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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pleasant Grove Church is a rectangular one-and-a-half story shallow gable roofed
frame building which faces from the east side of Route 75.

It is a functioning church which is unrelated to any other buildings, but is
surrounded on the south and east side by a cemetery enclosed in an ornate cast iron
fence.

The principle’ facade is:‘three bdys' wide, the main entrance -door- which is a
replaced five panel double door with segmented stained glass transom is located in
the second bay. Two double hung segmented stained glass windows with plain trim
occupy the first and third bays. A three bay wide eight step wooden front porch with
railing extends from the east side of the building. The replaced asphalt roof is
finished by a boxed cornice. The main chancel is built on a low random stone foundation.

The north and south sides of the building are identical - each three bays wide
with double hung segmented stained glass windows with plain trim.

A modern cinder block addition extends from the west and northwest of the
building.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pleasant Grove Church started as a commmity effort in.the mid nineteenth
century.

Some time before 1867 Mr. Eli Davis offered to give the land for a church and
cemetery if the community would build a church on the property. Until that time the
congregation met in the old Pleasant Grove School building about a half mile south of
the present church on Green Valley Road (now Route 75). This building, which has been
converted into a private residence, still stands next to the small original cemetery of
the church.

—_ Plans for the new church were made by Eli Davis, George Kindley, James Lawson,

<chard Davis, Thomas Baker, Samuel Brandenburg, Samuel Williams and Mill Burger. Work
on the building began in May of 1867 and was completed during the summer of 1867. The
church was built by James Poole, his laborers were John J. Baker and Milton Buxton. The
foundation was constructed by Charles Ford.

On August 15, 1867, the Pleasant Grove Methodist Protestant Church was incorporated.
Reverend John Roberts was the first minister.2 In September of 1867' the building was
dedicated and the congregation moved into its new house of worship. The school building
was used for social meetings and church suppers until the 1960's. Later, the church
became a member of the Methodist Episcopal denomination and finally, United Methodist.

In 1903 the church underwent repairs during J.A. Wright's pastorate. The original
plain white windows_were replaced by the present colored windows. George Easton was in
charge of the work.”® The church continues to have weekly church services with a circuit
preacher.

1 Personal letter from James Barnes to Robert Windsor dated March 23, 1934.
2 Frederick County Church Corporate Records 1808/1880 p.264

3 Personal letter, March 23, 1934.
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F-14i
EIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Persona} letter to Robert Windsor from James Oliver Barnes concerning the n
Church in custody of Mrs. Murray Day, dated March 23, 1934.
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Pleasant Grove United Methodist Chwarch

Section 7:
Updated architectural information:

On October 18, 1993, photos were taken of the Pleasant Grove Methodist
Church, showing the following exteriar changes: vinyl siding; a one-story frame
enclosure projecting from the northwest elevation, forming a foyer over the
principal entrance; the sign panel above the foyer, which read Pleasant Grove
U.M. Church 1867-1903, now includes the date 1981, undoubtedly the date the
foyer was added. All other exterior architectural description remains as in
the 1977 inventory form.

Section 8:
The church is minimally significant for its architecture, illustrating the

general rectangular form of its original design, although now altered by the
1981 foyer and vinyl siding.
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