim D. Shearer. Rinehart (1811-1882) was a minister of 

the Bush Creek Cllurch of the Brethren (F-7-79) • A later owner was Jacob 

Shawbaker, whose descen:iants retained the house until 1966, although the mill 

was denolished possibly by the mid 20th century. 
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HIS'IORIC a:Nl'EX'l': 

MARYIAND cntPREHENSIVE HIS'IORIC PRESERVATIOO PIAN Df\TA 

Geogrcq:ttlc Organization: Piedloont 
(Harford, Baltim::>re, carro11, Frederick, Howard, M::>ntganery 
camties, am Baltiloc>re City) 

Olronological/Develcpnent Period: 
.Agricultural-Irdustrial Transition, A.O. 1815-1870 

Prehistoric/Historic Period 'lhaoos: 
Ardrltecture, LaOOscape Ardrltecture am CamJmity Planning 

Resource 'fypes: 

category: Building 

Historic Environment: Rural 

Historic FUnction am Use: 
Dc:mestic/si.rgle dwelli.rg/residence 

KrXJWn Design Salrce: None 
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MARYLAND INVENTORY Of 
Maryland Historical Trust :,, ~ISTORIC PROPERTIES 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

1. Name {indicate pref erred name) 

historic Rinehart-Shearer Mill House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4901 Green Valley Road 

city, town Monrovia 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
~object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

~ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_occupied 
~ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x._ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes x no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
~ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Etta M. Lundin 

street & number 513 South Middletown Road telephone no. : 

city, town Media state and zip code PA 19063 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County· Courthouse liber 867 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 243 

city, town Frederick state MD 21701 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

jposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
..x_good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins _x_ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. F-?-S6 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

~ RESOURCE CXXJNI': 2 

'!he Rinehart-Shearer Mill House is a bwo-story log dwelliDJ with weatherboard 
sidirg l::uilt about 1852-1854 on the east side of Green Valley Road (lti. 75) near the 
intersectioo of Bi 1'k::Clain Road just sart:h of Bush creek near 1'k>nroVia, Frederick 
COlmty, Marylan:i. '!he house has a two-story rear wiDJ to the east arrl a one-story 
pordl. on the west elevation. A frame meathouse of awroximately 1875-1900 is near 
the dwelliD.}. '!he house was once part of a grist mill ccuplex, the mill tuildirg 
{deioolished) originally ~ just north of the house where the abarrloned mill 
race is still discenri..ble. '!he date of the house was detennined 1:Jy architectural 
features, lan:i records, am historical maps. 

'!he house has a three-bay west elevatioo with a center entrarx::e. '!he p::>rc:h has 
turned columns arrl scroll-sawn brackets. '!he door has a glazed ~ panel arrl the 
wirxiows are 2/2 with replacement laivred shutters. '!he roof is covered with 
cx:up::sition material am a rel:uilt interior c:hllnney is at the north gable erd. '!he 
north elevation has a siD.}le bay near the northeast corner adjoinirg the rear wiDJ 
which exten:ls fran that p::>int. 'lW attic win:lows with 2/2 sash flank the chimney 
stack. '!he stone foomation is exposed on the north side am a cellar ~ 
through a vertical board door is in the main section. '!he south elevation has only 
6-light attic wirxiows. '!he north elevation of the rear wiDJ has three w.irrl<:M bay~ 
'!he sart:h side of the rear wiDJ has a two-story open pordl.. '!he secorrl level h 
horizontal rails between the plain square posts. An interior chimney rises above 
the roof. '!he interior of the house was inaccessible for this survey. 

Meathouse: '!he one-story out.l::uildirg just south of the house is probably a 
meathouse, alt:halgh its date arrl interior structure are Wlknown. It has board arrl 
batten sidirg arrl a con:ugated metal roof. '!he fourmtion is stone arrl the door is 
in the north elevation. Based on the date of the house arrl the architectural 
features of the meathouse, a p::>SSible date period for the meathouse is about 
1875-1900. 



8. Significance Survey No. F-7-86 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

'50~1599 
_ 160~1699 

_170~1799 

x_ 180~1899 
_190~ 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _education _military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates c. 1852-54 Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: 

A B x C D 

A B C D 

Level of Significance: national state 

E F G 

Xlocal 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

'Ihe Rinehart-Shearer Mill House is IOOderately significant for its architecture, 
exenplifyin;J a typical d\vellin;J of the mid-19th century with Gentian ruildin;J 
influences ~t in its design arrl plan. '!he three-bay main elevation arrl the 
two-story rear win;J are dlaracteristic of this type of datest.ic ruildin;J. '!he hruse 
probably has log structure un:ier the weatherboard siclirg, rut this was unconf :inood 
by ol::servation. 'Ihe house was probably Wilt at least by the early 1850's to 
acc:arpany an adjacent grist mill shown on both the 1858 arrl 1873 maps. 'Ihe first 
known miller was David Rinehart {1811-1882), spelled Reinhart in scne records, who 
was also a minister of the Bush creek Church of the Brethren (F-7-79), located abalt 
1 / 4 mile south of the house. 'Ihe mill may have been Wilt as early as 1835 ~ 

ianas Arrlerson arrl Jam H. M. Smith Ol¥I1E!d the site as v.irell as property on the north 
side of Bush creek. David Rinehart bought the property between 1852 arrl 1854 in two 
transacti~ resultirg fran an equity sale of the Arrlerson arrl Smith property. 
Rinehart sold the house arrl the mill, except the steam enJine arrl other equipnent in 
the mill, in 1865. In 1872, Jchn D. Shearer p.irdlased the property arrl apparently 
continued the mill c.perati~, rut defaulted on a ioortgage whidl resulted in another 
sale in 1888 to Jacob M. Shawbaker. Shawbaker's desoerrlants retained the property 
until 1966. '!he mill was probably deoolished by the mid-20th century. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-7-86 

Bond, Isaac. Map of Frederick County, 1858. 
Henry, J. Maurice. History of the Church of the Brethren in Maryland. Elgin, Il.: 

Brethren Publishing House, 1936, pp. 106; 292-293. 
Land Records of Frederick County 
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1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ___ 2_·_3_a_c_r_e_s __ _ 
Quadrangle name __ u_r_b_a_n_a_,_M_d_. Quadrangle scale __ 1_:_2_4_0_0_0 __ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALJ..J I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

c LLJ ._I ............... __ _ 

E LJ..J .._I ~----. ........... 

G LJ..J ._I ~---.-....-
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Concurrent with Tax Map 88, Parcel 80 

0 W I I 1 I 
Zone Easting 

oLLJ ~I ~l""'--4......._..~I ~I ~...L.-4....i.....~ 
F L...i_J I I I ..... I ..L..-..1..--'--............... 

H LiJ I I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Janet L. Davis, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date December 1993 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick state MD 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State c· e 

· , Maryland 21401 
269-2438 

MARYLAr~:l r-:.~ .. ~.:·~·\:,.:.,L_ TR!JST 
DHCP.C-~CD 

100 COM~/ilJNilV ?l.f"CE 
CROVVNSViLU::, i.) ')1Q32-2023 

PS-2746 
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Reprinted Ba.ltiloore: Regional Publish.inI Co., 1979, :W· 463, 1556. 
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Rinehart-Shearer Mill House 
Frederick County 
C.O. Titus, Atlas of Frederick 

county, 1873 
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