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Rosebud Huilding 

Woodsboro, Maryland 

Private 

Ca. 1886 

The Rosebud Building is a 3 story brick building with a low pitched flat 

roofline. Constructed in 1886 by James M. Smith as the Smith Hotel, the 

building was a direct result of the connercial expansion experienced from the 

advent of the railroad in the 1870s. The hotel represents connercial 

architecture of the late nineteenth century period with its grand scale, 

multiple stories and a dominant full-height porch. By the early 1900s, the 

building was acquired by Dr. George F. Smith (no relation to earlier Smith 

ownership) to be utilized for his salve and perfume business, the Rosebud 

Perfume Company. The building has continued to present-day to serve in this 

capacity. The accompanying outbuildings relate to both periods of ownership 

with some domestic buildings (outhouses, washhouse) and a manufacturing 

outbuilding. 
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HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA 

Geographic Organization: Piedmont 
(Harford, Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, Montgomery 
Counties, and Baltimore City) 

Chronological/Development Period: 
Industrial/Urban Dominance 1870-1930 
Modern Period 

Prehistoric/Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and C011111Jnity Planning 
Economic (C0111Dercial & Industrial) 

Resource Type: 

Category: Buildings 

Historic Environment: Village 

Historic Function and Use: 
Domestic/hotel/hotel 
Domestic/secondary structures/ outhouses, garage, washhouse 
Commerce/Trade/speciality store/store 
Industrial/Processing/Extraction/manufacturing facility/ 

perfume and salve manufacturing 

Known Design Source: None 
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State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name} 

historic Rosebud Building 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 6 N. Main Street 

city, town Woodsboro 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
____x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 

__x._not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
____x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Magi No. 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district 6th 

Frederick 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_)(____ commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
__ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name George F. Smith 

street & number Box 44 telephone no. : 

city, town Woodsboro state and zip code Md. 21798 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Frederick County Courthouse liber 

street & number 100 W. Patrick Street folio 

city, town Frederick state Maryl and 21701 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _ local 

.pository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_Lgood 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~ altered 
_unexposed 

Survey No. F-8-70 

Check one 
____x_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Rosebud Building is a 3 story brick building with a low pitched flat roofline 
that is located on the east side on North Main Street in Woodsboro, Maryland. The 
principal facade in 7 bays in length. Its wide, projecting cornice has brackets, 
modillions and applied boards with a design in the frieze for venting purposes. A 
2 story full-height porch dominates the facade and is supported by turned and 
chamfered columns. Several connected additions extend from the rear elevation. A 
collection of five outbuildings with domestic and commercial associations are 
located east of the main building. 

The principal facade is running brick bond. On the first floor, two doors are 
located off-center: 1) a main entrance panelled door with a large 1 light transom, 
sidelights and segmental arch, and 2) a narrow version of the main door with same 
detailing. 5 window openings spaced around the doors have 1/1 lights, molded surrounds 
and segmental arches. Two exposed basement grates also have segmental arches. A 
porch balustrade runs from the northwest corner of the building over 4 bays. The 
second and third floors have symmetrical bays to those of the first. On the second, 
a smaller entrance is above the main entrance bay, and all the other openings are 
windows. The third floor openings are also all windows. Fenestration treatment is 
the same: 1/1 light windows with segmental arches and molded surrounds. The porch 
is full-height on the second floor with a full-facade balustrade; on the third 
floor, it becomes a deck with a full-facade balustrade. 

On the south elevation, the brickwork is common bond of 9 stretcher courses per 
1 header course: There is a header cotirse at the foundation level. The elevation 
is three bays across: a window in each bay is 1/1 light with a segmental arch, 
symmetrically ~lac~d-on e~ch'floor. The re~r (east) elevation demonstrates different 
fenestration with 2/2 light windows and jack arches. In this elevation, there are 7 
bays across, with a window in each bay. A back entry, 2 bays from the south, contains 
a 1 light transom and a jack arch. A 1 story flat roofed porch covering the 2 bays 
is enclosed on the south with german siding and opening on the other sides. 

A 2 story ell addition extends from the central portion of the main block off 
of the rear elevation. The ell is in 3 parts. The first part has a shed roof and 
running bond brickwork. This section was originally a porch that was later enclosed 
and used as a mailing room for the Rosebud business. Facing south, it is 5 bays across 
and 4 bays deep. The first floor has a center panelled door with a transom light 
and mousetooth dentils between the transom and the top of the door. An entry hood 
supported by newer brackets has a slightly hipped roof and pendents hanging on 
either side. Windows are symmetrical on both floors: 2/2 lights with jack arches. 
The second section is recessed from the first, 2 stories and 3 bays across with a 
shed roof. One bay from the first section, the brickwork looks joined together. 
On the first floor, a simple door is placed off-center with windows having 2/2 lights 
and jack arches. The second floor has an off-center door and a door into the other 
addition where the porch allows it. A 2 story, full-height, full facade porch has 
simple columns and a balustrade on the second story. The third section is a 2 story 
german-sided addition with a shed roof. It is joined flush to the brick addition and 
has a closed clerestory on its roof. On its east elevation, it has 1 small bay 



8. Significance Survey No. F-8-70 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
- - 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
L 1800-1899 
_K__ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
__ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_x_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
~ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications ___K_ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: ~ B C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state _x__local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

Si gni fi cance S1umma~y , 

The Rosebud Building was constructed in 1886 by James M. Smith as the Smith Hotel. 
The construction of the hotel was a direct result of the commercial expansion 
experienced from the advent of the railroad in the 1870s. The hotel represents 
corrmercial architecture of the late nineteenth century period with its grand scale, 
multiple stories and a dominant full-height porch. Its interior retains a strong ambiance 
of its period and type with fonnal spaces and decorative details such as a grain and 
wheat motif medallion. The hotel mainly catered to businessmen and prospered into the 
p~~1y twentieth century. By the early 1900s, the building was acquired by Dr. George 

Smith (no relation to earlier Smith ownership) to be utilized for his salve and 
perfume business, the Rosebud Perfume Company. The buiJ ding has continued to present
day to serve in this capacity. The accompanying outbuildings relate to both periods 
of ownership with some domestic buildings (outhouses, washhouse) and a manufacturing 
outbuilding. 

Historic Context 

The Rosebud Building is unique to the area as a late nineteenth century hotel 
building which was later converted in use to serve a perfume business. As a hotel 
building associated with railroad commercialism, it retains a high level of integrity 
with its grand scale, original materials and appearance. With its commercial function, 
it is significant in representing an unusual business for the region, the perfume 
business. Although other hotel buildings of this scale may survive in Frederick 
County, the particular usages of this one remain distinctive. It is also unusual as 
a business that continues to operate under the same family ownership to present-day. 

History and Support 

As the Smith Hotel, constructed in 1886, the Rosebud Building experienced a 
period in America that was heavily influenced by the railroad and its commercialism. 
James F. Smith, the proprietor of the hotel, was able to realize the economic 
advantages of having a railroad station in a small town. The hotel was described as 
having serviced travelling businessmen in a luxurious style that included dinner, 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. F-8-70 

Interview with Allen R. Smith, Jr., 2/91. 
Smith, Frances M., Woodsboro Remembers, (privately published), 1976. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 66 1 

X 247 1/2 1 

Quadrangle name Woodsboro, Md. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

Tax Map 950 Parcel 840, the lot to which the current owner holds the title. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Mary Kenda 11 Shipe, Historic Sites Surveyor 

organization Frederick County Planning & Zoning Dept. date March 1991 

street & number 12 E. Church Street telephone 696-2958 

city or town Frederick, state Md. 21701 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland LE~gif'\l,qtura to b~ fpund in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 



The Rosebud Building 
Frederick County 

7.1 Description 

Survey No. F-8-70 

opening on the second floor. This section contains an elevator dating from 
Rosebud ownership. A 1 story frame shed with flush vertical siding is 
connected to the last 2 story addition. It has a side gable roof of corrugated 
tin. The principal facade faces south and has a center door and a small 4 
light fixed window. Another 1 story frame building, 1 bay wide and deep, 
projects from the larger shed and has a shed roof. 

The north facade runs continuously from the main block to the last frame 
addition. It exposes a rubblestone foundation the length of the building 
including the 2 frame sheds. The 2 story frame part, however, has a brick 
foundation. On the main section above the third story window, a painted 
advertisement indicates the building's use: HOME OF ROSEBUD SALVE. Windows 
are 2/2 lights with jack arches with the exception of a 1/1 °half• window on 
the first floor. Beneath the eaves in the second story frame section, there 
are 4 holes possibly utilized as venting. The larger frame shed has 1 off
center door. 

The basement and first floor interiors of the Rosebud Building were 
examined briefly. The cellar revealed floor joists 13 inches apart with tongue 
and groove flooring, sawed posts and whitewashed walls. The first floor wall 
finish is plaster and lath. Shelves, desks and work tables fill the first 
floor space associative with its business function. Room uses include a 
reception room, a sitting room, a poolroom, a bar, a mailing room, a dining 
room and a preparation room. A mantelpiece in the sitting room is mirrored 
above the mantel. Ceiling medallions, one with a grain and wheat motif, are 
also located in two rooms on this floor. Details and elements from this 
interior seem connected with the Rosebud business rather than the original 
hotel. 

OUTBUILDINGS 

Directly in front of the recessed ell addition, a 1 story frame building 
faces south. Sheathed in german siding, it has a widely pitched gable roof of 
standing seam tin with a brick interior end chiDlley. The facade has 4 
assymetrical bays. Windows are 2/2 lights with wood lintels. 1 door of 
vertical boards is located off-center. The building is joined with a seam 
between 2 bays. The east elevation has a panelled side door. No openings are 
on the west elevation. The north elevation contains 4 synmetrical bays; 2 
panelled doors are positioned in the center, 2 2/2 light windows are at each 
end of the building. This building served as the washhouse. 

Two frame outhouse buildings are located next to each other facing the rear 
elevation of the main house, several feet from the last frame extension. One 
is larger than the other and has a 4 light window in the door. Both buildings 
have german siding, corrugated tin shed roofs and concrete foundations. 

A 1 story frame garage is also located to the rear of the house adjacent to 
the outhouses. Resting on a concrete foundation, it is sheathed in german 



siding. Its side gable roof of standing seam tin has a lightning rod at the 
ridgeline. Gable ends have incomplete cornice returns: each end has a 4 light 
fixed window in the center. Windows in the north elevation are 2/2 light 
double hung sash. The main facade faces south and has 2 doors; one opening has 
a covered sliding door in 2 parts. 

A large 2 story frame building fills the east portion of the property lot. 
The building is sheathed in german siding and sits on a concrete foundation. 
The west elevation has assynrnetrical placement of openings which consist of a 
panelled door and 2/2 light windows. The side gable roofline of standing seam 
tin runs from north to south and has an incomplete cornice return. An interior 
brick chimney with a corbelled cap lies off-center on the ridge. The east 
elevation is 5 assyRDetrical bays in length with 2 door openings on the first 
floor. Windows are 2/2 lights. A 1 story frame shed roofed addition projects 
from the north elevation and is raised on cinderblock piers. This german sided 
addition has only one opening: a door facing west. This building was 
originally used for manufacturing the Rosebud salve. 



The Rosebud Building 
Frederick County 

8.1 Significance 

gambling, and dancing girls. 
hostelries in the country." 
experienced prosperity until 
which brought different needs. 

Survey No. f-8-70 

Some considered it to be "one of the finest rural 
{Woodsboro Remembers, p. 42) The Smith Hotel 

the railroad era shifted into the automobile age 

By the demise of the Smith Hotel, another Smith entrepreneur, Dr. George F. 
Smith, had started a drugstore in Woodsboro which expanded its business to 
include the preparation of a salve that soothed skin ailments. The popularity 
of the salve caused Smith to start a mail order business. He purchased the 
Smith Hotel to accOlllllOdate the business. Dr. Smith slightly altered the 
building to serve his business needs by enclosing the porch to make a mailroom 
and by changing some functions of other rooms. A frame elevator shaft was 
added onto the last addition. A rear outbuilding was utilized for 
manufacturing the salve and perfumes. However, the plan of the building and 
the use of other outbuildings remained intact. 

Today, the Rosebud Building is still utilized for the salve and perfume 
mail order business by Allen R. Smith, Jr., the grandson of Dr. George F. 
Smith. The Rosebud Perfume Company has been in business and has remained in 
the Smith family for almost one hundred years. It is the only surviving 
business of its era in Woodsboro. 
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